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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly nipt in the Assembly House, Cnleutta, on Monday, 
the 28th July, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the HoiTble Sir Mi hammah Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the ('hair, 9 Hon’ble Ministers and 178 members. 


Obituary Reference. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies and Gentlemen, before the proceedings of 
the day begin, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the death of 
Mr. G. S. Dutt % ,who died in Calcutta, on the morning of the 25th 
June? 1941, at tlie age of 59. 

He was a nominated member of the old Legislative Council and 
a distinguished member of the Indian Civil Service. He was a great 
son of Bengal who devoted his life for the uplift and welfare of the 
society. His contributions were made through the Bratachari move- 
ment — a movement embodying the ideal and practice of citizenship 
with simultaneous physical, mental and spiritual discipline. By 
founding Saroj Nalini Dutta Memorial institutions in memory of his 
wife he gave a great impetus to the women’s uplift movement in 
Bengal. By his death Bengal is poorer to-day. 

I hope it is the desire of the members of this House that a message 
of condolence should be sent to the bereaved family. I ask you, 
therefore, to rise in your places to signify your consent. s 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, Lldies and Gentlemen. Necessary steps will be taken 
by the Secretary. 

2 



2 QUESTIONS. [28th Jvl t, 

f 

Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance. 

The following members then made their oath or affirmation of 
allegiance to the Crown : — 

(1) Mr. G. IT. Pottinger. 

(2) Mr. II. A. Gomes. 

(3) B&bu Ashutosh Laliiri. 

Panel of Chairmen, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I i) accordance with t lie provisions of rule (i of 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, I nominate the 
following members of the Assembly to form a Panel of four Chairmen 
for the ensuing session : — 

(1) Mr. Surat Chandra Bose. 

C>) Mr. VV. A. M. Walker. 

(3) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitun. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the ubove order will preside o\er the deliberation!* ot thL Assembly in 
my absence and in the absence of the Depuh Speaker. 

Library Committee. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Coder rule 2 of rules regulating the control and 
management ot the Library of the Bengal Legislature, I nominate the 
following members of (lie Bengal Legislative Assembly to serve on the 
Joint Library Committee: — 

(1) Mr. YV. C. Wordsworth. 

(2) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar San> al. 

{3) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Amendment of the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934. 

•1. Maulvi MO. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government are considering the desirability of— 

(a) amending the Bengal Wakf Act, 1934; and 
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( b ) bringing th*e Wakf Department under direct control of the 
Jjoverqment f 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): {a) Yes. 

(tr) The matter is receiving attention. 

New Wakf Board, Bengal. 

* 2 . Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: ( a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state whether the 
new Board for Wakfs has been formed? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The reconstitution of the 
Board is under the consideration of Government. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hnn'ble Minister be 
pleased to state* how long this matter will remain under the considera- 
tion of Government and for how many years it has been under the 
consideration of Government ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are many difficulties 
in the ua\ of < onstitutmg the Board. The idea is to introduce an 
amendment of the Wakf Aot as early as possible and it is found that 
it would he premature to form a Board now which may he dissolved 
very soon. 


Government-aided high English schools in Presidency Division. 

•3. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the present number of Go\ernment-aided high English schools 

in the Presidency Division ; and 

(b) the number of Head Masters that are — 

(1) M.Ab., 

(2) M.A., B.Ts., and 

. (3) B.A., B.Ts.? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 
required particulars is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 3. 

(a) Number of high English schools in the Presidency ‘Division — 
For boys ... 132 

For girls ... 26 

Total ... 158 


( b ) Number of Head Masters and Head Mistresses — 

M. As. M.A., B.Ts. B.A., B.Ts. 

Males . . 28 36 24 

Females 6 9 7 

Government grant to unrecognised girls’ high English schools. 

•4, Mr. PUBPA4IT BARMA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
girls’ high English school at Calcutta not affiliated to any University 
receives Government grant? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the names of the schools; 

(ii) the amount of the grant received by each of them per month; 

and 

(tit) whether Banipith Girls’ High English School is one of the 
schools referred to in clause (o)P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There is only one girls' 

high English school in Calcutta not yet affiliated to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity which receives Government grant. 

(ft) ( i ) St. Mary’s Bengali Girls' High School. 

(ii) The school receives a grant of Rs.350 per month. 

(Hi) The question does not arise. 


Brtjut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons which have actuated Jhe 
Government of Bengal to grant Rs. 350 per month to St. Mary’s 
Bengali Girls’ High School, though it is not affiliated to the Calcutta 
University? 
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. Tha Hpn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The school has been 
doing very.good work and Rs. 350 per month is a grant which we have 
been paying to many girls’ schools. The matter is under the discre- 
tion of the Director of Public Instruction instructed by reports 
received from the Inspectress of Schools. Government do not directly 
interfere with the discretion of the Director of Public Instruction to 
grant aids to schools. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Double 
Minister be pleased to state whether there are other unaffiliated high 
schools for girls which receive such grants? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: No. This is the only 

school that does. 


Members of the Howrah District and Howrah and Bally Munioipalltiea 
Excise Licensing Boards. 

•5. Maulvi MD. ABDU8 8AHEED: (a) Will the: Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number and names of the — 

(») Hindu, 

(it) Muslim, 

(tit) Schedule Caste, and 
(tr) Christian 

members of the Howrah District Excise Licensing Board and Howrah 
and Bally Municipalities Excise Licensing Boards? 

( b ) If the number of Muslim members is small, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr, Prasanna Dab Raikut): (a) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

• 

(by The Licensing Boards concerned are constituted with nominees 
of public bodies. The question of communal representation in the 
Boards does not, therefore, arise. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to* starred question No. s 5, showing 
the names of the non-official members of 4he Howrah District and 
Howrah and Bally Municipalities Excise Licensing Boards. 


Caate Hindu. 


Muslim. Scheduled Christian. 

Caste. 


Howrah District Licensing Board. 


(1) Rai Haheb C. C. Paul 
nominated by the 
District Board. 


2) Babu Haripada 

Hhattacharyya, 
nominated by the 
District Board. 

3) Babu Phani Bhuwan 

Dutt, M.A., B.L., 

nominated by the 
Nadar Local Board. 


(1) Maulvi Sahadat 

HoHnain, b.l., 

nominated by the 

Cluberia Local 

Board. 


Nil (1) Mr. D. R. Whyte, 
nominated by the 
Jute Mills’ Associa- 
tion. 


Howrah Municipality Licensing Board. 

1) Babu Bibhuty Blninan 

Banerjee, represent- 
ati\e of the Howrah 
Municipality. 

2) Paunalal Singh, b.l. 
representative of*the 
Howrah Municipality 

Bally Municipality Licensing Board. 

1) Babu Ananda Copal Nil. Nil 

Mukherjeo, represent- 
ative of the Bally, 

Municipality. 

2) Bubu .lyotrtna Kumar 

Banerjee, representa- 
tive of the Bally 
Municipality. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter lie pleased to state whether there is any Government nominee in 
that Licensing- Hoard Y 


(1) Mr. J. A Murray, 


representative 

Mill 

Manager for 

the 

Mills within 

the 

Municipality. 



Nil. Nil. (I) Mr. J. A. Murray, 

representative Mill 
Manager for the 
Mills within the 
Municipality. 


The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: That question 
does not arise. 

Reappointment of retired officers of gazetted rank. 

*6. Maulvi M. M08LEM ALI MOLLAH: (a) Will the Hen’ble 

Minister in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state 
whether retired Government officers of gazetted rank were reappointed 
since April, 1937, to work under Government? 
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(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Jlinister be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(i) the number so reappointed up to date; and 

(ii) their names, places of residence and the names of the respective 

posts in which they were reappointed? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
Buch reappointment? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (ths 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (o> Yes. 

(I>) and (r) A statement is laid on the Library table, 

Mr. SYED •JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state the reasons for renpjK>inting retired offioeraP 
Was it out ot any necessity for them or was it for pntronisation ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The latter pint of your question does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : All right, Sir; I will 
leave out that part Will the TTon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the icasons for reappointing letned officers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : The reasons have been 
Ki\en in the last column of the statement laid on the Library table. 
If the honourable member will j*o to the Library and read the state- 
ment, lie will not a.sk tin* question 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Is there any harm if the 
Ilon'ble Minister makes the reply on the floor of the House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The difficulty i« that the Finance Department is 
not responsible for the information you want. The Finance Depart- 
ment Inis only collet ted the facts and furnished them for the 
information of this House. If \ou have any specific question to ask, 
you must address it to the Minister in charge of the particular depart- 
ment concerned. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
the reasons for reappointing retired officers under Government? 

# The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I am not in charge of 
that department but so far as this question is concerned, I can gay that 
all the reasons have l>een uriven in the statement laid on the Library 
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p table. As all the reasons are there, I do not think the honourable 
member can want me to read out those reasons here on the floor of the 
House. 0 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE? Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether all the posts had been advertised in the daily 
newspapers before the retired officers were reappointed? 

The Hon’bfc Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I would request the 
honourable member to ask each individual Minister regarding the 
appointments made in his specific department. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to enlighten us witli the position so far as his own department 
is concerned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The Finance Minister 
did not appoint any retired officer. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: What is the policy pursued by 
Government in the matter of reappointing retired officers to certain 
posts? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Retired officers are 
appointed to certain posts when no other persons are available for them. 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E. Are we to understand then that 
outside candidates with the requisite qualifications were not available, 
and that it was for that reason that retired officers had to be taken in? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
will be good enough so to understand. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answer to 
the last but one question in which the Hon’ble Minister say a that the 
retired officers were appointed when no other persons were available, 
naturally the other question of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose as to whether 
any advertisement was made in order to find out whether any candi- 
dates were available is to the point, and we can surely expect the 
Hon’ble Minister to answer it. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER, That you can ask of the Hon’ble Minister of the 
particular department concerned. 
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Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
*1)6 pleased to state if any steps liad been taken in order to find out 
whether any persons were available for the posts that were ultimately 
given to certain retired officers? 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: As a rule, I take it, 

every department takes steps to find that out. It is against the policy 
of this Government to appoint retired officers unless driven by 
administrative reasons to do' so. 


Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What were the steps that 
were generally taken by the departments? 


The Hon'ble Mr, H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The honourable member 
will be good enough to ask each specific department about that. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
Whenever a vital question has been put to the Hon’ble Minister, he 
has been avoiding to answer it by transferring it to some of his 
colleagues. Is the Hon’ble Minister unable to furnish us with the 
requisite information ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: In view of what the Hon’ble 
Minister has stated in this House, namely, that it is the definite policy 
of the Government to recruit new officers instead of reappointing 
retired officers, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who were 
the persons who have been responsible for reappointing the retired 
officers to the posts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 


Rate of dietary allowanoe in Medical College Hoepitatfc 

*7. Mr. MD. ABUL PAZL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
ptased to state whether of late there has been an increase in the usual 
daily rate of dietary allowance for each patient of the Medical College 
Hospitals, Calcutta? 
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(b) If so, what is the present rate of dietary allowance j)er patient 
in the (1) General Ward and (2) European Ward of th^ Medical 
College ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Medical Officers have been instructed by the 
hospital authorities for the reduction of the rate of the dietary allowance 
to 6 annas 0 pies and 10 annas per patient in the wards referred to in 
clause (b)? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (<d Yes. 

{b) Annas 8 and pies 8 per head per diem for Indian patients and 
Re. 1-0-0 per head per diem For European patients. 

( c ) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY : Will the lion Me 

Minister he pleased to state the reason tor the dbt inc turn of diet 
between Indian and European patients in the Medical College 
Hospital ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Here the word “European*’ gives a wrong impression. It means those 
who want to live in European style — both Europeans and Indians. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Rouble 

Minister he pleased to state whether it is the duty of tin* Government 
to look to the interests of the patients without making any distinction 
between a class and a (‘lass? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already stated that there are two types of patients. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether he has considered the recent increases in 
the prices of foodstuffs when fixing annas 8 and pies 3 per head per 
diem for Indian patients? 
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. The (Vofi’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I want notice if the question relates to dearness. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased t6 state whether from the medical point of view it 
is desirable to give one diet to one patient and a superior diet to another 
patient!*' 

Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I understand the Hon’ble Minis- 
tei to >a\ that an\ Indian patient iuu\ have European diet if lie so 
desires Y 

• 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Yes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Are we then to understand that 
whene\er a man will put <m European dress he will be given diet at 
the higher late and whenever a man will put on Indian dress lie will 
be given diet at the lower rate? 


Mr. SPEAKER: \ on cannot put in that interpretation. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to define what he means by “European patient '!'' 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

I mean those patients who want to have diet in European st\h\ that 
is, soup, eggs, meat, eic. 


Changes in the course of the Torsa river in the Duars, Jalpaiguri 
district, and its effect. 

•8. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Mini ster in charge of the Communications and Works I)ej>artment 
aware — 

(0 that the Torsa river in the Duars, Jalpaiguri district, has been 
changing its course in recent years and a branch of it has 
recently fallen in the Sili Torsa; and 

(«) that a large number of villages near about Madarihat is 
threatened with destruction if no protection work he made 
to prevent the Torsa in going into the Sili Torsa ? 
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(6) Ii the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is tie Hon'blq Minister 
considering tie desirability of erecting protection work this year? 

(c) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any scheme or estimate for the protection work has been 

prepared; and 

(ii) if so, by whom and when? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rischandra Nandy, of 
Ooesimbazar) S (a) (i) The Torsa river in the Duars is always 
oscillating in its course hut no major avulsion of the river is known to 
have taken place in recent years, either through its existing branches 
Chota Torsa, Buri Torsa, Bala Torsa, and Malangi or through any 
other course. 

(ii) Madarihat and the villages near it stand on the Chota Torsa 
which is towards the west of the Torsa river. The honourable member 
probably refers to this branch of the Torsa, for I am informed that the 
eastern chain of the branch channels comprising the Bala Torsa, the 
Buri Torsa and the Malangi — the lower portion of which is known as 
the Sili Torsa — does not traverse any village worth mentioning except 
the Saudamini Tea Estate. In either case my technical advisers are of 
opinion that these small hill torrents cannot destroy a large tract of 
habitable lands. 

(h) and (r) Do not arise. 

Jurors in Chittagong distriot. 

*0. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that in Chittagong district jurors for Session 
trials are selected from among the ministerial officers such as clerks of 
Civil and Criminal Courts and of District Board? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the # Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government contemplate the desira- 
bility of discontinuing this practice? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this prac- 
tice is in vogue in any other district of this Province? 

MINISTER in charge of tho JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tU 
Hon’ble Nawab Muaharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Yes. 

(b) The question will be examined. 
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. (c) Thf practice is not in vogue in any other district excepting 
Faridpur %nd Rajshahi and in each of the districts of the 24-Parganas, 
Murshidabad and Tippera there is only one clerk in the jury list. 


Inspectors and Auditors of Wakfs* 

*10. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
the table a statement showing the — 

(i) name; 

(it) educational qualifications ; 

(m) salary; * 

(rr) home district ; and 
(r) headquarters of each of the — 

(1) Inspectors, and 

(2) Auditors 
of Wakis? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the duties assigned to the Inspectors of Wakfs; and 

(it) whether they recommend any measure for the improvement 
of Wakf Estates? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ti) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by 
Government on these recommendations? 


Hon’ble 
to lay on 


The Hoil’bls Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(b) (i) The usual duties of the Inspectors are the auditing of accounts 
of Wakf Estates in their respective jurisdictions and the holding of 
local inquiries as required by the Commissioner. 

(it) Sometimes suggestions for measures for improvement are called 
for and made by the Inspectors. 

(r) When suggestions are received from Inspectors, the Commis- 
sioner and the Board of Wakfs are to deal with them and it is not for • 
Government to take any action in such matters. 
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Mr. MO. ASUL FAZLs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why qualified Auditors are not taken into considerationf 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise here. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether the Inspectors who audit the accounts are 
qualified Auditors within the meaning of the Government rules P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot answer that 
question. I do not know what are the qualifications of these 
candidates. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Reoognised high English schools in Bakargan] district. 

1. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of recognised, aided and Government high English 
schools in the district of Rakarganj ; 

(ft) the number of them that are recipients of grants-imaid from 
the Government ; 

(c) the number of them that are maintained by Government; 

((f) the number of the Government-aided schools that owe their 
existence mainly to the initiative of — 

(1) Christian Missionaries. 

(2) Hindus, and 

(3) Muslims; 

(e) the total amount of grants of these aided schools; and 
(/) the amount granted to schools founded by — 

(1) the Christian Missionaries, 

(2) the Muslims, and 

(3) the Hindus? 
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f ^ HjiPbfg Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: A statement furnishing the 

information is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No. 1. 



Number of high 
English schools for 

• 

/ 

Boys. 

\ 

Girls. 

Recognised 

94 

2 

Aided 

35 

2 

Government 

4 

Nil 


Aided schools founded by 




— *- 

| Christian 

f Missionaries. 

Hindus. 

J 

Muslims. 



Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

X 

>» 

c 

Girls. 

Number 

1 

Nil 

18 

1 

10 

1 



Bs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Kh. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Amounts 

grants. 

of 

1,272 

Nil 

23,964 

8,400 

20,820 

* » 

3,600 


Hoys. Girls. 

Rs. Km. 

Total amount* of grants 46,056 12,000 


Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the IWble 
Minister tie pleased to state if he is aware that more than two-thirds 
ot the recognised schools in Uakarganj district owe their existence 
mainly to the initiative of the Hindus ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at cjuestion does not arise. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: It does arise, Sir. The 
Hon ’hie Minister has given the number of aided schools which owe 
their existence to the initiative of the Hindus, and I want to know 
how many of them receive grants from Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you ought to have put another question along 
witl it', namely, how many schools are there which do not receive anv 
gTant-in-aid and which owe their existence tq>the initiative of the 
Hindus. 
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trijut MAREMDRA MATH MB CUPTA: Sir, that is my question. 

# 

Mr. SPEAKER: Theu you ought to have put anothef question. 
You cannot put supplementary questions on this question. 


Selection of tilt for free primary schools in Chandpur subdivision, 
Tippera district. 

2. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state — 
(/) what was the number of disputes regarding the site selection 
of free primary schools in the subdivision of Chandpur, 
Tippera, from the 1st of January, 1939, to the 31st January, 
1941 ; 

( n ) how many of those have been disposed of up to the 31st 
January, 1941; 

(in) how many are still pending tor final decision; and 
(/>) what are those disputed sites? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the local 
Chandpur subdivisional site selection sub-committee have made local 
enquiry in all the cases to ascertain the local public opinion of disputed 
locality ? 

(r) If not, will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state the reason 
thereof Y 

(<7) Do tilt* Government contemplate to make an enquiry in all the 
cases arising in the subdivision of Chandpur, Tippera? 

The HOft'Mo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) u.) 45. 

(u) 40. 

(m) 5. 

(ir) Jlajif/anj police-station — 

tl) Walipore M. E. vs. Wulipore Primary. 

(2) Sqbidpur vs. Maishaid. 

(3) Tamta rs. Kulsi. 

(4) Suchipara M. E. n t. Such i para Primary. 

(5) Chaychilla rs. Lodhpara. 

(b) Local enquiries were made in all ca^es of dispute. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 
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. Mr. SfjAHBDALI: Will the Htm'ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether wjjth regard to disputes in the primary schools, in the majority 
of cases the decision of the enquiry committee has been set aside by 
the District School Board? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Supposing they have been so, how is Government 
concerned ? 

« 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: I shall put the next question, namely, whether 
there is any remedy for the arbitrariness of District School Boards P 

Hr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Hr. SHAHEDALI: If theie is no remedy here, I do not know 
what is the remedy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Change ot the Art. 


Grant-in-aid to certain high English schools in KishoreganJ and 
Netrokona subdivisions. 

3. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon 'hie Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleuscd to state — 

(C whether (1) the Hiatal and the Huzarinagar Middle English 
Schools in Kishorcganj subdivision, and (2) Balnia Middle 
English School in Xetrukona subdivision of the Myniensingh 
district haw* been recognised; 

(n) whether the said schools get any recurring grants-in-aid eithei 
from the Government or from the district board; and 

(tu) whether all the schools are situated in the localities inhabited 
mainly by the Scheduled Castes people? 

(ft) Will the Hon ble Minister lie pleased to state whether the 
Government arc considering the desirability of granting recurring 
grants-in-aid from the Government from the current session to the said 
schools? 

Tbt Hon’btc Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) ( i ) and (Hi) Yes. 

(if) No. 

(If) Instructions have been issued to the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion to consider the desirability of giving recurring grants to the 
schools. 
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Point of Infonnotfon. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROYS On a point of information, Sir. 
Just now while my friend Mr. Shahedali was asking supplementaries 
on question No. 2, you referred him to .amend the Act. My point is 
that we want to get information from the Government whether Govern- 
ment hus any control over the School Boards. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a matter of common knowledge to everybody 
so long as the Act is there. You cannot get infoimation of Acts from 
Government. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, my submission is 
that School Boards are acting arbitrarily and 1 want to know whether 
Government can control them. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is a proposition of law, you cannot get the 
answer in the House. 

Appointment of the Executive Engineer in the Public Health 
Department. 

4. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (</) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the District Engineer of Pabna has recently been given 
the appointment of the Executive Engineer in the Public Health 
Department P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) who were the candidates for the post; 

(hi what were their qualifications and past experiences; and 

(m) the reason for not appointing the seniormost Assistant Engineer 
in the department to the post? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawib Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) ( t ) and (ii) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

By the courtesy of the Public Service Commission I am able to 
supply the information asked for by the honourable member. 

(ui) The seniormost Assistant Engineer was a non-Muslim. As 
there was no Muslim Executive Engineer in the department, it was 
decided to reserve the post for a Muslim. Consequently, the api>oint- 
ment was made from among outside candidates. 
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• Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to the statement 
laid on th* Library table, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why the claims of candidates Nos. 6 and 10 in the list were not con- 
sidered in giving the appointment? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I have accepted the recommendation of the Public Service Commission. 
They have suggested this name out of 10 or 12 and they are in a 
position to say why they have sent the name of this gentleman. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: From answer (b) ( m), do 1 under- 
stand the Hon'ble Minister to say that a Muslim was appointed in 
preference to a better qualified non-Muslim to maintain the communal 
ratio as laid dowfi in the Government communique of June, 1989? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

I have never said that in the whole statement. 


Boaljuri KhaJ in Chandpur subdivision, Tipper*. 

5. Maulvi^lONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(0 that “Boaljuri khal" is an important navigable khal in the 
subdivision of Chandpur, Tippem ; 

(ii) that this khal passing through the interiors of the Hajigong, 
Kachua and Mattal jsdice-stations is used for importing and 
exerting agiicultural produce and bout-|KiHH»ges throughout 
the year ; and 

(in) that this khal gets dried up for a few months for the last few 
years ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) iiii) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of re-excavating the khal making 
it navigable throughout the year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of OeeeimtMttari 

(a) (i) and (if) Yes. 

«(iii) Yes — at some places in the months of February and March. 

(6) The desirability of silt clearing the channel to make it navi-* 
gable throughout the year is under the consideration of Government. 
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Mr. 8HAHEDAU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
when the question of Boaljuri khal first came into their Consideration P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimbazar: 

I think it was brought to the notice of Oovemnient by the local 
officials. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is taking some steps this year? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Ceesimbazar: 

As I have stated in my reph wp are examining the question and it is 
difficult to say when the scheim* will l>e ready. 


Names of sufxfivisional headquarters not connected with district 
headquarters, 

6. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the (Communications and Woiks 
ment be pleused to state names ot sulnli visional headquarters in this 
Piovince which are not connected with the distnct headquarters by 
any railway, motorable road or steamer service? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Magma, Narail, Arumbugh, Kuingurhy Rirojpui, Manikganj and 
Tangail. The last named will howevei In* connected with its district 
headquarters as soon as the Tangail-Mymensingh Hoad which is now 
under construction is completed. 

Mt. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Tangail-Mymensingh Road is expected to 
be finished P 

The Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of CoasimlNttar: 

As I hud occasion to state before the House that it is a fairly long road 
and as money had to be distributed among a large number of projects, 
the progress has been necessarily slow. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister* be 
pleased to state why he has not included Bhola and Dakshin Shabazpur 
v as unconnected with the district headquarters by any railway, motorable 
rood or steamer service? 
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Probably Because Bhola can lie approached during the dry season by 
road and partly by steamer. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state it Government contemplate connecting these 
places with district headtjuaiteis by any motorable road or any other 
means of traffic P 

The Hon* We Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coesimbaiar: 

One of the policies which we aie now following is to give preference 
to road schemes, connecting the subdi visional headquarters with 
district headquarters. It has not l>ecn possible to give effect to it 
because we l>ccaiye mud-minded pretty late and the schemes which we 
have already taken up with the same object in view in other districts 
will requite all the money we can allot foi this pur|x»*e. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give a general idea of tin* time by which the Tangail-Mymensingh 
Itond can la* completed!'' 

Th« Hon ’We Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of OoMtmbazar: 

I am afraid it is very difficult to give a teply to this question offhand, 
but as will be noticed from the budget \se have made provision for a 
fairly decent amount for this year’s work and we are going to make 
provision fot a snuilai amount m the coming vein. 

District Board Road between Bibirhat and Nazirhat in Chittagong. 

7. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: («) Will iho Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works Deportment be pleased to state 
whether it is a* fact — 

(i) that the District Board Hoad between Bibirhat and Naeirhat, 
I*>lice-station Fatikehari, in the district of Gbittagong, is 
an important road in the district; 

(n) that it has been given the third place in Mr. King’s report; 
<ni) that the Hon’ble Minister personally saw the deplorable oon- 
dition of this road when he visited Fatikehari last year; and 
hr) that the said road is submerged under water and mud during 
the rainy season and infested with dust during tit* dry 
season P * 

(b) If the answer to (a) in in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving it the second priority in Mr. Kin g’s 
report in preference to Dhoom-Ramgarh Roqdf 



24 MOTOR VEHICLES RULES. [28th JulT, 

The Ho«fMe Maharaja 8RI8GHANDRA NANDY, of Coaumbazar: 

(a) (i) Yes, but of local importance only. 

(ii) No. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) I have no information. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Construction of the Carta Bridge over the river Halda in Chittagong. 

8. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Oommunica turns and Works Department be pleased to state when 
the Sarta Bridge on the Chittagong-Hathazari-Magachfiri District Board 
Road over the river Halda in the district of Chittagong will be 
constructed? 

(h) Have the Government received the survey report and the plan- 
estimate of the said bridge from the Chittagong District Board? If 
so, when? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) I am afraid I cannot definitely say when the actual const motion 
work can start. 

(/>) No. Does not arise. 

The Bengal Court of Wards Ordinance, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, may I have 
your permission to lay before the Assembly under section 88 (2) (o) of 
the Government of India Act, 19d5, the Bengal Court of Wards 
Ordinance, 1941, as promulgated by the Government of Bengal under 
section 88 (i) of, the said Act? 

(The Ordinance was laid on the table.) 

The Bengal Motor Vehiolee Rules, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Khw*je Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to lay before 
the House the amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 
1940, made by the Government of Bengal under notification No. 123P1., 
dated the 22nd January, 1941, and others that have appeared in* the 
Gazette from time to time. 

(The amendments were laid on the table.) 
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. Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, where are those 
amendments ? The Hon’bie Sir Naziinuddin laid something but we 
have not got anything yet. 


The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You will get it after- 
wards. 


Mr. BURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, us was done on the last 
occasion, can we not demand that a committee be formed by the Govern- 
ment to consider those amendments? 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not personally looked into the matter, but 
since you have raised this question I will look into it. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 make a statement, 
Sir? The point is that we have taken the earliest opportunity * 

Mr. SPEAKER: The\ should have been before the House. 

The Hovt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not moving any 
resolution on this. I am only placing this lnd'ore the House. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is ven inconvenient if papers are disti United 
in the midst of a sitting. Of course sometimes it is inevitable, but 
what I want to suggest ini futuie is that it possible it should l>e done 
just before the House meets. 


Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The punt is that so long as 
Government is hatc hing something, we may not he tukcn into confidence. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It will not inattei much if the eggs open out 15 
minutes earlier (laughter). 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: May 1 ask whether it is intended 
that these amendments should be the subject of discussion in the 
House? 


The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what 1 was going 
to explain. According to the Act and the rules these amendments have 
to be placed before the Legislature and the legislature has the right 
within the session to amend them. Therefore, 1 have taken on this 
oc(#sipn the earliest opportunity to place the amendments before the 
House. If the honourable members think that there is any necessity 
for a discussion, then either we can informally discuss them, or if there-* 
is a general desire, or if there are many objections to the rules, then 
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we may follow the procedure that was adopted on the laetf occasion, 
viz., having a Joint Select Committee of both the Houses* to discuss 
these rules. But I feel that it is not necessary to move for a Select 
Committee ah initio , because it is possible that as these rules are only 
tew amendments to main rules which have come up either on the advice 
of the Regional Transport Advisory Board or perhaps on the initiative 
of the Government they may not l>e controversial and may not require 
any discussion by the House. In view of the practical difficulties that 
have l>een found in working- the rules, it is possible that the members 
may not want to discuss or change the proposed rules, or it may be that 
there will lie just one or two slight modifications which, by private 
discussion, Government can accept and the rest of the House will accept 
the amendments. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am thankful to the Hon’ble 
Home Ministei foi fhc statement he has made. At the same time, 
I desire to make it clear that si> tar as the rights of the House are 

concerned of having these rules discussed bv the House, we are 

not going to aui render those rights. Unless it is made perfectly clear 
by the Home Minister that he has no such intention, this mattei can 
stand over till some other day for discussion, if necessary. 


Report of the Bengal Land Revenue Commission. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now take up discussion on the Repent of 
the Bengal I .and Revenue Uommission. This debate is likely to take 
two days. I must at the outset speak to the honourable members that 
unfortunately for the last two or three days I have been suffering from 
alight fever. 1 am not quite well. In, case I am not able to be present 
throughout, 1 hope the House will pardon me. 


Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: May 1 know whether the Govern- 
ment has ail) proportion in view so Ini as the Land Revenue 
Commission’s Report is concerned? What is the meaning of this 
haphazard discussion ? 

Thf Hofi’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What do you mean bj 
your proposal? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What have you been doimr so 
long? 

* 8Y1D JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I am afraid, the motion of 

, the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy is not in order. In stating 
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my point*I submit that first it does not clearly express anything, 
Secondly, jny submission to you is that it does not raise any definite 
issue. My third point is that it is not a parliamentary practice to 
discuss the report of a Commission appointed by Government in this 
fashion. In this connection, I submit, you can take up any report 
of any Royal Commission and the procedure adopted by the Mother of 
Parliaments. Even the other day a Commission was appointed for 
framing the constitution of India which was placed before the parties 
in a Round Table Conference. The Government formulated a definite 
scheme or proposal and placed it before the House of Parliament by a 
Rill. Here the Hon’bJe Minister comes forward with a proposal that 
the matter be discussed. We want to know what ac tually perturbs the 
Government; otherwise, we run not discuss anything. Sir, the Govern- 
ment have full Jil months' time to formulate the scheme. We will 
deride whether we shall accept it or partially accept it, reject it or 
partially reject it. Pet them come forward with a Hill. We will then 
get an opportunity to amend it in a manner we think proper. My 
submission to you. Sir, is t hat you will follow the parliamentary prac- 
tice. These three du\s or two days, as you have just observed, will 
be spent for nothing. 1 will beg of you to follow the parliamentary 
practice and hope that you will not allow Government to bring 
such a haphazard motion. Sir, if you go through these rules, you 
will find that nowhere there is any provision. He has got no authority 
to move such a motion before this House. That is my point of order, 
Sir. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I wish, all our common sense will not be conlined 
within the corners of that blue ls>ok which the honourable member bus 
pointed out. I do welcome a debate of this nature, not from the point 
of view of getting a decision by Government, but for the fact that 
this will give an opportunity to the House to discuss the different aspects 
and the pros aud cons of the report. Whether Government have 
taken a long time or not — with that 1 have no concern. liust time 
Government pointed out that there were some technical difficulties and 
that was why this report could uot be discussed. Rut taking the matter 
merely for the purpose of discussion is a perfectly parliamentary form. 
At present war questions are being discussed in Parliament without 
coming to a definite decision. Similarly, questions which should not 
be voted upon are also discussed. That gives Government an oppor- 
tunity to get different points of view before coming to a decision on 
this momentous issue. Instead of disallowing this motion I would 
rather .welcome this if Government from time to time place matters of 
public policy before this House, so that it might be the proper forum 
where the different stand-points may be discussed. 1 hold that this m 
motion is in order. 
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Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Before the motion is taken 
up for discussion may I be permitted to follow up the observa- 
tion of Mr. Hashemy by a few words P On the 1st April, 1941, 
you have just referred that there were certain technical irregulari- 
ties which stood in the way of discussing this matter. If you will be 
good enough to refer to the proceedings of this House on the 1st of 
April, 1941, you will find that certain objections were raised on behalf 
of the Opposition. One of them was withholding of Mr. Gurner’s 
Report. The other was that the time allotted was too inadequate, and 
the third was that Government must come out with some sort of a case 
which will indicate the Government’s uttitude towards the whole 
question. 1 quite appreciate your anxiety to have the matter discussed, 
but we on this side of the House must express our anxiety not to go 
into discussion in the vacuum. You have been good enough to refer 
to the war situation in England, hut every discussion there is raised 
on a particular issue. But what is the issue that is going to be placed 
before the House P I could have understood if the Government before 
the matter was placed for discussion had considered the question 

Tht Hoft’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
After you have givcu a definite ruling, how could the matter he raised 
again P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think he is now challenging my decision 
that this motion is in order. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: No, Sir, I was only discussing 
the wisdom and propriety of the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope you will he very short. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: My submission to the House 
would be that if we really want to arrive at a really wise decision 
resulting from sober discussion of different problems before us, in the 
first place, we must have adequate time, in the second place we w r ant 
to know what is the Government attitude towards this question, so that 
we can apply our wisdom and thought 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let him move and let him explain. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What will he explain? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He might explain what the reason is for the delay, 
what steps Government propose to take and what programme Govern- 
ment propose to follow*. 
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' . Mr. 8$8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; With regard to the time, Sir, 
it the las^ session you yourself were good enough to say that two days 
or a few hours would not be enough to do justice to the question. As 
a matter of fact, the matter was postponed on a definite understanding 
on two questions, viz., (1) that Mr. Gurner’s report should be available 
and (2) that there should be a specially allotted time adequate for the 
discussion of this momentous subject. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the report of the Bengal I^aml Revenue Commission be dis- 
cussed. 

The object of the motion tabled by Government is to afford an 
opportunity to the House to express its opinion on the far-reaching 
recommendation of the Land Revenue Commission affecting the life of 
over 80 per cent, of the people of this province so that Government 
might in framing theii policy take into consideration the views 
expressed hy the popular representatives. T may make it clear that 
Government at this stage do not desire to express their own opinion on 
the recommendations (Mr. Nasaxka Sekhak Saxyai. : Why?) because 
their idea is to ascertain your views and then to form, modify or recast 
their opinion on the different issues in the light of your views with 
due regard to the financial, administrative, social and economic impli- 
cations of tlie proposals. (Mr. M. Kh\mm t ddin Ahmed: Why not 
philosophical y) 


It is neither necessary nor possible for me during this discussion 
to touch all the issues raised in the report of the Commission. I shall, 
howevei, endeavour to focus your attention on the main problems us 
expressed in the Majority and Minority Report of the Commission and 
on the analysis by the Special Officer of the Commission's recommenda- 
tions on some of those problems. I also propose to place before you 
certain fucts necessary for explaining the implications of the principal 
recommendations. 

The object of Government in appointing this Commission was to 
find ways and means for improving the economic condition of the agri- 
culturists of Bengal and to ascertain incidentally how r far the Perma- 
nent Settlement had affected prejudicially or otherwise their economic 
position and the revenues of the province and whether it was possible 
and desirable to bring about a modification in the Permanent Settle- 
ment so as to improve the financial resources of Bengal and the economic 
condition of the actual tiller of the soil by eliminating the inter* 
mediaries between the State and the cultivator. 
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* Ab Boon as the present Government came into power they # undertook 

measures for conferring larger rights and privileges on the raiyaU 

(Mr. Shahfdau : How?) by undertaking a comprehensive amend- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act in 1938. But a volume of public 
opinion was in favour of a more radical reform in the land revenue 
system. It advocated abolition of the Permanent Settlement and 
elimination of the whole hierarchy of rent-receiving interests beginning 
from the proprietor to the last grade of rent-receiver who are supposed 
to intercept a large income and thereby to deprive the State of its 
legitimate share of the produce from land. There are some who were 
for mending the system without uprooting it, others were for its total 
extinction and abolition. 

Government naturally could not arrive at any conclusion on this 
imjiortant problem without a proper investigation and appointed an 
impartial and independent Commission of Enquiry consisting of 
experts, representatives of landlords and tenants and persons of high 
judicial experience. Unfortunately the assistance of none of the 
members with judicial experience was available to the Commission. 
The report wus submitted by the end of March, 1940. On the 22nd 
April, same year, Mr. C. W. Gurner, i.c.s.. was appointed to examine 
the report mainly from financial and administrative points of view. 

The main recommendations of the Commission may he divided into 
four heads, viz.: — 

(1) State acquisition of all Kemiudaries and rent-receiving interests 

above the lowest grade of cash-paying under-/*/?/ yats ; 

(2) imposition of agricultural income-tax; 

(3) tenancy reforms; 

(4) measure for improving the economic condition of the cultiva- 

tors. 

OF these Nos. (1) und (21 are of primary importance. Reiommenda- 
tions on the remaining two heads are more or less ancillary to them. I, 
therefore, propose to confine myself to recommendations under those two 
heads. 

Before arriving at their conclusions on (1), viz., State acquisition 
of all reut-reeeiving interests above the lowest cash-paying under- 
nutjafx the Commission had to examine the problem in its various 
aspects and there was a difference of opinion on some of the main 
points. The reasons which led the majority of the members of the 
Commission to recommend abolition of the Permanent Settlement are 
as follows: — 

(1) The existing system has rendered land revenue almost entirely 
inelastic for about 150 years and land revenue is substantially leas in 
"Bengal than in other provinces. 
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(2) It has deprived Government of the benefit of more valuable 
crops, higher prices and the unearned income from the increased value 
of land and the profit from mineral rights and fisheries. 

(3> It has deprived Government of the close contact with and 
intimate knowledge of the conditions of the cultivators which the 
raiyatiran system affords. 

(4) The evils ot absenteeism and of management of estates by 
unsympathetic agents have grown to such an extent that Government 
have been compelled to employ tor the protection of the tenants more 
stringent measures ot legislation than has been found necessary in 
areas elsewhere which are settled temporarily. 

(5) The large number of intermediaries between the zemindar and 
the actual cultivator seldom possess the incentive or the power to pro- 
vide any effective means for improvement of agriculture. Government 
also find little inducement to spend public money the benefit of which 
would onh go to private hands. 

(b) There is u steady reduction in the number ot cultivating owners 
of lands and the dispossessed cultivators are swelling the number of 
/ mnjmlar > and landless agricultural labourers. 

(7) So long as the zemiudary system remains, it will be difficult to 
evolve any satisfactory arrangement for revising rents all over the 
province on an equitable basis or for maintaining the reeords-of-rights. 

(8) It is doubtful it under the existing system the Legislature would 
ever agree to provide a realk efficient machinery for realisation of 
rent with the result that arrears of rent would go on accumulating and 
there would be a complete breakdown before long. 

(9) The distribution of agricultural income amongst a large number 
of rent-receivers has not materially helped Government in making up 
for the loss ot la ml revenue h f \ indirec t taxation. 

On these considerations, the majority of members of the Commission 
came to the conclusion that the defects in the present system were such 
that they could not be remedied by mere tinkering and that the only 
solution lay in the abolition of the system by acquiring all rent- 
receiving interests and thus bringing the actual cultivators into the 
position of tenants holding directly under Government, provided that 
a practicable scheme of State purchase could Ik* devised on reasonable 
terms. 

In this connection, the Commission also observed that it is difficult 
to separate the results of the Permanent Settlement from the operation 
of other causes on the economic condition of the cultivating classes and 
certainly not the Permanent Settlement alone had been responsible for 
the general poverty and indebtedness of the agricultural population 
in Bengal. 
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In recommending the abolition of the Permanent Settlement and 
acquisition of all rent-receiving interests the majority of the Commis- 
sion recognised that the proposal involved a fundamental change in 
the rural economy of Bengal affecting virtually the whole social and 
economic structure of the province and it can only be carried out 
gradually over a number of years and that it would be a most formid- 
able administrative undertaking which will tax to the full all the 
resources of Bengal. 

In the opinion of the Commission the economic difficulties of the 
agriculturists are primarily due to the ever-increasing pressure of 
population on land and to the fact that there is not sufficient land to 
go round. Four-fifths of the cultivated land is sown with only one 
crop and in the absence of any subsidiary occupation the cultivators 
have to sit idle during major part of the year. The result of enquiries 
regarding economic condition of 20,000 families shows that the^avcrage 
cultivated area per family, including the families of agricultural 
labourers, is about ^ acres and that the percentage of families holding 
between 2 acres or less is 41 -9 and the percentage holding between 
2 and 4 acres is 20*6. Only one-fifth of the agricultural population has 
just sufficient land for Iheir maintenance in moderate comfort, but with- 
out any margin for unforeseen expenditure. But the Commission 
observes that though the pressure on the land is greater in Bengal than 
in any other province except Bihar, it is unquestionable that Bengal 
has a more fertile soil and greater climatic advantage than the other 
provinces and no province can produce better crops by irrigation than 
the areas of Bengal in which there is sufficient rainfall. In the United 
Provinces, Madras and the Punjab the cultivators have to work much 
harder for crop which are less valuable than those grown in iBengal. 
On an examination of the economic condition of the cultivators in these 
provinces, the Commission has unhesitatingly come to the conclusion 
that the cultivators of Bengal are on the whole better off. The Punjab 
villages appeared to the Commission to be more prosperous than the 
average Bengal village because in the former the cultivators have the 
advantage of good physique, more nourishing food and a more invigo- 
rating climate and also because they enjoy large sums in the shape of 
military pensions. 

The minority members of the Commission on the other hand^felt that 
socially, economically and financially Stute acquisition would be a 
hazardous experiment and such a scheme should not be framed unless 
it could be clearly demonstrated that the cultivators would benefit by 
it. 

According to the Minority Report the present economic difficulties 
of the cultivators are unconnected with the laud revenue system. The 
difficulties are mainly due to — 

(1) increase in pressure of population, 

(2) Hindu and Muslim laws of inheritance. 
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( 8 ) the under-employment of cultivators for a greater part of the* 
. year, and 

(4) fail in agricultural prices since 1929. 

These problems according to the Minority Report have to be faced 
whatever may be the nature of the land revenue system of the oouatry 
On the other hand occupancy miyat, in Bengal pay lower rates of rent 
but enjoy greater privileges and protection than the tenants in other 
provinces. According to the Minority Report subinfeudation has led 
to a wide distribution of agricultural income and has given an interest 
in land to a large number of middle class people. By State purchase 
these people will be deprived of all connections with iand resulting in 
a social upheaval. The compensation that they will receive, will be 
insufficient to induce them to invest their money in industrial concerns. 
They will either squander the money or re-invest it in land by purchas- 
ing occupancy holdings resulting in the formation of landlordism in 
the lower strata. 

Before iuviting vour attention to the analysis of Mr. Uurner of the 
financial implications of State purchase I think I should explain fully 
the scheme of State acquisition as suggested by the majority of the 
members of the Commission. 

The Commission is agreed that in any scheme of State acquisition 
it is desirable to remove not only the zemindars, but also all grades of 
tenure-holders and the interests of raiyat s and under - raiyats in respect 
of the area which they have sublet. As regards bargadar * , the Com- 
mission observes that although the majority of the members are in 
favour of making them direct tenants of Government, they are unable 
to recommend that this policy should be adopted until the interests 
above the lowest grade of cash-paying tenants have been acquired and 
until legislation has been passed giving tenancy rights to bargadan 
and fair rents are fixed for them. 

The Commission is not unanimous in its finding as to the principle 
on which compensation should be paid, but it is agreed that compen- 
sation must be fixed as required by section 299 of the Government of 
India Act. In the evidence recorded by the Commission the highest 
rate of compensation claimed was a rate which would ensure to the pro- 
prietors and tenure-holders their existing income. The majority of the 
witnesses were in favour of following the principle laid down in the 
Land Acquisition Manual which most of them interpreted to mean 
20 times the net profit. The rate which receives more support than any 
other among the members of the Commission is 10 times, the remaining 
members propose 12 and 15 times. In the case of wakf, debattar and 
other estates devoted to religious, charitable or educational endow- 
meats/ it is, however, agreed by all members that compensation should 
be at a level which would produce the existing income, t.e., at 26 times 
if interest is taken at 4 per cent. 

4 
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Mr. Gurner postulates that if the scheme of State acquisition is to 
go through at all, and the constitutional position being what it is, com- 
pulsory purchase can only be organised on approximately fair payment 
to the parties whose interests are bought out. As regards the rate of 
compensation he observes that unless the rate is so pitched that the 
number of landholders injuriously affected will be relatively small, 
there is bound to be widespread discontent. He considers the Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burd wan’s proposal for payment of compensa- 
tion at 20 times the net profit as outside the range of practical politics. 
He is of opinion that if compensation is to be fair and equitable on 
the whole and not to involve a good deal of expropriation, the flat rate 
of compensation should not go below 15 years’ purchase of theoretical 
net profit as recommended in the note of dissent of Sir Frederic Sachs© 
and Mr. Carter. H© points out the need for safeguards in the shape 
of rules allowing exemption in individual cases as *for instance there 
should be definite rules for distributing compensation between tem- 
porary holder or farmer and his superior landlord and for fixing the 
rate of compensation on the basis of mnlikann received by a dispossessed 
proprietor especially when the estate is under Government management. 
He also suggests that small rent-free holders should be allowed to retain 
their khas lands as free-hold and that all rent-free raiyats should be 
offered a free-hold in his land in return for a moderate payment. He 
frankly recognises that in the highly specialised question of land valua- 
tion, if something more scientific and precise is required, expert pto- 
fessional opinion should be taken by Government. 

The Commission is agreed that in principle it would be better to 
pay compensation in cash, although it is realised that this method of 
payment might involve greater financial difficulties; if bonds were 
issued, the market would operate to put a valuation on them and it is 
possible that their face value might depreciate. Another strong objec- 
tion to the issue of bonds is that it would involve serious administrative 
difficulties. Government will have to pay interest either annually or 
six-monthly or quarterly to millions of persons scattered all over the 
country and for that purpose Government will have to maintain up-to- 
date registers containing the names, addresses and shares of each and 
to make necessary alterations in the entries and mutation of names- 
entailed by sale and succession due to death of previous holders of 
bonds. But the issue of bonds in respect of icakf, debattar and other 
trust properties has been recommended. An alternative recommenda- 
tion of the Commission is that in case Government are unable to pay 
in cash, bonds may be issued subject to the provision that small amounts 
up to Rs. 600 should be paid in cash. 

In working out the financial results of State acquisition, the asset* 
of the province have been calculated by taking the total rents paid by 
all classes of raiyats as recorded in the Settlement record of rights and 
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adding to them an approximate estimate of the income which might 
be expected to accrue from the khas land of semindars and tenure* 
holders, from fisheries and forests. The total assets are estimated 
to be 13} crores, from which is to be deducted the income from Govern- 
ment estates — 68 lakihs — because the acquisition of tenure-holders’ 
rights in such estates will not form part of the main scheme but Vill 
be taken up at Government s convenience. Thus the assets of perma- 
nently-settled and temporarily-settled private estates have been taken 
to be 13 crores. Out of this, deductions have been made on account of 
[ t ) the existing revenue demand of 2*41 crores, «2) the landlords’ share 
of the cess of -46 erore and (3) the cost of management calculated at 
18 per cent, of the gross assets. The remaining figures — 7*71) crores — 
is the sum which would have to he capitalised according to the rate of 
compensation to be paid. At It) times the net profit, the capitalised 
sum comes to 771) crores, at 12 times to 93;48 crores and at 16 times 
to 116:85 crores. To this has lieen added (1) the cost of carrying out 
revisional settlements estimated at 6*8 crores, (2) a proportion of the 
arrear rents due to zemindars and tenure-holders to be paid in lump by 
Government on acquisition estimated ut 13 crores and (3) the cost of 
constructing the necessary buildings for the staff estimated at 
1*3 croreB. The cost of management by Government as sole landlord 
has been estimated at 14 per cent, of the gross assets and 10 per cent, 
of the assets has been provided to cover remissions of rent and irrecover- 
ables. The sinking fund is to operate for 60 years and the interest is 
calculated at 2 i>er cent. The result is that there is an estimated profit 
of 2 '23 crores by paying compensation at 10 times the net profit, 

1 *47 crores at 12 times and -33 erore at 15 times. 


The estimate of the cost of acquisition of royalty right in mines 
which may be 2 62 to 4$ crores has not l**en included in the calculation 
of financial results. 

The cost of acquiring such i>ortions of uiiyati or under-ratyafi 
interests as have been sublet has been estimated to be 9 crores, but this 
sum has not been included in the calculation, because it is not certain 
whether the existing rents paid by the lowest grade of under -raiyatt 
would be considered under State management to be fair and equitable, 
or whether they would have to be reduced. 

The Commission has not attempted to give any estimate of acquiring 
the interests of landlords of bargadart . But it is pointed out that if 
compensation were paid to the landlords of bargadart on the difference 
between the rate of rent they themselves pey and the value of the share 
of tJe‘ produce which they receive from their bargadart , the sum 
involved would be so great as to make any scheme of acquisition ^ 
impossible. 
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It hae been pointed out that State acquisition will inevitably lead 
to a decrease in Stamp revenue, as there will be a substantial redac- 
tion in title suits and rent suits from which the bulk of St&np revenue 
is derived. But the Commission did not find it possible to give any 
estimate of the loss of Stamp revenue. 

The Commission is aware of the immense financial difficulties that 
Government will have to face in carrying out an operation of such mag- 
nitude. The Commission has emphasized that although financial results 
will have to be carefully considered, it does not support a scheme of 
State acquisition for financial gain only. If it resulted in a financial 
gain that would be an additional advantage, but the recommendation is 
baaed on other more vital considerations. At the same time it has been 
realised that it would not be possible to carry out the scheme without 
reducing by half or even more, the present income of the landlords 
according as compensation is paid at 15, 12 or 10 times the net profit. 
And the Commission is not unmindful of the possible social upheaval 
which may ensue if many of the middle classes lose their vested interests 
in land. 

Mr. Ourner has restated the financial analysis of the Commission 
after excluding the assets of khas lands with the result that in order to 
acquire net rent-receiving assets of 5 *87 mires a capitalised sum of 
85-7 crores or 118*6 crores is required according i-s compensation is paid 
at 10 or 15 years’ purchase. In either case, although acceptance of the 
lower figure would involve a great degree of expropriation, he doubts 
if it is really such a good bargain that the State should make the 
enormous efforts involved. Even then, as he points out, the estimates 
•f the Commission are of little value and the prospect of profit out of 
tbe transaction illusory for the reasons (1) that they do not correspond 
with the Commission’s own proposals to carry compulsory purchase as 
hr as the lowest cash-paying under •raiyat, or haryadar and (2) that 
they omit many items of material and necessary expenditure. 
Mr. Garner has pointed out several factors which will materially affect 
£h# Commission’s financial analysis. The Revenue Department have 
worked out the loss accounts under (1) additional cost for \cakf y 
iehattar and trust properties, (21 fall in Stamp revenue, (3) additional 
cost for acquiring rent-receiving interests above the lowest grade of 
eaah-paying under- and (4) loss on account of the landlords’ 
share of education cess. It has been found that the total loss under 
time heads will come to 2*83 crores. Hence the increase of 2*23 crores 
m estimated by the Commission on the basis of compensation at 10 times 
the net income will be reduced to an annual deficit of 60 lakhs. 

On the basis of 15 years’ purchase, there will be an annual deficit 
*f 8r36 crores for 60 years. And what are the prospects of a gain Rafter 
the expiry of 60 years when the entire loan is expected to be paid off? 
The Commission finds that there is the risk that the level of rent may 
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become the subject of electioneering campaign and that the tenants 
whose vote/ control the Legislature will not tax themselves sufficiently 
if Government become the sole landlord. Mr. Gurner think s — 

(At this stage the blue light lit up.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: How much time will you take? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I will take 

another 20 minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please try to finish in 15 minutes. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: If Sir Bijoy could cut short his 
summary of what the Commission and Mr. Gurner have said, he might 
have said something of his own by this time. 

Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: These things we have got in the 
report. We want to know what the Hon’ble Minister has got to say. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mr. Gurner 

observes that there is in fact only too much reason to fear that the 
political influences rtf the rent-paying classes will result in a deprecia- 
tion of rental values far below the basis assumed in the Commission’s 
estimate and that apart from the danger of general reduction, the 
leniency of Government as landlord in times of natural calamities must 
also he reckoned with. Mr. Gurner has made a review of the tenden* 
cies of collection of land revenue during the last 20 years and he has 
come to the conclusion : (1) that in so far as the Permanent Settlement 
is replaced by khas mahal demand, although the total demand will 
increase, the ratio of collections to demand will deteriorate, (2) that 
realisations from khas mahals will not, unless there is a complete change 
of system, approximate over a period of years to 90 per cent, per annum, 
and (d) that there is a real danger at the present moment of a landslide 
in khas mahal collections and once this materialised, the effects would 
in all probability react adversely on the collections from the Perm** 
nent Settlement which are not entirely free from unfavourable symp- 
toms. I shall now place before you certain facts for proper apprecia- 
tion of some of the arguments in the Report of the Commission: — 

It will not be correct to say that the land revenue has remained 
inel&Cie for 150 years. The exiatiug aMeeement on account of read 
and public works cess which was imposed in 1871 it about a erore and 
if oaaa under the (Rural) Primary Education Act, 1030, it levied in all ^ 
the districts there will be an additional assessment of about 1£ c rows. 
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Thun there will be an addition of about two-thirds of the p&sent land 
revenue demand of 3*15 crores in course of 70 years or an increase by 
66 per cent, within that period. 

It is also desirable to find out what percentage land revenue in 
Bengal forms of the total provincial revenue. It is 30*8 per cent, 
excluding the contribution of jute duty by the Government of India 
as against 31 ;2 per cent, in Madras, 25 per cent, in the Punjab, 47 per 
cent, in the United Provinces and 28 *1 per cent, in Bombay. Of these 
provinces, the United Provinces has 10 per cent, permanently-settled 
as against 90 per cent, temporarily-settled area, Bombay and Punjab 
are exclusively raiyatwari provinces and Madras is only one-third 
permanently-settled and two-thirds temporarily-settled. 

In terms of total rental value, the land revenue in Bengal is 25 
per cent, as against 17 per cent, in Madras, 27 per cent, in the United 
Provinces and 25 per cent, in the Punjab. 

In Bengal the average, rate of rent paid by occupancy ratyaU is 
lis. 3-5 per acre. In Madras the pat tad nr a in the raiyatwari area, 
which covers two-thirds of the province, pay an average rate of revenue 
which is rather less than the average rate of rent paid by occupancy 
raiyaU , but expressed ns u share of the value per acre of the produce 
it becomes rather more than the proportion in Bengal. The propor- 
tion of rent, and irrigation charges to the gross normal yield per acre 
of cultivated land is 24 per cent, in Madras, 25 percent, in the Punjab 
and 19 per cent, in the United Provinces as against 11 per cent, in 
Bengal. In the permanently-settled area, where the jmttadan pay 
about 50 per cent, more than in the raiyatwari area, the rate of rent 
would be appreciably more. If the Madras system of assessment of 
Rs. 7 to Rs. 9 per acre for “wet” land, i.e., irrigated land growing 
rice and Re. 1 to Rs. 1-4 per acre for “dry” laud were applied to 
Bengal, the effect w T ould certainly be to increase considerably the level 
of cash rents for most of Bengal. As to the under-tenants, they are 
certainly worse off in Madras huving the status of tenants-at-will and 
paying half of the gross produce as rent, or when it is paid in cash 
nearly half the value of the gross produce. In the United Provinces, 
the average rate of rent for all classes of tenants is Rs. 6 an acre and 
represents approximately one-fifth of the value per acre of the produce. 
The level of rent is nearly twice as high as the level in Bengal, and 
having regard to the value of the produce it is about three times as 
much. The sub-tenants in the United Provinces are also tenants-at- 
will holding from year to year and paying half of the crop as rent. In 
the Punjab, expressed as a proportion of the value per acre of the gross 
pioduce, the average of the land charges paid is higher than the average 
rate of rent in Bengal, while the under-tenants with the exception of 
a small minority are hardly better off than the bargadart in Bengal. 
Considering the level of rents obtaining in the Provinces oi Madras, the 
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Doited Provinces and the Punjab, the value of produce and the prevail- 
ing economic conditions, the Commission is of opinion that there would 
be justification for enhancement rather than reduction of rent in 
Bengal. 

Although Mr. Gurner is definitely of opinion that the financial 
prospects of State purchase are illusory, he observes that these are the 
risks which the country must face if it is to try out the full value of 
Provincial Autonomy and that the ability of the rent payer as citiaen 
to maintain the assets of the State as landlord will be the acid test of 
political capacity. But Mr. Gurner has advised Government against 
taking an irrevocable step but only to make cautious move with a self- 
contained experimental measure which would not imply financial disas- 
ter if the results proved a failure or the policy were subsequently 
reversed. To do otherwise would be to repeat, iu revising the Perma- 
nent Settlement, the mistake which marred its introduction, of apply- 
ing to the whole province, a preconceived theory of agrarian reform 
which has not been sufficiently tested in actual working. He has, there- 
fore, proposed that legislation should take general powers to be brought 
into force in such areas and at such time as the Government may decide 
from time to time. 

The next important recommendation of t lie Commission is imposi- 
tion of agricultural income-tax either as transitional measure until com. 
pletion of State purchase or as a permanent measure if Government 
decide against purchase. The Commission anticipates that even if 
Government decide to proceed with State purchase it will take at least 30 
years to complete the Scheme, because without revision of the record of 
rights it is not possible to proceed with it satisfactorily. In this connec- 
tion, the Commission lias suggested a minimum limit of Rupees one 
thousand and that attempt should be made to come to an arrangement 
with Central Government regarding the collection of tax on income 
exceeding Rs. 2,000 which are partly agricultural and partly non -agri- 
cultural. The Commission is strongly of opinion that such a tax, if 
imposed, should be solely for the improvement of agriculture or for 
projects connected with agricultural improvement. 

The minority view is against imposition of agricultural income-tax 
on grounds stated in the minority note of dissent in pages 243 to 247. 
But in case Government decide otherwise the minority report suggests 
certain line of taxation and an important one is that every touzi which 
is not left with 25 per cent, or any reasonable margin of income after 
payment of revenue or rent, existing cesses and other rates should be 
exempted from agricultural income-tax. That the income-tax should 
accrfie only to the actually realised net incomes and in calculating the 
same recurring grants by landlords under legal obligation! should be 
taken into account, e.g endowments. In this connection I think it* 
is my duty to draw yoor attention to the fact that provinces which have 
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imposed agricultural income-tax, viz., Bihar and Assam, have n& 
education cess, so that if Government decide to impose agricultural 
income tax in Bengal it will be in addition to an imposition by way of 
education cess amounting to nearly one*crore and 26 lakhs. The mino- 
rity report also strongly suggests that agricultural income-tax if imposed 
should be earmarked as provincial revenue to be distributed in propor- 
tion to the agricultural needs of the districts. 

Sir, I hope I have succeeded in placing before the House in a nut- 
shell the recommendations of the Commission, the minority view add 
the analysis of the different problems by Mr. Gurner. I now request 
the House to proceed to express their opinion on this momentous issue 
dispassionately giving the subject the attention that it deserves. Sir, I 
may repeat that the fate of the future of agriculture in Bengal and the 
fate of economic development of this province depend largely on the 
decision that the House will take on this matter. By a wise decision 
you can certainly make the future of your province and by an unwise 
decision you can mar the future. The House will, I hope, approach this 
problem with the full sense of responsibility that the subject deserves. 

Mf. 8PEAKER: The procedure I suggest in a motion of this 
character is, immediately after the motion is moved, to put it to the 
House whether the House wants to discuss the report or not. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, before you put it 

to the House, through you, I want to ask whether Government would 
not be pleased to formulate the issues on which 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow it. You can ask that 
question later on. 

The motion that the report of the Bengal Land Revenue Commis- 
sion be discussed was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I suggest, Sir, that 
the lengthy speech of the Hon'ble Minister be circulated to the members 
so that it may be read along with the original report? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought that you had heard everything. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: It is impossible to 
remember everything. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: The question thit I 
wanted to ask 


Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow that. 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHANS The principal point in the Floud 
Commission Report is the question of State acquisition of aamindari 
right. The Commission has very pertinently quoted relevant extracts 
to prove that it is within the powers of the autonomous Government to 
abolish Permanent Settlement. The *samindar members of the Com* 
mission have, however, in the note of dissent stated that without the 
overwhelming backing of public opinion such a revolutionary change 
should not be effected. But we are all aware of the election manifestos 
of the major political parties in the last election, from which it will 
appear that they are all pledged to support abolition of Permanent 
Settlement. Public opinion has thus expressed itself already. It is 
now only the question of compensation which should be determined. 
From Mr. Gurner’s report it appears that the Advocate-General has held 
that some compensation has to be given to the zamindar, but it need not 
be full compensation or market value but only what the Legislature 
tfcink fit. From the rent history of Bengal, Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin Hosain has traced in his note of dissent that the rents 
of Bengal have been enhanced at least by 160 per cent., since Perma- 
nent Settlement, although there were definite instructions from the 
Court of Directors to the effect that the current rent of the raiyat 
should be as certain as the revenue of the zamindars. The landlords 
ha\e expropriated the raiycits to the extent of 500 crores by enhancing 
rents and if this be adjusted against the compensation even at 20 times 
of the landlord s profit the landlord should not only not get anything 
but should disgorge 400 crores. These important factors should be 
given due weight in fixing compensation and I think it will be more 
than right if only 5 times is given as compensation and that at a 
graduated scale, say, from 2 times to 8 times — the larger estates and 
zamindars having less, as their market value is much less. 


Public opinion has already expressed itself, the Commission have 
also by a clear majority found in favour of abolition of Permanent 
Settlement and it is now up to the Legislature to give effect to the 
recommendations and stop for ever the absurd practice of allowing more 
than three-fourths of the land tax to be appropriated by a class of indi- 
viduals for their private benefit, enjoyment and luxury while for want 
of money in tbe coffers of the State our education, our agriculture, and 
our industries are being starved to death. We must abolish Permanent 
Settlement and must bring the actual tillers of the soil in direct touch 
with the State. But I agree it will take a few years to give full effect 
to State acquisition. In the meantime we should do all we can to 
imjyove the lot of the raiyats who are the backbone of the country and 
to improve our finance for introducing ameliorative measures. 

The following are some of the important recommendation, of the 
Commieeion regarding which there will be very little difference of 
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opinion and there are no insurmountable difficulties in giving effect to 
them almost immediately. It is therefore our united demanB that the 
Government should declare their acceptance of the recommendations on 
the floor of the House and should state definitely by which date they 
will be in a position to give effect to them : — 

The imposition of an agricultural income-tax has been recommended 
unanimously by the members of the Commission and they have 
also recommended that the whole tax should -be applied solely for the 
improvement of agriculture (vide paragraph 137, page 64). Govern- 
ment should immediately give effect to this recommendation. Agricul- 
tural income-tax may be provisionally fixed on the basis of assets deter- 
mined at cess revaluation, 20 per cent of the assets being however 
deducted on account of cost of collection and non-iealisation. Any 
assessee proving less collection might be given refunds at the end of the 
year. 

The Commission in paragraph 152 of their report have recommended 
that transfer of raiyati lands should be restricted to families owning 
less than 20 acres (or less than 5 acres per head) in order to prevent 
accumulation of large quantities of land in one hand except for 
scientific large scale farming. A Land Alienation Act on these lines 
should be enacted at once. 

The Commission has recommended small irrigational schemes 
for increasing the twice cropped area ( vide paragraph 213 of the report). 
Government should set apart Its. 5 lakhs or so annually for these small 
irrigational works and Government should initially bear the entire cost 
of such works and should get these works done through Director of 
Village It econ struct ion. One-third or one-fourth of the cost might be 
recovered later on in easy instalments after the land is improved. 

The Commission in paragraph 226 of their report have recommended 
that in view of the pressure of population on land, Government should 
take the initiative in the development of factories in rural areas and 
of cottage industries and that this could bo done by Government's 
purchasing a certain ]>eroentage of share, by guaranteeing dividends 
up to a certain limit or by assuring the purchase of a certain quantity 
of manufactured articles. Government should at once find out what 
local industries are struggling and what new industries can be started 
in rural areas with prospect of profit and should start encouraging 
them as recommended by the Commission. As an encouragement to 
cottage industries they should start State-financed cottage industry 
factories with the men of the Department of Industries who have been 
drained in various cottage industries and should eventually sell off 
the factories to the employees after raising the share capital from their 
pay at a monthly rate of 6J per cent, or so. 
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In paragraph 27C of the Teport, it is stated that in the opinion of 
the majority there is no justification for enhancing rents of raiyati 
so long as the present land revenue system remains unaltered, as*the 
increase in rent due to enhancement would not be returned to the 
raiyat* in the shape of improved social services. In paragraph 37 of 
their report the Commission has quoted an extract from the despatch 
of the Court of Directors sanctioning Permanent Settlement from 
which it will appear that it was one of the objects of Permanent Settle- 
ment to make the rents of raiyat* as fixed and certain as the revenue 
of zamindars. The report however states that no provision to that effect 
was made in the Permanent Settlement Regulation of 1793, but the 
Commission evidently overlooked the provisions of Regulation IV of 
1794 to which pointed attention has been drawn in the note of dissent 
of Khan Bahaduf Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hossain, page 282, which was 
really the Peramunent Settlement Regulation of raiyat * , but its provi- 
8^)ii became infruetuous on passage of Panjum and Haptum regulations 
giving arbitrary powers of distraint and dispossession to zamindars for 
ensuring punctual payment of Government revenue on which alone the 
success of the Permanent Settlement scheme depended. But what- 
ever the effect might be, there is no denying the fact that Court of 
Directors had ordered rates of rent of raiyats to remain fixed and 
unaltered for ever and actually a regulation to that effect was passed 
within a year of enactment of Permanent Settlement Regulations. The 
raiyat * were however weak and the zamindars on being armed with 
arbitrary powers, the former could not retain the rights as solemnly 
given to them as to the latter. In the face of these facts with what 
show of justice and equity can the present Legislature even now allow 
further enhancement in the rents of raiyats , especially when at pages 
256 and 257 the representatives of the zamindars in the Commission in 
their note of dissent definitely disclaim all right to enhance rent of 
raiyats except for improvement effected at their (zamindars') cost? In 
their note of dissent at the bottom of page 246 of the report, the 
zamindar members definitely say, “We do not seek to enhance rents 
ordinarily and stand for fixity of rents in normal circumstances. It 
is only in the case of improvements effected by landlords that a legiti- 
mate return Tor their investments should l>e assured." The phrase 
“We (zamindars) stand for fixity of rent" is very significant. How can 
after this any question of enhancement of rents of raiyat arise except 
on the gronnd of improvement by zamindars? Should not the Legis- 
lature once for all set at rest the question of enhancement by landlords 
by restricting it definitely on account of improvements at landlords’ 
cost? , We think they should go further and enhancements made on 
other grounds if proved in court should be declared as non-realisable. 
This will be only consistent with their own admission. Instead of 
driving the raiyat* to law courts, it will perhaps be better to enaet 
a law declaring all enhancements made by landlords unrealisable except 
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for improvement made by them and amending the Bengal Tenancy Act 
to the effect that the enhancement sections except only the one regard* 
ing -enhancement on the ground of improvement by landlords, are 
inapplicable to tenants of permanently-settled area. 

The above five points are our immediate demands and we do hope 
they will be accepted by the Government. 

Maharaja 8A8HI KANTA ACHARYYA CHOUDHURY, of Mukta- 
gaohft, Mymensingh: Mt. Speaker, Sir, amidst reports of the Com- 
mission and their comments and various other speculations we have not 
yet been apprised of the definite jvoliey of the Government. From 
consideration of surrounding circumstances, I would not have thought 
the present moment to he a very proper occasion for the discussion of 
such a controversial subject which involves the interest of a laTge number 
of people in the province. T do not propose to waste our time at this 
stage over the theoretical discussions about the contrary claims of tip 
State, zamindars and tenants about the proprietorship of land. Let us 
consider the problem from the practical standpoint. 

I would ask you to remember that the landed proprietorship has, 
of late, been the first point of attack by successive expropriatory legis- 
lations. Before the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1928, the value of 
proprietary interest was between 80 to 40 times of the net profit. After 
the legislation of 1928, the value deteriorated to 20 to 25 times. Again 
in 1988, legislation took away the rights to pre-emption and transfer 
fee amounting to about 40 lakhs of rupees a year. The imposition of 
education cess has reduced the value still further. 

Besides, the imposition of the burden of collecting road and public 
works and education cesses, free of cost, entail a sacrifice of about 25 
per cent., which includes costs of realisation and unrealised amounts. 
Landholders collect on behalf of the Government cesses of over 40 lakhs 
of rupees of the tenants’ share and as regards the education cess, so far 
as Mymensingh is concerned, over ten lakhs of rupees are realised. So, 
if further impositions continue, we can very reasonably apprehend that 
the value of landed interests may be reduced to “nil” and in that case 
the question of multiples of compensation will no longer trouble any- 
body, If this state of tilings be allowed to continue, who will here- 
after feel any sense of security with respect to any right in property, 
be it camindari, tea estate, mill or any other profitable industry? 

The Land Revenue Commission has recommended a scheme of State 
acquisition of landed interest, though the evidence produced before the 
Commission is over-whelmingly against it. Acquisition should generally 
be on the hasis of consent of the parties for any scheme of compulsory, 
^acquisition without adequate compensation is bound to react on the 
security of any form of private property. If, however, the Govern- 
ment ftlll persist, then, in my humble opinion, they should first select 
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* particular area for trying the experiment, because I have every 
Reason to % believe that it will prove to be a failure. The tenants being 
‘encouraged by the trend of present-day legislations are disinclined to 
pay their rents and other dues and are gradually developing a menta- 
lity of non-payment of dues. 

Considering the above, if Government thinks that State acquisition 
will be profitable to the Public Exchequer, then in all fairness, they 
should purchase the entire interests from the topmost right down to 
the lowest with proper price. By proper price I mean the sum the 
return on which will yield, at least, to the recipient his present income. 
The proposed flat rate scheme is arbitrary, as no discrimination is 
proposed to be made as to the comparative value of different kinds of 
lands yielding varying degrees of income, and partial acquisition of 
a few upper interests will only mean shifting the rights from one 
class to the othef. If without paying the proper price, the State 
expropriates them, it will be driving the expropriated jieople to 
^esperation. 

A’ow, the main criticism against the present land-tenure system of 
Bengal, as far us 1 can understand, is (1) that the Public Exchequer 
suffers from an inelastic system of permanent revenue, (2) that the 
State haN no direct contact with the actual cultivators of the soil, and 
{.‘i) that the agricultural improvements are lacking in the present 
arrangement. 

As regards the financial loss of revenue to Government, my answer 
is that though the incidence of rent is the lowest in Bengal, the 
incidence of taxation is the highest. Taxation in Bengal per head is 
Hs. 7-8 as against Its. 5-11 in Madras, Its. 'J-6 in United Provinces 
and Its. l-Ll in Bihar. The central taxation per head is lis. 5-Ii in 
Bengal as against Its. 1-11 in Madras, annas 9 in United Provinces, 
and annas 2 in Bihar (page -14(1, Volume I). Bengal pays dO per cent, 
of the total income-tax, i.e., the highest (page 522, Volume V). Again, 
out of the entire Stamp revenue more thun one crore and a half is due 
to the present landed system. Thus, it cannot be said that there has 
been any financial loss in Bengal owing to the Permanent Settlement. 

Again, if the State comes into direct touch with the actual tillers 
of the soil, tlie tendency of non-payment, as I have indicated before, 
will constantly keep the public revenues in a state of flux and 
uncertainty. In that case, there is every risk for the State to incur 
financial loss. 

As regards agricultural improvements, my submission is that 
successive tenancy legislations have kept almost no scope for the display 
of gefsonal initiative by landlords. Rather, I would suggest a provi- 
sion is urgently necessary in tenancy Acts to enable people to acquire 
lands with proper price for improved and scientific agriculture. Agaiq* 
it has been suggested that State acquisition apart from its financial 
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* aspect, is to be justified mainly on the ground of strengthening the rela- 
tions of Government with the actual cultivator. I submit, Sir, it is a 
mere sentiment with neither any practical gain to the Stdte nor any 
improvement as to the lot of the cultivators. Besides the Commission is 
definitely of opinion that no fixity of rent can be guaranteed to the 
tenants. In that case tenants have nothing more to gain. In case of 
State acquisition too, they will have to pay rent and other dues. 

The problem oi‘ uneconomic holdings, due to pressure of population 
on land, cannot be relieved by State acquisition of superior rent- 
receiving interest. State devoid of the motive force of personal gain 
cannot be expected to effect agricultural improvement, financial limita- 
tions of the State also Htand in its way. Raiyatxcari areas in other 
parts of India — as raiyntwari system has been expressed to be the aim 
of the Land Revenue Commission — do not bear any proof of State 
activity for agricultural improvement. The situation may, of course, 
be otherwise, if the entire land** including tenants’ rights are appro- 
priated by State and lands are redistributed so as to form economic 
holdings. In that case, too, future subdivisions either by transfer or 
succession are to be barred for ever. Again it is very doubtful if State 
is in a position to undertake the heavy financial burden it may involve, 
and it is also to be seen if State shall in that case be able to employ 
the surplus population that will necessarily be relieved of agricultural 
occupation. 

So, Sir, the real palliative for this chronic malady of rural poverty 
does not lie with the present system of land tenure. It is to be sought 
elsewhere. No good will be done by expropriating landed interests 
except exasperating a large body of loyal citizens and burdening the 
State with heavy financial burdens. If again the problem of agri- 
cultural improvement is a pressing one, the present-day communistic 
tendency of non-payment of rent and other legal dues is no less press- 
ing. Private landlords and even the Government are feeling the diffi- 
culties in realising rents. 

On these, Sir, I would press on your consideration to appraise the 
practical effects of the proposed scheme of appropriation and a general 
sense of insecurity with respect to rights in private property it will 
create and most earnestly ask to put a stop to continual disturbance 
of the economic relations of our people and remedy the loss that the 
infringements of rights have caused to landowners, and in fairness and 
equity, as in other provinces, the land-owning community should be 
provided with proper facilities for realising rents speedily and effec- 
tively as they have to discharge their financial obligations to the State 
under the Sunset law. 

Again, in conclusion, Sir, I would ask all to bear in mind the 

* ultimate good of both the landlords and the tenants and I think the 
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Permanent Settlement in lands and the security it confers on rights to 
property \re the best assets that tenants and landlords can count upon 
for the ultimate welfare of our province. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Chairman, Sir, I 
heard with rapt attention the speech read by the Hon’ble the Minister, 
but I must confess that the Hon’ble the Minister did not throw jaay 
light over and above the report submitted by the Commission* #8fK 
as a good Professor of Chemistry he has fully analysed microscopically 
the various points and issues raised by the Commission, but before I 
give my views on the recommendations of the Commission I would like 
to remind the House the solemn pledge we gave just on the eve of our 
general election. Sir, it was in the year 1936 that we assured our 
constituency that it should be our primary duty to abolish the 
zamindary system with the Permanent Settlement. Sir, the Com- 
mission was appointed by the Government in the year 1938. I will 
analyse and show the speed and earnestness with which this Govern- 
ment has so long dealt with this vital problem. That Commission was 
appointed in 1938. Government did not know their own mind. After 
one year of the appointment of the Commission three more members 
were added to it possibly to add to the voting strength of the Com- 
mission. Sir, the Commission submitted its report in two years’ time 
in March, 1940. The same report was submitted again to one Special 
Officer of the Government, Mr. Gurner, to analyse and report on the 
report and that was in July, 194(1 To-day is the 28th of July, 1941. 
After full 13 months Government has come absolutely with no proposal. 
It has come here with the request that, we should discuss this matter. 
What should we discuss? Sir. it was the definite opinion of the over- 
whelming majority of the people of Bengal that zamindary system 
with Permanent Settlement should be abolished. I maintain that view 
that this system should not be allowed to continue and it must be 
abolished, but, Sir, I am afraid Government is not serious. Sir, 
according to the Government of India Act, 1935, this is the last session 
of this House. Had Government been serious, it ought to have drafted 
a Bill and placed it for the consideration of this House this session. 
We will discuss this report along with the report of Mr. Gurner. 
Government will possibly invite another Round Table Conference 
consisting of zamindars and tenants and they will also submit their 
report and that will again come before us for our consideration. Sir, 
this is the way of shelving a question affecting a vital question of this 
country. 

Sir, I must congratulate the Commission for accepting the funda- 
mental, that is, the Commission has definitely recommended the aboli- 
tioil^of the zamindary system. The questions that have been raised 
by the Maharaja, namely, the question of obligation, the question of 
other things, the question of justification, do not arise at all. Ther~ 
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might be some justification for the East India Company to do this and 
to do that. There might be some obligation of the then Home Govern- 
ment with regard to the permanence of zaminary right. But, Sir, Acts 
are repealed. Acts are made by the Legislature, ActB are made by 
Parliaments, and Acts are repealed. This is the custom in the Parlia- 
ment of every country. Sir, we are out to repeal that Regulation of 
1793. We may differ from the Commission in some material parti- 
culars, that is, we differ from the Commission with regard to the ques- 
tion of compensation. 

It may be 2A per cent. ; it may be 5 per cent, as suggested by 
Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan; or it may be 7$ per cent. I have also my 
individual opinion, but not the opinion of the party to which I belong. 
The opinion of the party will be expressed by the leader of the party, 
but my individual opinion is this and I have no hesitation in holding 
that opinion that there is no reason why any compensation should be 
given at all to the zamindars in Bengal, particularly to the old 
zamindars who are enjoying zamindari from the time of the East India 
Company. They have profited much, they have benefited much, they 
have exploited much. So, Sir, the question of giving compensation to 
the zamindars who are enjoying zamindari from the days of the East 
India Company hardly arises. With regard to the zamindars who have 
recently purchased zamindaries, Sir, we may consider their claims with 
regard to compensation that is to be given to them. In this respect, 
Sir, the Advocate-General’s opinion is very clear. We ore the 
authority to decide whether cxnnpensatiou should l»e given to the 
zamindars or not. It is up to us to decide that. We may give them 
"2J per cent, or 5 per cent, or more than that, but I must tell those 
zamindars very clearly that there are bad investments and good invest- 
ments. My European friends know very well that there are bad 
investments as well as good investments. If it is a bad investment, 
naturally they will incur loss, and so, Sir, the new zamindars made a 
bad investment and as such they have no justification to claim 
substantial compensation from this Government. To claim compensa- 
tion means that the poor peasantry will again be oppressed and 
exploited. My personal view is that no arrears should be paid either 
to Government or to the zamindars. 

Then, Sir, it has been suggested that the rate of rent should be 
reduced by Government and that half should go to the zamindars along 
with compensation. The Commission suggested that there should be 
no reduction of rent. They have maintained that the rate is fair and 
equitable. Possibly they have said that, but my personal view is that 
the rate should be reduced at least to the extent of 50 per cent., it 
half. If you ask me, Sir, I can say that I am in favour of peaeent 
proprietorship, end that nothing short of peasant propmtorshi|t will 
^satisfy me. We will develop our agriculture and our agricultural 
produce will be taxed and I am sure that if it is done under a National 
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Government, the revenue that will come t-o the coffers of Government 
from land $'ill amount to more or less 2 erores and 40 lakhs of rupees. 
It cannot exceed Rs. 3 erores and in that case. Sir, we will fret more 
revenue from agriculture. 

Our aim and ambition is peasant proprietorship. 

Sir, I quite realise that some money was invested by the anmiudara 
and the land in some eases was developed bv them and in some cases 
out of charities they have started some schools or hospitals or other 
public utility concerns. For that they win claim compensation, hut our 
claim is the claim of the right to live. Peasants only want to have the 
right to live. In spite of the big charities of zamindars of Bengal 
towards the public utility concerns, what is the condition of the peasants 
of Bengal to-day y I can say, Sir, from my personal experience that 
this year particularly HO per cent, of the peasants of Bengal are not 
getting two square meals a day. Sir, this is the net result. The 
minority view is that this is due to this and that, that this is due to 
the inheritance laws, that this is due to the social condition of the 
Hindus and Mussulmans, that this is due to the birth rate and other 
things. (At this stage the blue light lit up.) Sir, Government was 
given full one hour. Each member wants 20 minutes. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. 8&rat Chandra Bosa): You have still three 
minutes more. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Thank you, Sir. I will 
put forward m\ proposal before Government. If Government is serious, 
if Government means business, if Government do not propose to shelve 
this matter, I ask the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister to come forward 
with a Bill this .session. The report is there. We are not students 
that we should require an analysis from a Professor or from any 
Minister. We know the condition of Bengal ourselves. We under- 
stand things ourselves. So, I a^k the members of the Coalition Party 
to he serious in the matter. 1 know that several members of the 
Coalition Party including Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed will give notice of a 
resolution to the effect that the report of the Land Revenue Commission 
be given effect to by the 31st December, 1941. I say here that the 
members belonging to the Coalition Party should he serious and should 
maintain the view that on this report which we are discussing to-day 
Government should be forced to formulate a Bill. Questions of pay- 
ment of compensation, arrears of rent or reduction of rent aie mere 
details. We will put forward our amendments to the Bill according to 
the jifwgoints of our Group. That is immaterial; no discussion is 
necessary. I maintain this view and I say again that to allow this 
matter to he discussed in the House is to shelve this matter for good.*, 
This business* should have precedence to any other business that is on 
8 
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the list of business. We can suspend for the time being the Calcutta 
Municipal Bill ; we are prepared to suspend for the time being the 
Secondary Education Bill and other Bills, but, Sir, this business cannot 
wait. 

The Revenue Minister has laid a great stress on the question of 
minority view and has requested us to consider the pros and cons of 
the minority view of the Land Revenue Commission. Sir, we have 
considered it. We have considered it twice. We maintain and make 
it clear to him and to others of his way of thinking that we are not 
prepared to consider these matters any longer in view of the fact that 
the peasants have a right to live. The conditions of the peasants 
require immediate improvement. Therefore, Sir, the question of 
minority view does not arise. , 

Mr. «l. W. CHIPPENDALE: Sir, we are thankful to the Floud 
Commission, its Secretary and the staff for the immense pains taken, 
to simplify so complex a problem and for putting the issues arising 
therein, so clearly before us. The most important point which arises 
for discussion is “What is the benefit which accrues to the cultivating 
raiyatY What does he actually get which he does not now possess?” 
The whole difficulty to my mind, consists in the army of middlemen 
who stand between the zamindar and the agriculturist and take a share 
in the rent paid. They do nothing to earn that share. They are more 
in the nature of parasites and they should be the first to go. No tenures 
or under-tenures of any kind should be permitted to come between the 
man who cultivates and the rent-receiver, whoever that may be, whether 
the Government or a private individual. The zamindar with all his 
faults, has hitherto, wittingly or unwittingly, rendered a great and 
distinctive service as a buffer between the tiller of the soil and the State. 
When anything went wrong, there he was ready to be blamed by every- 
body including the public. Now, when the Government intends to buy 
over hie interests and stand in his place, the Government must also be 
prepared, in every way, to meet agrarian troubles of every kind and to 
take the most effective measures to quell them, when necessary or 
imperative. There will be no buffer at that time nor any scape-goat 
on which the sins of the many may he laid. Furthermore, if and when 
the Government buys up the interests of the zamindar and of the middle- 
men and stands in their shoes and comes into direct contact with the 
cultivator, will that help matters at all? I assure you, it will not 
help either the Government or the cultivators of Bengal. Something 
more is needed, otherwise the old evils will reappear but in another name 
and form. W T hat is needed is to split up agricultural lands into small 
holdings. The unit holding to be neither too large nor too small, but 
enough, and a little more than enough, to satisfy the ambitions of an 
* average cultivator with an average family. And furthermore, these 
small holdings should, by law, be rendered incapable of 
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partition into smaller units. If on the death, of an owner- 
cultivatyr there be claimants, more than one, let the holding be put up 
for sale under protective restrictions, and the sale-proceeds divided 
among the heirs, but the holding itself should continue as “one entire 
and indivisible". This U what is needed to benefit the raiyat and 
benefit the country. Without this safeguard, the mere buying in of 
interests will not improve the situation nor advance the agricultural 
life of Bengal. With all due respect to the various decisions of the 
Privy Council and the most generous attitude of the Government in the 
past, I fail to see how any private individual can lay claim to mines 
and mineral rights. What has he or any of his ancestors done to 
advance or support such a claim? Have they made these minerals or 
enhanced their growth and value? 

(At this stage, the House was adjourned for twenty minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. J. W. CHIPPENDALE: Minerals are wholly and entirely a 
bounty of nature and as such belong to the State or to the nation as a 
whole. Mines and mineral rights should, therefore, be nationalised 
and that forthwith, without any compensation of any kind to anybody. 
The mere enjoyment of an unjust advantage, in the past, does not 
per se justify any further inroad into the coffers of the State. All 
mines and minerals should belong to the State and any one undertaking 
to work a mine must arrange directly with the Government and be 
content to take only a reasonable profit on his outlay and endeavour, 
ami the remainder of the issues and incomes arising from such sources 
should he utilised by the State for nation-building schemes and purposes. 

As regards fisheries, there is no doubt that something should be done 
to help the fisherman and give him a locus standi and a substantial 
interest in this lucrative engagement. At present, he has no rights and 
to use the language of the report “there is no limit to what can be 
exacted” from him. This is a matter which can he taken up and 
ought to he taken up by Government immediately. 

Before resuming my seat, let me once more thank all concerned for 
the masterly manner in which they have marshalled their facts in their 
historical setting and formulated their conclusions and recommendations. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we 
have at last had an opportunity of discussing the report of the I^and 
Revenue Commission which has been long overdue. Sir, I rise to speak 
0n this motion, not to represent the particular view-point of the Bengal 
Congress Assembly Party which will be done by the Opposition Leader 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, on another occasion ; I rise here, particularly, 
to represent the view-point of a party to which I have the honour to 
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belong and a party whose point of view it falls on me on occasions to 
express on the floor of this House — I mean the Labour Party of India 
which stands in close relationship with the organisation of the Indian 
peasantry known as the AlUndia Kisan Sabha. In rising to discuss 
this report the thing that oomes foremost in my mind is that, possibly 
in this House to-day, many of us are not aware what momentous and 
historic issue it is that we are about to discuss. Sir, probably its 
importance also is not sufficiently realised. When I look at the benches 
of the Coalition Party, I gasp in amazement to think that those benches 
should have been empty at a time when this report is being discussed, 
which has a bearing not only on the future (Government but on the 
whole fate of the people of Bengal. It strikes one as a result of a 
mere cursory perusal of the Land Revenue Commission’s report that the 
Commission has erred on the fundamental question, namely, the stand- 
point from which the question of land revenue system should he viewed. 
The Commission, Sir, has erred right through on this fundamental 
question. It has approached the land revenue system more as a mere 
revenue question, more as a mere administrative problem rather than 
as a living human question for the people of Bengal on which the whole 
of our future and the whole of our national economy would depend. 
Now, those who start from a wrong angle, those who start from a 
wrong standpoint, cannot he expected to arrive at a correct conclusion. 
They, Sir, did not go to the length of coming to grips with the problem : 
they merely go at a tangent to it. The land revenue system in Bengal 
is not a mere administrative problem: this land revenue system was 
introduced in its present form, even before the British Government had 
formally assumed control, in the times of the Last India Company: it 
bus been the stepping stone of the British power in India, and I think 
the House might congratulate Mr. Chippendale for throwing very 
important and valuable light on this question. Mr. Chippendale talked 
of the zamimlar as the useful scapegoat and as the buffer between the 
State and the people who should hear the brunt of the burden of the 
people’s wrath on his shoulder. The zamindars have been made the 
scapegoats behind which the Government wanted to hide their misdeeds. 
Just where we start with the fundamental contradiction of a State 
which is not a State of the people, to give expression to the people’s 
interest and the people's cause, but rather as a machinery for repress- 
ing the people as a whole, such a State is in need of a scapegoat, andT 
the zamindars, possibly, were set up by them as a scapegoat as well as 
• permanent machinery with which to provide a footing for itself on 
the basis of which it would grow. This is a very important fact which 
we must hear in mind when we discuss the Land Revenue Commission’s 
report. On the basis of tlie land revenue system which was introduced 
in those days the whole of the social structure of the province has 
grown. The characteristic feature of that social structure has been 
that the avenues of employment, initiative as well as the resources of 
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the peopfc have been very rigidly circumscribed. They have been 
circumscribed by the fra me- work of the Permanent Settlement itself. 
There was the State whose chief means of revenue was the land revenue 
to be drawn from the peasantry: there were the tillers of the soil who 
were producing that revenue for the Government : and in between those 
tillers of the soil whose number was limited and the Government, there 
was a vast multitude of people who in order to be able to live in this 
land must have a means of living. How were they to be maintained P 
Were they to go into the shipping? Were they to go into the oommerce 
and industries? If that had been the intention, there must be com- 
mercial and industrial developments and plans conceived and undertaken 
for the occupation of those people. Was that the intention of the State? 
No, certainly not. India, Bengal in particular, w f as to be merely a 
sort of a Imckwyd agricultural colony for the purpose of drawing raw 
materials from and for the purpose of selling industrial goods to its 
people. And with a view to making the Government which had no 
social roots whatsoever amongst our people going, they needed a sort 
of a hand or a net work of non-official police outposts, so to say. That 
was the whole conception on which this Permanent Settlement was 
devised in those days and the intermediate strata of the people — a vast 
multitude of people — were made dependent on land, not for producing 
any income hy tilling the land, not by supplementing agriculture with 
vitally necessary and useful subsidiary industries but just as inter- 
mediaries receiving a share of the rents, so that by this policy of 
Government the whole intermediate strata of the people were made to 
squat on the backs of our tenantry. Moreover, industries began to 
shrink — I do not wish for nothing to rake up hitter memories, but it is 
necessary also to recall to mind such stories which are not unfounded 
on truth that the textile industry, for instance, was purposely and 
deliberately suppressed. We may leave aside those gruesome stories 
about the cutting out of the weavers’ thumbs, hut even so the fact 
remains that when the textile industry was falling into decay, various 
other industries were also wiped out of existence hy the Government 
policy as well as by the impact of new forms of economic, commercial 
and trading activities. The result was the creation of an army of 
unemployed men. Moreover, about the time of the Permanent Settle- 
ment already lakhs and lakhs of the standing army laid been thrown 
* out of employment: they had been demobilised. 

The country on that account was infested with thuy*. We have 
heard of famines. The result was that gradually in between the 
Government and Ihe tillers of the soil grew up a vast army of 
unemployed. Fragmentation of land grew in ever more proportions 
ondKfhe direct result of it was that all those who were not finding any 
other avenue of employment or means of living were falling back on 
land. The pressure on land increased but the land itself did fid t 
increase in the least and by the creation of the Permanent Settlement 
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with a view to gain comparative stability, Government made thi entire 
middle classes of Bengal depend on land rent or some share of it. The 
result has been that industry has not grown in this province, commerce 
has not grown in this province. We hear to-day of crusades against 
non-Bengalees coming and monopolising our industry, commerce and 
trade. This state of affairs is a direct product of the land revenue 
system. ‘ Those who might have otherwise gone forward in industrial 
enterprise, who might have devoted their initiative and energy for the 
creation of other means oi living — the corresponding classes of which 
have been enterprising traders and merchants in Ahmedabad and other 
parts of India — remained as intermediary raiytit * between Government 
and landlords. It is the cumulative effect of that process which was 
nurtured the developing crisis of the social and economic life of Bengal. 
To-day it is no good for Government to stand aside as a neutral observer, 
and to try and apportion blame to others for the legacy of its own 
deliberate misdeeds. It is the direct outcome of Government’s 
policy. By that policy they created an army of unemployed; they shut 
out avenues of employment for the vast majority of our people between 
the Government and the landlords. Only an infinitesimal fraction was 
absorbed in the services to carry on the administrative functions of the 
Government. In its trail the Permanent Settlement at last gave rise 
to the system of usury — the system of money-lending resulting in 
the permanent slavery of the peasant to debts which also has led on 
to the worst ruination of the province. Now to-day we are faced with 
a desperately impoverished pest sail try. We are faced with a vast army 
of unemployed. We are faced with a position where industry has 
hardly developed even beyond its infant stage. There are no commercial 
openings for the people. How are you going to solve this problem? 
Laud cannot be taken just as a men* problem of revenue administration 
of Government ; whether Government have lost in revenue or Govern- 
ment have gained in revenue as a result ot Peimanent Settlement is 
not the vital point. The question is whether this system benefited our 
people or whether this system has ruined our people. This has ruined 
our people as it undoubtedly has and as we find it universally admitted 
to-day. Those now' in seat of power ai*e simply trembling at the 
prospect of agrarian revolt. We have heard an honourable member 
on one side talking about the danger of communism and no-rent move- 
ment. There are all these dangers, undoubtedly. But the greatest 
danger of all is the failure to tackle the problem and to come to gripe 
with it. To go at a tangent will not lead to a solution. The Lend 
Revenue Commission should have considered the question of the land 
system of the province in its bearing on the whole social and economic 
life of our people and from that standpoint it should have taken into 
(fenaiderntion also the other branches of industry, commerce, trade and 
professions which are intimately related. Only a comprehensive. 
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connected scheme can give us a solution. From that standpoint 1 find 
from the Land Revenue Commission's report that it has narrowed down 
its scope and*g:one on wrong- issues. It is no more a question of com- 
pensation here and there. The question has arisen about expropriation. 
It is well known that vast strata of our people do not depend entirely 
on their land rent for their income, hut they are nevertheless tied down 
to land. The entire taluk Jar class of this province, the entire small 
land-holding classes of this province would not mind, I am sure, from 
the standpoint of their better judgment, seeing that their little rent- 
receiving holdings were expropriated, if in return they found un 
assurance and guarantee for employment for their sons, relations mid 
dependents who are to-day clamouring for employment. You cannot 
solve this land revenue question without regarding it as a connected 
and integral part of the question of our entire national economy. The 
question has arisen what compensation to pay to those who will be 
losing their rent-receiving holdings. The compensation cannot be in 
teims of money. Compensation in terms of money is the least part of 
it. Compensation should lie by guarantee of employment. l)o not give 
them any comj>ensation in terms of money, because that money com- 
pensation will only mean imposing an added burden oil the peasantry, 
The zamindar of to-day would become the bond-holder of to-morrow. 
The zamindar instead of having to draw his rent out of the present 
znmindary system would l>ecome a bond-holder to the Government. He 
would be receiving his income and Government would become a glorified 
landholder and would require more revenue. Hut that will not solve 
the problem. Simply by taking over the land bv Government as it is 
to-day does not solve the {People's problem. Taking over the land 
means taking over the people's problem and must bo followed by a 
connected comprehensive scheme of national planning of which land 
must lie an integral part. Government should take over land from 
the rent-receivers for the purpose of collectivising agriculture, for 
increasing the yield from land, for developing all the subsidiary indus- 
tries on a province-wide scale, for controlling and taking under State 
control all the vital industries that are extant. We must take into 
account the resources in industrial material and man power. That man 
power cannot die left aside and that is the primary means of a real 
approach to the problem and tackling it. This discussion will be 
merely by way of expressing our points of view. We shall be in a 
position to classify those points of view and, I hope, later on an oppor- 
tunity will be given for a serious deliberation about the positive^ outcome 
of this discussion and to formulate definite legislative proposals. I 
suggest that a conference of representatives of all parties of this House 
together with experts from outside and the representatives of the 
tenants also might be brought together to approach this problem from 
this standpoint and to take immediate action. Meanwhile, Sir, I think 
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that instead of wasting Rs. 98 crores, as suggested, for ^;he mere 
purchase of land, Government may conceive a bolder plan* to raise at 
least Rs. 100 crores immediately and if necessary to float greater amounts 
of money from the money markets of the world in order to finance a 
comprehensive scheme which will be of real benefit to the people of 
the province. 

Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I have listened with very 
great interest and care the observations made by my previous speakers. 
1 must frankly say that most of them have considered only the one side 
of the shield and have completely overlooked the other side which is 
perhaps the most important aspect of the situation. 

Perhaps in their great anxiety to see the zamindars completely 
crushed and the zamindary system completely annihilated they have 
ignored this and have not considered the matter in its true perspective 
and in all its aspects. May I ask them with all the seriousness and 
earnestness that T can command that if the recommendations of the 
Commission are immediately given effect to then what will be its effect 
on the economic, political and social conditions of the country at large? 
Have they earnestly considered what will he its effect on the whole 
nation? Have they seriously judged how much and how far the raiyats 
— I mean the real and actual tillers of the soil — will In* really 
benefited by it, and how far their lot will he improved? To my mind, 
Sir, it may prove detrimental to their interest which is but the interest 
of the nation as u whole. 

The Commission has said that the Bengal raiyats are not heavily 
taxed. I do not know if this is acceptable to this House. If that be 
the case then what specific and special benefit or relief the raiyats will 
really get out of it. 

If the idea is only to efface the zamindars and to establish a nntional 
estate with only the Government and the actual tillers of the soil, even 
then I do not know what lamefit the raiyats will derive out of it. It 
is yet to be ascertained whether the raiyats are more happy in a khas 
mahal or under a zamindar. 

If this bo the idea, then 1 also earnestly pray that let the policy 
of our new ally — I mean the ljemninn principle of Soviet Russia — 
he adopted and all vested interests be simultaneously expropriated. 

Sir, I may be permitted to say that like a businessman who invests 
his funds for a trade, commerce or industry, we and our forefather® 
invested our hard earned funds for a business on lands. We actually 
purchased these properties on payment of fair and equitable prices. 

If other businessmen are allowed to carry on their business with 
^impunity, may I enquire on what principle of justice or equity our 
properties will be expropriated? 
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Now 'coming on the other side — namely, the actual situation in 
the country, I may claim to speak with my very close and intimate 
knowledge of the actual situation in the country — specially in the 
West Bengal, I am fully convinced that this measure if given effect to 
will create a revolution in the social, economic and political structure of 
the whole Bengali community. The proposals as embodied in the report 
are based almost entirely on theoretical propositions and ideas and it 
bespeaks a colossal ignorance of the actual situation in the country at 
large. The Permanent Settlement has worked for well over a century 
and a half and during these long years this system has boldly withstood 
not only the onslaughts of the legislature but it has also faced nobly 
and faithfully all .sorts of calamities — floods, famines and the like. 
Sir, the Bengal zemindars have played a most important part in shaping 
the present economic, social and political conditions of the country. 

I caunot say with authority about the actual state of affairs in the 
East Bengal but from my most intimate knowledge of West Bengal, 

I may say that most of the public institutions like the colleges, schools, 
madrassaht, tola and muktabs , charitable dispensaries, asylums for 
invalids and infirms and also public utility works like the construction 
of roods, bridges, embankments, irrigation channels, drinking water 
tanks, etc., owe to a very large extent their establishment and existence 
to the noble-minded and public-spirited generosity of the landholders. 
As a true man of the rural area, us one who lives actually in the rural 
areas and with rural people for a considerable portion of the year, I may 
say that the agriculturists for obvious reasons will still prefer to remain 
a raiyat under a zamindar than directly under the Government. In a 
country where people are daily dying in thousands from malaria and 
other preventible diseases, where more and more lands are gradually 
lying fallow eveiy year for want of projier irrigation facilities, where 
still a large numl>er of people are daily dying without any proper 
medical treatment and where people are daily being enfeebled and 
emasculated due to poverty, sickness and starvation, the result is that 
now in many eases the actual agricultural operations are being done 
by hired la homers coming from outside the province. 


The actual situation in different districts is widely different. Thus 
in the Burdwan district with an area of 2,669 square miles the land 
revenue is Rs. 30,43,000 and the incidence of taxation is 4£ annas per 
head of population. In Hooghly with an area of about 1,200 square 
miles the land revenue is about Its. !)£ lakhs and the incidence of taxa- 
tion per head of population is 4$ annas; while in Dacca with an urea 
of 3*700 square miles the land revenue is only Ils. 6,63,000 and the 
incidence of taxation is annas per head of population. The sume 
is also the ease in Mymensingh with an area of over 6,000 square milece 
and the land revenue is only about Rs. 10 lakhs. 
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Thus it will be seen that the West Bengal districts are most highly 
assessed and heavily taxed, leaving a very small margin of jfrofit or 
income to the zamindars. • 

The idea that the zamindars have a huge profit is equally an 
erroneous idea. Owing to various reasons there has been an alarming 
shrinkage in the total area of agricultural lands in many districts. 
In my district of Hooghly the total cropped area has been in 1880, 
541,400 acres, in 1901, 491,300 acres and in 1931, it has gone further 
down to 293,900 .acres only. Thus within a period of 50 years there 
has been an alarming shrinkage of 45 per cent, of the net cropped area. 

So while the land revenue remains the same as before, the rent roll 
has been practically reduced by 45 per cent, of what it was 50 years ago. 
This being the actual state of affairs how can there be a good profit 
to the zamindars particularly in the decadent and dyin^ districts like 
Burdwan and HooghlyP 

Now, Sir, regarding the proposal for the imposition of income-tax 
on agricultural income, I must say it is highly unjust, improper and 
grossly unfair. I would earnestly request the House to consider 
whether it is not a fact that while the non-agricultural income, i.e., 
int'ome from trade, commerce or industry or any other profession is 
taxed only in the shape of income-tax, the agricultural income is 
already most heavily taxed in the shape of road cess, jrablic works cess, 
primary education cess, union rates and last but not the least the 
heaviest toll, which the agricultural income has to bear is due to ever- 
increasing sickness and poverty of the agriculturists. The Government 
has failed and most hopelessly failed to improve their lot in any way 
as yet. I submit that the sum total of all these taxes on the agricul- 
tural income taken up together is proportionately much more than the 
income-tax now payable for non-agricultural income. So a fresh tux 
on agricultural income will be not only unfair, but it will prove to be 
n very heavy burden which will be almost impossible for them to pay. 
Moreover at a time when so many districts in the province have been 
the unfortunate victims of flood, cyclone or famine and when due to 
-the great war the prices of food and other articles of daily use have gone 
up considerably, the time is not at all opportune for the imposition of 
such a tax. 

From the condition now prevailing in our part of the country I may 
say that the lot of raiyats will not in any way improve even if they 
are completely exempted from the payment of any rent consecutively for 
3 or 4 years to come. I am ready to accept a challenge to prove that 
in any selected area within my own zamindary. No lasting and real 
improvement can be achieved unless the physical condition of the people 
is improved, unless the people are free from malaria and unless the 
fjjftility and productivity of the lands are enriched. Let the popular 
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Ministry rise^&qual to the occasion to achieve these ends. As a member 
of the smallest minority group in this House where out of 250 members 
we are only 5, I appeal to you, Sir, Mr. Speaker and through you to all 
the members of this House not only to my right or left but all around 
me, not to be carried bv emotions and sentiments but to pause for a 
while and seriously consider the actual situation in the country and 
real state of affairs prevailing in the country, before proceeding any 
further. Speaking on behalf of the landlords I may say that the 
zamindars are fully conscious of their present position, they are fully 
alive of their duties, clearly aware of their responsibilities and alert 
of their impending danger. But the zamindars are ready to rise equal 
to the occasion and to make any sacrifice if they are only convinced 
that therein’ the true salvation of the masses will be achieved. 

Sir, I once again repeat that these proposals which are based, as 
I have stated before, not on actual realities, will not be able to achieve 
the desired object of really improving the physical, economic and 
political conditions of the actual tillers of the soil, which feed the 
whole nation. 

In short, to ray mind it aims at having a measure which will create 
a colossal chaos, social evolution and economic revolution in the country 
without doing any read good to those for whom it is intended. 


Adjournment. 

The House was adjourned at 7-45 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 29th July, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 29th July, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, 8 Hon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Temporary assistants in Bengal Secretariat. 

•12. Maulvi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(1) the number, 

(2) educational qualification, and 

(8) length of service, 

of temporary assistants working at present in the various departments 
of the Secretariat? 

(It) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether any steps 
have been taken to make them permanent in pursuance of the promise 
given by his predecessor in this House in reply to a similar question 
on 1st April, 1988? 

(r) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Clerkship Examination is conducted by the Public Service Commission? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
that body was asked to examine the question? 

(v) If so, with what result? 

(/) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 


MINISTER in eharga off the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'blo Mr. H. 8. Buhrawardy): (a) A statement is laid on the table- 
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(b) Th<* honourable memler is mistaken in saying that my predeces- 
sor gave an^ such promise. The scheme of the Secretariat Recruitment 
Rules is that permanent vacancies should be offered to the best 
examinees of the year in which the vacancies occur and in this way 
only can Government hope to obtain the best candidates of each year. 

Temporary vacancies are offered to those who do not pass the 
examination sufficiently high to obtain a permanent appointment. 
From time to time when a temporary post is made permanent oppor- 
tunity is taken to absorb an assistant who has a long record of efficient 
service in that post but Government are satisfied that the present policy 
of filling each year’s permanent vacancies by the best candidates from 
that year’s examination is sound and must be adhered to. 

(c) Yes. 

(<7) and te) The Recruitment Rules have recently been revised in 
consultation with the Public Service Commission and the decisions 
arrived at on this point are summarised in (h). 

(f) Does not arise. 
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Primary schools and lavy of education cost in Mymensingji district. 

•13. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will tho 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased 
to state — 

(i) what the amount of annual revenue is from education cess in 
the district of Mymensingh; and 

(//) the numl>er of primary schools that existed in the district of 
Mymensingh befoie the education cess was levied? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the number of new primary schools (thana by thana) estab- 
lished; and 

(h) the nuinlier of Hindu and Muslim teachers anointed after the 

levy of the same cess? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether new 
scheme of primary education covers adult education also? 

(d) If the answer to (r) Ik* in the negative will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(f>) Has the attendance of the schools referred to in (b) been made — 

(i) compulsory for the children living within t heir orbits; and 

(it) free, in the sense that no charges for school fees and books 

are made from the children or their parents, and guardians? 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (</)(/) Rs. 8, ’>8, 704 (estimate). 

(ii) il, 088. 

(h) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) No. 

( d ) Adults are not children in terms of clause (0) of section of 
the Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act, 1930. 

(e) (i) No. 

(ii) Yes; free in the sense that no school fees are charged; but 
books are to be provided by pupils. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of starred question No . 73. 




No. of schools 

Serial Name of circles. 

Name of thanas. 

established 

No. 


after the levy 
of education 



cess. 

I. Sadar, Mymensingh 

(1) Kotwali 

59 

(2) Trisal 

61 

0. Muktagaoha 

(3) Muktagaoha 

62 

(4) Fulbaria 

66 
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No. of schools 

Serial Name of circles. 

Name of thanas. 

established 

> »»• 


after the levy 

» 


of education 
cess. 

3. Phulpur 

(6) Phulpur 

83 


(6) H&luaghat 

45 

4. Nandail 

(7) Nandail 

71 

5. Iswarganj 

(8) Iswarganj 

104 

6. Gaffargaon 

(9) Gaffargaon 

72 


(10) Bhaluka 

45 

7. Jamal pur 

(11) Jamalpur 

75 


(12) Nakta 

30 

8. Sherpur 

.. (13) Sliorpur 

97 


(14) Nahtal>ari 

85 

0. Dewanganj 

. . (15) Dewanganj 

50 


(16) I slam pur 

50 


(17) Hribardi 

53 

10. Sariahab&ri 

.. (18) Sarishabari 

31 


(19) Melandah 

36 


(20) Madarganj 

31 

1 1 . Tangtul 

(21 ) Tangail 

66 


(22) Baaail 

45 

12. Nagarpur 

(23) Nogarpur 

60 


(24) Mirzapur 

00 

13. Kalihati 

.. (25) Kalihati 

75 


(26) Ghatail 

55 

14. Gopalpur 

. . (27) Gopalpur 

92 


(28) Mmlhupur 

43 

15. Netrakona 

(29) Netrakona 

39 


(30) Purbudhaln . . 

50 


(31) Durgupur 

43 

16. Barhatta 

.. (32) Barhatta 

26 


(33) Atpara 

30 


(34) Kalmakantla 

34 


(36) Molmnganj 

30 

17. Kcniiua 

. . (36) Komhia 

02 


(37) Khaiiajuri 

23 


(38) Madau 

13 

18. Kiahoreganj 

(39) Kwhorogunj . . 

35 


(40) HusMunpur , . 

30 


(41) Itna 

39 


(42) Tarail 

30 


(43) Kannganj 

45 

10. Bajitpur 

(44) Bajitpur 

38 


(45) Astagrarn 

29 


(40) NikU 

42 


(47) Kuliarchar 

25 

20. Kathiadi 

. . (48) Kathiadi 

47 


(49) Pakundia 

30 


(50) Bhairab 

33 


Statement showing the number of Hindu and Muslim teachers appointed in 
primary schools in the district of Mymensingh after the levy of the Educa- 
tion cess in the district. 


6 


Hindu* 


1,104 

4,002 
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Muhammadan Marriage Registry Offices in Mymensingk district 

14# Mr. CIA8UOOIN A H ME D ! (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education (Registration) Department aware that the 
Kiusi Advisory Board of Mvmensingh passed a resolution for the estab- 
lishment of one Muhammadan Marriage Registry Office at each thana 
of the district P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any Muhammadan Marriage Registry Office at Madarganj, Melan- 
daha P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of taking early steps for the establishment 
of Muhammadan Marriage Registry Offices at each thana of the district 
especially ut Madarganj and Melaudaha? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) A new Marriage Registry Office has recently been 
sanctioned with headquarters at Madarganj for Madarganj' police- 
station and unions Nos. 1 to .‘1 of the adjoining [mlice-station Melanda 
and uuother at Naruiidi for unions Nos. 2 to !) of Jamalpur police- 
station, the remaining unions of the Melanda police-station continuing 
under the parent office at Jamalpur. The above division was sanctioned 
by Government after due consideration of the report of the District 
Advisory Committee, public convenience and administrative facilities. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Rooonstruotion of Sundalpur Debt Settlement Board, Tipper*. 

«. Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Subdivisional Officer (North), 
Oomilla, has submitted recommendations for the reconstruction of the 
Sundalpur Debt Settlement Board, police-station Daudkandi, in 
Tippera P 

, W ^ an8wer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the reconstructed Board is likely to 
be published in the GasetteP 
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MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): The matter is under consideration of the local 
officers. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister tie pleased to state 
whether he received any recommendation for the recount ruction of the 
Sundalpur Debt Settlement Board recently? 

The Hovt'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI. Will the non’ble Minister lie pleased to state 
whether Mr. Martin, Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, said 
to this effect with regard to the Sundalpur Debt Settlement Hoard: 

“You ore correct in saying that the Collector recommended the 
reconstitution and I accepted the Collector’s recommendation and 
forwarded the new name to the Government on the 10th February, 
1941.” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. You have supplied 
all the information. 

Average rate of rent per aore of land. 

10. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’blo Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing, district by district, the existing average rate of rent 
per bigha or per acre of land payable by the raiyats? 

MINI8TER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (ther 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): The attention of the member 
is invited to the figures showing the incidence of cash rent per acre for 
raiyati and under-rat yati interests, contained in Table No. YI (a) oa 
page 108 of the Report of the Land Revenue Commission, Bengal, 
Volume II, copies of which were circulated to the members of the 
Legislature. 

Report of the Non-Agrioultural Tenanoy Committee. 

11. Mr. MO. I8RAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether the report of the 
Non~4in , i cll lt ura l Tenancy Committee has since been submitted and 
published in the Gazette? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’bl# 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for such unusual delay F 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — t 

(») the number of sittings of this Committee till the 15th July, 
1941 ; 

(ft) the work done up to date; and 

(Hi) when the report of this Committee is likely to be available to 
the members of the Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: (a) and (c) (Hi) 
The report has only lately been submitted to Government. It will not 
be published in the Calcutta Gazette but copies have already been sup- 
plied to members of the Legislature. Copies have also been supplied 
to all leading newspapers for publication. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) (/) and ( ii ) There were in all 21 meetings of the Committee. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps Government did lake in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, does the 
question arise out of it? 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: In view ot the fact that the 
report of the Committee was published, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of considering the recommendations 
of the Committee? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Yes, Govern- 
ment are (Hmsidering. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when they are going to consider the recommendations 
«of the Committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: As soon as 
possible. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any chance of considering the desir- 
ability of these recommendations during this session P 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: I have stated, as 
aoon as possible. * 
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Adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I beg leave of 
the House to move an adjournment motion, for which you have been 
pleased to give your consent, relating to the communique issued by 
Government lost evening and published this morning. The motion is 
in the following terms: — 

“This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the decision 
of Government to withdraw for the present the concession of premature 
release of terrorist prisoners under conditions as announced through a 
Press communique issued on ‘28th July, 1941, and published in the 
newspapers on 2toh July, 1941”. 

Sir, a short statement as required under the rules is appended here- 
with. Mu\ I hand oxer the papers to you for your perusal!' 

(The fuaper* were handed over to Mr. Speaker for his perusal.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Hut, Dr. Sanyal, after coming here 1 find that 
there is a resolution which is No. 8 in the list of non-official resolutions, 
standing in the name 4)1 Mr. Satya Priya Bauerjee, relating to the 
same issue. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am afraid, Sir, you have entirely 
misunderstood the issue. Resolution No. 8 relates to the Defence of 
India Rules prisoners, hut this motion deals with Government’s new 
order concerning terrorist prisoners. I think neither Mr. Banerjee nor 
Government could anticipate the new policy and could conceive that 
resolution No. 8 would include terrorist, prisoners as well. We claim 
that terrorist prisoners belong to a different category, and I submit 
that the purport of Mr. Banerjee \s resolution is certainly entirely 
different. 


Mr. SPEAKER. I find that this resolution includes political 
prisoners of the terrorist type, through the words “other political 
prisoners” in addition to prisoners under the Defence of India Act. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs But, Sir, the Jail Code 
does^ot recognise political prisoners those known as the terrorist 
prisoners. They are regarded as convicted prisoners. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am not administering the Jail Code here. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I submit the rules do not preclude 
the discussion or criticism of a Government communique or a new 
Government policy by means of an adjournment motion. JFhat reso- 
lution No. 8 deals with an entirely different matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I think this question can be raised in con- 
nection with that resolution. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. May or may not be. We do not 
know the mind of Mr. Banerjee. 

Mf. SPEAKER. Whatever might be in the mind of Mr. Banerjee 
this question can be discussed under that resolution under rule 98(av). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But, Sir, rule 98(n>) relates to 
anticipatory motions only. But my present motion is not of that nature. 

Has this particular matter been previously appointed for con- 
sideration ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It could not have been possible 
because it only came to light this morning. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But only Friday is fixed for non-official reso- 
lutions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my submission is this. I 
have tabled a motion specifically to discuss a particular decision of 
Government which was brought to the notice of the public this morning 
and was token probably yesterday and the resolution given notice by 
Mr. Satya Priya Bauerjee deals generally with the immediate release of 
•all political prisoners specifically mentioning the Defence of Indio 
prisoners in particular 

Mr. SPEAKER: And other political prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But particularly mentioning them. 
My motion is on an entirely different subject and could not possibly 
have been previously appointed. In the circumstances of the case, Sir, 
this could not have been done. Buie 98 (iV) mentions that a motion 
must not anticipate a matter which has been previously appoint^ for 
consideration. I submit that this motion of mine deals with a matter 
.which could never have been previously appointed for the consideration 
of the House. 
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Mr.8P t EAKER: I am quite prepared to help you in every possible 
way. Xjet us be clear on the definite issue as to whether the terrorist 
prisoners ooftie within the purview of political prisoners. That has been 
the convention all along on this side of the House. Whatever the Jail 
Code may say, I am not concerned with it. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, do the Government admit it? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I take it that terrorist prisoners have all along 
been taken as politionl prisoners unless Government say they are not. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: The Home Minister has repeatedly 
said that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As a matter of fact, Sir, Govern, 
ment do not recognise any class of prisoners as political prisoners. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 did not notice this resolution before. 
Unfortunately Sir Nazimuddin is ill and what I suggest is that in case 
I hold the motion is in order 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Sir, you may take time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have given my consent and the preliminary 
stage is over. The only thing is whether it is in order and as a bar to 
it comes rule 98 (?r). If that is not a bar then in normal course it will 
be taken up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if you want to take it up on 
a subsequent day when Sir Nazimuddin may be conveniently present, 
then I will not stand in the way. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If Sir Nazimuddin is able to come to-morrow then 
I will send information to you through the Secretary. 

Th* Hon’fcla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : He is running a very 
high temperature and it is extremely doubtful whether he will be able 
to come to-morrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case I will get the information and send 
it over to you, Dr. Sanyal. 

Dlt NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that case, in the event of Sir 
Nazimuddin not being in a position to come, some other Hon’ble 
Minister may take it up. ** 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Bijoy, is Government prepared to take it up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It is better that 

it should be postponed till Sir Nazimuddin is here. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I hope the question of urgency 
will be waived. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Since I have admitted it the question of urgency 
does not arise. Even if it comes up after 10 days, that question will 
not arise. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

* 

Discussion on the report of the Bengal Land Revenue Commission. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We will now take up the discussion of the report 
of the Land Revenue Commission. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the discussion 
that is taking place just now is on one of the most momentous questions 
we have to deal with. Sir, the Floud Commission was appointed long 
before. Its report was submitted and thereafter an expert was appointed 
to examine the report. Briefly speaking, the question hinges on this, 
whether retention or abolition of the Permanent Settlement with 
aexnindary system will make or mar the future of this province, as has 
been said by Mr. Gurner. 

Sir, in the last elections, specially we of the Krishak Proja Party on 
^haif of the Nikhil Banga Krishak Proja Samity made this item of 
abolition of zemindary system as our first item in our election 
programme. Others also said this incidentally to catch voters so that 
they might get the sympathy of the public. Sir, Commissions have 
come and Commissions have gone; reports have been submitted time 
and on. Possibly they have supplied food for white-ants. (The 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Sinuh Roy : Not yet.) My friend Sir 
Bijoy says “not yet I do not know whether these reports will also 
meet with the same fate. But whether these reports meet with the 
same fate or not does not matter to us. W T e are determined to see it 
through, — that the Permanent Settlement is abolished — whether Sir 
Bijoy agrees or not. 

Now, Sir, what are the terms of reference to the CommiesiogP Sir 
Bijoy dealt with them yesterday. I will read out only the first item. 
^ The terms are, “generally speaking, to examine the distinct land revenue 
system of Bengal in its various aspects with special reference to 
Permanent Settlement, to estimate the effect of the system on the 
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economic and social structure of Bengal and its influence on the revenue® 
and administrative machinery of the Provincial Government, to appraise 
the advantages and disadvantages of the existing system and to devise 
what modifications, if any, can and should be made and in what manner 
and in what stages they should be effected; in particular, to examine 
the following questions: — ” Eight questions were framed, 1 need not 
go into all of them. I will simply read out the first one and that will 
serve my purpose. (1) “To what extent the underlying principles of 
the Permanent Settlement are of value to the social and economic 
structure of Bengal? Have those principles been defeated by the 
commercialisation of cultivating raiyats in land, and, if so, to what 
extent would it be possible and expedient to reassert them by revising 
the process of commercialisation P” 

• 

Sir, in order to have a thorough grasp of the thing we must have a 
review of the past. It is well known — I need not go into details — that 
the position of the cultivator vis-a-vis the State, whether in ancient 
times or during the Hindu rule or the Pathan rule or the Mughal rule, 
was that the State used to get a certain proportion of (he gross produce 
as rent. It varied at times. It might have been one-sixth at one time; 
it might have been one-fourth at one time; it might have been half, 
as is mentioned in reports, at the time of Aurangzcb. AVhatever might 
have been the proportion, the fact remains that the cultivator used to 
own the soil and (he State used to get only a portion of the produce. 

Sir, as I have already said in the beginning not only we made this 
as an item of our election manifesto, but we believe that the present 
zemindari system or the Permanent Settlement, as it is called, has done 
not only great harm to this province which was said to be one of the 
richest and most fertile provinces in the whole of India, hut it has 
brought about a national loss so far as the economic struct ure^a 
concerned. 

Sir, before I go into the discussion as to whether the Permanent 
Settlement is beneficial or disadvantageous to the country, let me go 
back to the stage from whence it emanated — I mean, Sir, the time when 
Permanent Settlement was inaugurated in this country. I will refer 
to the minutes of Lord Cornwallis. It is very well known, Sir, that 
at that time controversies raged over the fact whether the jama would 
be made permanent or not. Sir John Shore and Grant widely differed 
on this point. I will not lake the House to the labyrinth of endless 
and intricate minutes that passed between Sir John Shore, Grant and 
Lor^ Cornwallis. I will not tire the House with the details of those 
minutes, but, Sir, a few quotations from the Minute of Lord Cornwallis 
and a few quotations from the Minute of Sir John Shore will possibly 
serve my purpose. It is very well known that the Britishers cam© To 
this country at the time of the East India Company. The East India 
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Company penetrated peacefully into this country and in ordef to make 
a solid foundation, they had to get the support of a claa* of people 
and it is very well stated in the Minute of Lord Cornwallis. Therefore, 
Sir, the two points that were raised by Lord Cornwallis were firstly 
from the financial aspect that permanency of the jama must be made 
and, secondly, that greatest importance should be attached to political 
consideration of Permanent Settlement. I would refer you, Sir, in the 
first place to page 542 of the Fifth Report of the Select Committee. 
This is what Lord Cornwallis said : “We have by a train of the most 
fortunate events, obtained the dominion of one of the most fertile 
countries on the face of the globe, with a population of mild and 
industrious inhabitants, perhaps equal to, if not exceeding in number, 
that of all the other British possessions put together. Its real value 
to Britain, depends upon the continuance of its ability to furnish a 
large annual investment to Europe; to give considerable assistance to 
the treasury at Canton;. and to supply the pressing and extensive wants 
of the other presidencies.” Because, Sir, it is very w’ell known that 
the East India Company was waging war in other provinces to bring 
them under its domination. “A very material alteration in the 
principles of our system of management has therefore become indis- 
pensably necessary, in order to restore this country to a state of 
prosperity, and to enable it to continue to be a solid support to the 
British interests and power, in this part of the world.” Sir, more 
important than this is the political consideration. I would refer to 
page 541. Lord Cornwallis said, “in case of a foreign invasion” — Sir, 
it is a tragedy of fate that Lord Cornwallis being himself one of those 
foreigners who ruled this country, he said — “in case of a foreign 
invasion, it is a matter of the last importance, considering the means 
by which we keep possession of this country, that the proprietors of 
the lands should he attached to us, from ^motives of self-interest. A 
landholder, who is secured in the quiet enjoyment of a profitable estate, 
oan have no motive for wishing for a change. On the contrary, if the 
Tents of his lands are raised, in proportion to their improvement, if he 
is liable to be dispossessed, should he refuse to pay the increase required 
of him, — or if threatened with imprisonment or confiscation of his 
i property, on account of balance due to Government, upon an assessment 
-which his lands were unequal to pay; he will readily listen to any 
ifffers which are likely to bring about a change that cannot place him 
in a worse situation, but which hold out to him hopes of a better.” 
Sir, this reminds me of the occasion when Clive on behalf of the East 
India Company bribed certain traitors of this country. He knew that 
in this country bribes could take away a large number of people. Sir, 
Mirsafar, Nanda Kumar, Tmichand, Rai Durlav and Jagat Seth— ^these 
Are persons who sold this country. Therefore there was real apprehen- 
sion and Lord Cornwallis held that he should create a class of people 
?h this province who would be at the beck and call of their superior 
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masters. •Tliat is the crux of the whole thing why Permanent Settle- 
ment was installed in this country. Sir, it is well known that war had 
been raged in Southern India; wars were being raged in other provinces; 
a stable income was necessary. That was also one of the reasons. 
Therefore, Sir, permanency or otherwise of the question does not touch 
me. Sir, I will ask this House to seriously consider whether the 
Minute of Lord Cornwallis does not strike at the very root of the 
foundation of the structure on which my friends Sir Bijoy waxed 
eloquent last evening. He might be apprehensive and others might be 
apprehensive, but. Sir, in this transitory world, where nothing is 
permanent in this mundane universe, this Permanent Settlement must 
go on for ever! Everybody will go; there will be the rise and fall of 
nations; even the British Empire might crumble to pieces, but this 
Permanent Settlement must remain on the soil of Bengal. Therefore, 
it is an absolute misnomer. 

I have found in one place that permanency of the jama was referred 
to. That might or might not be the case, but it will serve my purpose 
if I can point out that the stage at which we have arrived at, at that 
stage w'e are in a position to declare here on the floor of the House as 
legislators sitting here as Government of the province whether the 
Permanent Settlement should he kept or abolished, because, Sir, the 
East India Company was the sovereign authority then and the Board 
of Directors from England directed Lord Cornwallis to take up 
administration of the province. Lord Cornwallis was an able warrior, 
but he was not a very able administrator, but the Board of Directors 
had a great faith in him as an honest and able worker. Therefore, he 
was directed to go to Bengal and bring about a change — a change which 
would build up a real and solid structure for the Britishers of the 
future. The efforts of Lord Cornwallis did succeed and all the 
differences that existed between Sir John Shore and Grant were of a 
transitory character. Grant believed that the zemindars were not the 
actual proprietors; they were merely collectors. Sir John Shore 
believed that they might have proprietary right, hut all the same, they 
might not be given permanency of the jama. Therefore, a 10-year 
settlement should be made with them. That was the point of view 
which Sir Jdhn Shore put forward w*ith which Lord Cornwallis dis- 
agreed, and therefore Lord Cornwallis declared that the Permanent 
Settlement should be made with the so-called zemindars. Along with 
it, Sir, the other requirement, viz., the fixity of tenure by the zemindar 
towards the tenant must also have been ensured, was the view held by 
Lord Cornwallis. That was not done. The result w’as that 
the zemindars at their sweet will had evicted tenants 
and 0 placed new tenants in their places. Sir, I will 
not detain the House by going into the merits and demerits of the 
Permanent Settlement. Everybody knows that the report of the Confe* 
mission has very thoroughly discussed that question. I will only say 
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that the Permanent Settlement, whatever might have been the original 
intention, has not served any useful purpose for the general masses of 
the population. On the other hand, the people were enticed towards 
land. Of all the provinces, Bengal particularly was lacking in indus- 
trial organisations and money flowed towards land specially in Bengal, 
I mean money was invested in land. 

Sir, I shall now come to the other side of the question — how far the 
zemindar’s share was 10/llth; that is, if the zemindar could collect 
Rs. 10 he would get Re. 1 as commission. The position has just been 
reversed. What has happened to-day? The zemindar has got an 
increased income — about 15 times as much — but the tenantry 


Mr. 8PEAKER: How long will you take to finish your speech? 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Ten minutes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You have already exceeded your time-limit. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: This is a very important matter. 
Further no one from this side will speak after me. 


Mr, 8PEAKER: Please finish your speech as early as possible. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Now, Sir, let us see how far the 
zemindars have contributed to the reconstruction of the economic 
structure of this province. I have already told the House about the 
share of produce that the cultivators gave to the Government*. Sir, 
the income derived in that way was spent, and lavishly spent, by the 
majority of the zemindars if not by all. Sir, at the time of the Perman- 
ent Settlement some say it was one-third, some say it was half, let us 
take one-third of the whole of Bengal was full of jungles and the 
reclamation of those jungly lands was held to be of great benefit to the 
country. Tenants cleared those jungles, and brought about economic 
rejuvenation. Rejuvenation of whom? Rejuvenation of the zemindar 
class. It is a travesty of fate that because the zemindars had perman- 
ently secured their own position right from the beginning of 1793 down 
to the days when the tenants fought for their rights and got some, the 
zemindars used to make war with one another and as there were no 
fixed boundaries in those days, like the Knights of old, they used to 
fight one another and the tenants also came to be involved in it.* What 
was the result? The result was the tenants not only lost their crops; 
"Hhe tenants suffered in money also. In this way though the Permanent 
Settlement gave permanency of jama to the zemindars it never allowed 
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fixity of i%nt to the tenant. Otherwise the Rent Art of 1859 would not 
have been necessary; the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 would not have 
been necessary; nor the successive legislations of 1928 and 1928. Sir, 
we on this side of the House want to make our position clear. We want 
to say that the Revenue Commission misjudged the whole case. The 
Revenue Commission in considering whether the Permanent Settlement 
should be retained or abolished went into the question of compensation. 
How does the question of compensation arise ? Sir, the question of 
compensation would arise only when a man loses or when a man suffers. 
If you examine the events which followed the inauguration of the 
Permanent Settlement, you will find that whatever might have been 
the reasons which had led Lord Cornwallis to introduce it not one of the 
then so-called proprietors of the soil paid one single pie to the coffers 
of Government. 

It was simply a recognition of facts. The zemindars of those days 
without spending a farthing became masters of thousands and millions 
of acres of land, masters of land and masters of the destiny of the people. 
You will remember, Sir, the distraint laws that told on the people, you 
will remember the iTiielties and oppressions that were perpetrated on 
the people. Sir, tile tenants used to be taken to the houses of zemindars 
confined and tortured till rent was paid. Famine and iiood would not 
stand in the way. The tenants must pay their rents. They must feed 
the zemindars free. Therefore, I would usk the House to very seriously 
consider why the Revenue Commission went into this question of compen- 
sation. It passes my comprehension because, if it is a fact, and it is 
a fact that as the zemindars of those days did not pay anything to the 
Government Exchequer, the question of compensation cannot arise to- 
day. Main zemindars of succeeding generations might have purchased 
some of the lands. If they had purchased them, they have also enjoyed 
and enjoyed with hundred-fold interest. Therefore, Sir, the question 
of payment of compensation falls to the ground. Sir, I would ask this 
House to seriously consider this question. You put on one side, may 
be, a certain number of individuals and on the other side millions of 
people who have been ground down to poverty and who cannot have two 
full meals a day. What is happening just now? Cyclone has played* 
havoc in Barisal, Noakhali and other places. What are the zemindars 
doing? How much have they contributed from 1792 towards relief 
measures? Let the zemindars put forward an account showing how 
much they have spent for the welfare of the tenantry and how mugh 
they have gulped themselves. I say this without any heat or anger. 
Because we love our country, — this country which in the time of Akbar 
was said to be one of the most fertile and the richest provinces amongst 
tbe Jpien Subas of India — we have to question the zemindars. Even 
to-day, Sir, after the foreign exploitation to the fullest extent, even 
to-day if this Permanent Settlement is done away with and the peasants 
of Bengal are given proprietary rights, the face of the country can be 
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changed, ^he man who cultivates the land must be the owner and he 
will give a certain quota to the State in lieu of the protection that it 
gives him. 

Therefore, Sir, the intermediaries may he a hundred in number, 
may be numberless but that should not stand in the way of abolishing 
this Permanent Settlement. Sir, I have been showm the red light. I 
will finish my speech with this last sentence. Sir, we want to declare — 
I on behalf of my party — on the floor of this House that we are not 
holding an academic discussion on the floor of the House. At the time 
of the election we made an item in the election manifesto that we have 
made it a principle that the peasants of this country, the cultivators of 
this country, men who count and who feed us should be given the right 
to own the land and not those who have nothing to do with the land. 
Sir, evervl>ody knows the sympathy of Lord Linlithgow for the 
peasants. Therefore, Sir, I am lioping for a day when the peasant 
of Bengal will ow f n his land, when Bengal will again be one of the 
richest countries of the world. Even to-day my friends on my left are 
trading on jute, but where is this jute coming from? They are making 
their money here, and therefore in industry, in commerce, Bengal will 
thrive again once you take away these shackles from them. Let the 
peasants of Bengal be the masters of their own homes — real masters, 
and Bengal will then rise to the height of the occasion — the Hindu and 
Muslim Bengal, not Pakistan or Hindusthan. Therefore, in all 
humility I ask my Coalition friends to seriously consider this matter 
because their advice to the Ministers will certainly count. The Ministry 
have wasted a good deal of time. Sir, I would ask the Ministry to 
carefully consider this matter. Wars or no wars, international wars 
or no wars, many things have been done, and so this most important 
thing can also be accomplished. Therefore, 1 would ask my friends of 
the Coalition Party to press the Ministry to abolish this Permanent 
Settlement without any compensation whatsoever and to make the 
peasants of this country the musters of their own lands. J 

Bibll A8HUT0SH LAHIRI" Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have gone care- 
fully through the report of the Land Revenue Commission and of the 
Special Officer appointed by the Government of Bengal. To my mind, 
the most important question is, whether, if the recommendations of the 
majority report are given effect to, it will bring about real improvement 
in the conditions of all sections of the people of this province. We, 
as legislators charged with the task of deciding the destiny of the 
inhabitants of this province, will be failing in our duty if we are 
actuated with the motive of doing good to a particular section ^f the 
people to the detriment of the rest. Sir, I have heard it stated that 
the ratya&t, the peasants and the labourers are terribly suffering owing 
to the conditions created by the Permanent Settlement. I think that 



1941.] 


LAND EE VENUE COM. DISCUSSION. 


79 


\ 

is a very erroneous statement of facts. I must say that the distress 
and the sufferings are equally gfeat' if not greater, amongst the middle 
class people of this province. They are the people who have built up 
the economic prosperity of the province and contributed to its social 
welfare and cultural progress. It will be suicidal to ignore the ques- 
tion of the welfare of this middle class population. If it can be 
proved that the recommendations of the majority report, if given effect 
to, will result in an all-round improvement of the condition of the 
people, I for one will be the first to support it. 

But what is the actual position? The compulsory purchase of the 
rights of the zemindars and of the tenure-holders will destroy the 
economic foundation of the province. It will bring about a violent 
change in the social and economic structure which has been built up 
during the last lSo years. And what are the benefits that will accrue 
from this revolutionary change? 

It has been stated, Sir, that it will substantially improve the lot 
of the agricultural peasantry. I have travelled all over India and bad 
opportunities to observe the economic condition of the village popula- 
tion of many provinces, and I can say emphatically that with the 
possible exception of the Punjab the peasantry in every other province 
is worse off than in Bengal. There the raiyatwari system prevails. In 
those provinces the peasants pay their rent directly to the State, but 
they have to pay far higher rent than the peasantry of Bengal. The 
average rent of Rs. 2 that the peasant of Bengal has to pay generally 
is very moderate as compared to that in other provinces. Sir, I cannot 
agree with the view that the abolition of the Permanent Settlement will 
lead to any substantial improvement in the Jot of the raiyat . Even 
then, the raiyats will have to pay an average rent of Hs. 2 to the State 
as they are doing now to the landholders. 

Sir, I think, to fasten the guilt of the general poverty of the raiyat 
on the present land system or, for the matter of that, on the shoulders 
of the landholders invading the real issue. I have seeu in the Punjab 
bow an elaborate system of irrigation has helped to ensure a steady and 
regular supply of water to the peasantry. I think the real cause of the 
poverty of the raiyat in Bengal is the chronic failure of crops due to 
draught or to flood causing destruction of the crops before they become 
fit for harvesting. Unless the Ministry can establish a regular system 
of irrigation throughout the province, it is impossible to prevent this 
recurring failure of crops. We have seen certain legislation passed 
by the Government in this direction, certain boards have been created, 
but hpw hopelessly they have failed in actual operation is known to 
everyifedy. The next thing that is of vital importance in securing ike 
welfare of the raiyat is to ensure a proper price for the product of £is 
land. We have seen also how in this direction the Ministry has hope^ 
lessly failed. The jute and the paddy which are the two staple crops 
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of the province do not fetch an economic price to-day. Thig has been 
the state of things practically during the last ten years. Sir, I think 
unless these two causes of the poverty of the raiymts arfc effectively 
removed, no amount of manipulation of the land-tenure system can be 
of any material help. 

If, therefore the abolition of the zemindary rights and the tenure- 
holders’ rights is not going to effect any improvement in the lot of the 
peasantry, what other justification there can be for giving effect to 
the majority report of the Land Kevenue Commission? I have heard 
it stated on the floor of this House that the Ministry has been actuated 
by considerations of administrative convenience and of additional revenue 
that is supposed to accrue to the State. The Special Officer of the 
Government of Bengal has, however, in his report belied this expecta- 
tion and has definitely found that such an additional income to the 
State is absolutely illusory. Even if this finding is not accepted 
unreservedly by all sections of the members of this House, it does at 
least prove the necessity of further re-examination of this complicated 
and controversial subject. Sir, I think it is a vital economic question 
which lias to be reconsidered in all its bearings with detachment and 
in spirit devoid of passion. 1 think the present is not the suitable 
time for undertaking legislation on a measure like this. At a time 
when the province is torn asunder by bitter communal sfrifeg and 
mutual distrust and suspicion, it will be a rash act for the Ministry 
if they take the responsibility of undertaking legislation on such an 
intricate subject. Even ai t of the Ministry is now suspected by the 
Hindus and any attempt to legislate on the subject is bound to further 
embitter the communal feelings in the province. 

The manner, Sir, in which the Ministry at the eleventh hour mani- 
pulated the personnel of the Commission by additions and replacements 
with a view to secure majority for a particular point of view aroused 
criticism at tin* time and has given good grounds for questioning the 
bond fufe 9 of the present Ministry on the subject. Fnder the circum- 
stances, Sir, I trust that the Ministry will be well advised in avoiding 
a legislation at the present juncture and in undertaking a dispassionate 
examination of this vital question. 


Mf« D« GLADDING* Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your permission I 
will endeavour to give some account of the views of the European 
Party on this proposal that the State should acquire the interests of 
all semindars and other receivers of rent in cash. We have come to 
two main conclusions. The first is that we are unable to see that a case 
has been made out which is strong enough to warrant the'* social 
upheaval, the tremendous expenditure and the financial risks of 
getting no return for that expenditure that would be involved. And 
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the otheiVs that none of the terms of acquisition contemplated by the 
majority report deserves approval because none of them would consti- 
tute a fair # deal to those expropriated. 

Nobody, surely, can deny that the social effects of buying out the 
rent-receivers of the province, even on terms that constitute a fair deal, 
will be bad. The step will impair the economic position of many, if 
not the majority, of them. Their accustomed anchorage in the land 
will be loosened, and unless they can obtain fresh links with the land 
by buying themselves in at the bottom — which can only mean by 
weakening the anchorage of somebody else — they will speculate in other 
unaccustomed quarters and suffer failure. I do not think that this is 
exaggeration : I think it is true prophecy, economics being what they 
are and human nature being what it is. In item (5) of their terms of 
reference the Copun ission were expressly asked to asset* what would 
he the probable consequences of State acquisition on. the economic and 
social structure of the province. We are astonished to find that the 
majority report does nothing of the kind. Having ascribed some views 
on the (subject to the minorih in paragraphs 91 and 92, it brushes the 
whole matter aside with two valueless sentences in paragraphs 94 and 
96. In the first it says that they “have carefully considered” the 
question, and in the second it says that they recognise t tint the proposal 
“involves a fundamental change in the rural economy »of Bengal, 
affecting vitally the whole social and economic structure of the pro- 
vince”. True, but there was no need to appoint a Commission to tell 
us that. What they were asked to do was to assess the effects, evaluate 
them, give them weight in the scale. Well, they just did nothing of 
the sort; and we feel certain that less than justice has been done to this 
aspect of the case. 

On the other side of the account we cannot help feeling that there 
is over-valuation of the advantages to be obtained by eliminating the 
rent-receiving interests. I am not referring at the moment to financial 
advantage, hut to what 1 may call administrative advantage. What 
amount of truth is there in the claim that these interests stand somehow 
between Government and the achievement of schemes to better the lot 
of the agriculturist ? For instance, does the existence of these interests 
in any way hamper the administration of the Damodar Canal Project, 
or of the jute restriction scheme, or of any of the measures that have 
been undertaken under the general description of “rural ftplift”? 
Does their existence really present an administrative obstacle to the 
consolidation of holdings, the restoration of economic holdings or the 
prevention of transfer of land to non-agnculturista? Would their 
elimination make it easier to prevent the exploitation of hargadan by 
their immediate superiors? We have grave doubts, and suspect a gnat 
deal of barking up tbe wrong tree. We suggest Hint .Government 
7 
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should compile a complete list of all such problems, examine Wch from, 
this angle, and give considered answers with the grounds for their 
answer in each case. If the balance of the answers is in the affirmative, 
what does it all amount to? On our present information we cannot 
believe that it amounts to enough to warrant the social upheaval, the 
tremendous expenditure, and the financial risks of getting no return 
on that expenditure, involved in eliminating the rent-receiving- 
interests. 

And now for the financial considerations. They are so tremendous 
as to dwarf all others into insignificance. The Commission’s calcula- 
tions are, as shown by Mr. Gurner, illusory; and the Revenue Depart- 
ment have calculated, as stated by the Hon’ble Minister yesterday, 
that a scheme of purchase of rent-receiving interests merely down to 
and including raiyati assets, spread over 60 years, would involve during 
that period a loss to the exchequer rising from 60 lakhs per annum 
at 10 years’ purchase to M6 lakhs per annum at 15 years’ purchase. 
We can well believe it; and we should welcome in due course a detailed 
statement oil the matter carrying with it the authority of the Finance 
Department, who appear to have been silent on the subject since they 
gave the admirable evidence which will be found at pages 495 to 527 
of the 5th volume of the report. At the same time we should like to 
know in what manner Government would propose to (‘over these losses. 
Presumably by taxation. If so, by what measures of taxation? These 
disclosures, Sir, greatly alter the perspective of the picture as presented 
by the Commission and, when communicated to the public, as they 
should he, will presumably cause u considerable shitting of public 
opinion, which has so far based itself upon opposite assumptions. 
There is no escape from these figures b\ stopping short of acquiring 
the whole chain of tenures down to and including rmgatt tenures; 
for that would give the lie to the professed intention ot the whole 
scheme. On the contrary, the acquisition, as the majority report itself 
recommended, ought to go below the rmyat ; meaning greater outlay 
still and greater loss per annum {dill. Nor is there any comfort to be 
got from speculating as to what the position would be when the 60 
years are over; for we believe that the peasantry, when they became 
direct tenants of the State, would be more likely to oppose than to 
support the raising of rents payable to the State, and that their 
opposition would be the determining factor. 

Nor can we agree that there is any escape from these figures by 
recourse to lower standards of compensation. On the contrary — and 
here I come to the second main conclusion of the European Party — we 
are opposed to acquisition at so low a multiple as 15 times tSe net 
average profit. We can see no justification for the capital levy upon 
a particular section of the public which this would involve. In our 
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opinion \ull market value ought to be given, namely, a sum, whether 
in the form of cash or bonds, which would yield in the ordinary money 
market an incotoe as near as may be to the annual net income derived 
from the assets which are acquired. After all, what is contemplated 
is the breaking by the State of a contract made by the State and a 
chain of subordinate contracts based on that contract; and it is a matter 
of great importance that the State, one of whose main functions is to 
preserve and enforce the sanctity of contracts, and especially to preserve 
public confidence in its own integrity, should apply to its own trans- 
actions the principles which are enforced between citisen and eititen 
in its own courts. In order to satisfy those principles, the persons 
expropriated ought, at the rates of interest nowadays current, to be 
given something like 2f> times the net average profit. If we cannot 
afford to do this^then we should not expropriate them. A neighbouring 
Government — I refer to the Government of Burma — uffords an example, 
if one is wanted, of correct l>ehaviour as we see it. That province 
proposes to expropriate absentee Chettiah lanlords who have come into 
possession of agricultural holdings by foreclosing on mortgages, and to 
distribute the land hack to the cultivators. 


The expropriated landlords are to he given the market value of the 
land in full at the time of acquisition; and they will have a right of 
appeal to a bench of High Court Judges as regards the market value 
assessed. Why should Bengal do lohs than Burma in dealing with its 
own nationals? 

We feel strongly, Sir, on this question of the pitch of compensation 
and repeat that, if the jirovinoe cannot afford a fair deal, then the w'hole 
idea of expropriation should he dropped. To drop it, Sir, will not 
mean stale-mate or frustration of any kind. On the eontran, it will 
mean that, instead of paralysing ourselves financially for the next GO 
years for the sake of highly problematical gain to people of the 2lst 
Century A.D., we shall he retaining our present freedom to do good 
to the peasantry of our own generation by measures which we can 
afford, to be financed by taxation which, for the same reason, w*e shall 
he better aide to put upon the statute book. 


Maharajkumar UDAY CHAHO MAHTAB: Sir, I welcome this 
opportunity of a debate on the Land Revenue Commission’s Report and 
I also frankly welcome the report itself for the mass of weighty evidence 
and the wealth of statistical information that it has brought out. 
But my only regret is that the recommendations of the Commission are 
not &sed on these materials and I shall presently show that the 
Commission’s maiu proposal of State acquisition of all rent-receiving 
interests cannot be justified by any consideration whatsoever. 
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The £[0111)16 Keren ue Minister has gives ns a very illuminating 
analysis of the report and I have very little to add to it. The majority 
of members of the Commission have categorically stated a number of 
disadvantages of the existing land revenue system which is based on the 
Permanent Settlement. One of their strongest arguments is that it 
has rendered land revenue of Bengal almost entirely inelastic and 
that the share which the Government ought to receive from the produce 
of the land is substantially less than what is taken in provinces where 
there is no Permanent Settlement and where lands are less productive. 
The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has give us certain facts which show 
that this contention of inelasticity of land revenue is not correct. It 
will be seen that the land revenue of Bengal whether in relation to the 
rental value or the gross value of the produce or the total provincial 
revenue from other sources does not compare unfavourably with the 
incidence of land revenue in other provinces. A comparative study of 
the tenancy law of the different provinces clearly shows that the roiyats 
in Bengal enjoy far more rights and privileges than their compatriots 
in other provinces. The Bengal raiyais also pay much lower rate of 
rent. Judged by the statistical data on density of population, number 
of agricultural labourers, family budgets of agriculturists and their 
indebtedness, it has been seen that the general economic condition of 
the cultivators of Bengal is much better than in the provinces which 
the Commission visited. Yet there are provinces where the pressure 
of population is not even half of that in Bengal and where the available 
cultivated area per head of agriculturist is much more than in Bengal. 
How is it then that under raiyatwari system in these provinces 
Government could not provide sufficient land to every cultivator and 
render the holdings economic? 

Sir, the Commission has rightly observed that the pressure of 
population on land is the ultimate cause of Bengal’s economic troubles 
and that no cause — certainly not the Permanent Settlement alone — has 
been responsible for the general poverty and indebtedness of the agri- 
cultural population of Bengal. The author of the “Man behind the 
Plough” w T ho is no other than our distinguished occupant of the Chair 
has recorded Ins weighty opinion as follows: “Let us not be under the 
delusion that the mere solution of the tenancy problem of Bengal is a 
panacea of all the evils. Even if the Permanent Settlement be totally 
abolished and the chain of intermediaries be wiped away by a stroke 
of the pen, we must have clear notion as to how far it will help the 
peasant to get two square meals a day”. Sir, this is the real position, 
and I would request the House to note the fact that the various factors 
which have contributed to the distressing condition of the cultivators 
in Bengal give rise to problems which would have to be faced by the 
Government whatever may be the notion of the land revenue system 
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of the country. On the other hand, a correct analysis of the position 
will show that compared ulth the raiyatwari system in other provinces* 
the Permanent Settlement on the whole has not ill-served the State or 
the entire community dependant on agriculture. 

Sir, I respectfully submit that the abolition of the Permanent 
Settlement and the entire land revenue system on which it is based is 
fraught with many serious consequences and it will be taking a very 
dangerous risk unless it is justified by a deep consideration of social, 
economic and financial aspect of the matter. A mere preponderance of 
individual opinion cannot decide an issue of such magnitude. But 
even then the opinions of the people who are in a position to express 
them are so divergent that it is almost impossible to strike a balance. 

The Commisirion is not very sure of the financial implication of its 
own proposal. It is for this reason that it has taken care to emphasise 
that although financial results will have to he carefully considered, 
the scheme of State acquisition is not solely based on a prospect of 
financial gain hut that it is the outcome of more vital considerations. 
The H on’ble Revenue Minister has given us a picture of the financial 
position of state acquisition by tuking into consideration all loss 
accounts as indicated in the Commission's repoyt and the analysis of 
Mr. Gurner. It will he seen that on the basis of ten times the rent 
income as compensation, there will he an annual deficit of 00 lakhs and 
on the basis of 15 years’ purchase, the annual deficit will he 3,36 lakhs* 
for 00 years. Thus the prospects of financial gain are illusory. It is, 
therefore, a matter for serious consideration whether any Government 
can go iu for an enterprise of such a mangitude and incur a loss for 
60 years with the off-chance of making some financial gain in the end 
of that period. It has been assumed that the total rental payable by* 
the raiyats will remain the same throughout. Nobody knows what 
would be the economic condition of the country 00 years hence. 

On the other hand, the rate at which the population is increasing 
with the corresponding reduction in the size of a holding unmistakably 
shows that the holdings will be still more uneconomic in the course of 
time. The result will be that the tenants will not he able to pay 
their rents. It will, therefore, be very unsafe to base an estimate of 
increase of revenue 60 years hence on the existing rental value. More- 
over, if State acquisition is going to be a losing concern during the first 
60 years it is difficult to see how Government will provide means to 
make effective the other vital consideration for which the majority of 
the jnembers have recommended the measure. Sir, the Commission has 
recognised that by State purchase the income of the proprietors, tenure- 
holders and other rent-receivers will be reduced to half or even less. Bo 
far as the tenants are concerned, it is obvious that no benefit will accime 
to them. The Commission has ruled out the idea of fixity or any general 
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reduction of rents. On the other hand, peripdic enhancements of rent 
have been contemplated if the State were the sole landlord. The pros- 
pect of indirect benefit accruing to the tenants in the shape of social 
service is also nil, as Government would not get any extra money by 
State acquisition. This being the position, the question that inevitably 
arises is why a change in the system is at all called for if it is not 
going to benefit anybody . I submit, Sir, with all the earnestness at 
liiv command that there would be no moral justification for such a 
radical change as recommended by the Commission unless it is demons- 
trated that without it no co-ordinated plan of general economic and 
agricultural reconstruction can be put through which will ensure (1) 
economic holding for each cultivating family with a fair rent and 
fixity of tenure and (2) increased yield and fair prices and marketing 
facilities for the agricultural produce and (‘D employment elsewhere 
for at least 25 per cent, of the existing agricultural population who can 
no longer be supported by land. Sir, the Government cannot also 
afford to ignore the interests of the very large body of rent-receivers 
who will be cut off from lands. It will not be enough even if they are 
fully compensated. A huge capital which was so long invested in land 
will be suddenly released and unless it is properly utilised to increase 
the wealth of the country it will be wasted before long. I, therefore, 
suggest that before any scheme of Stute acquisition is put through. 
Government should intervene and undertake some of the basic indus- 
trial ventures in well chosen areaf) so that the released capital of the 
landholders may he invested therein. Facilities should also he created 
for the expropriated landlords in order that they may in the long run 
supply the necessary leadership in the industrial development of the 
country and be effective producers of wealth. Any scheme of State 
acquisition must, therefore, he preceded by a well-planned and compre- 
hensive scheme of agricultural and industrial reconstruction of the 
country. Sir, 1 need hardly go into the details of the scheme of State 
acquisition, hut 1 think I shall fail in my duty if I do not refer to the 
question of compensation. The majority of the members of the Com- 
mission have recommended compensation to he paid to the expropriated 
rent-receivers at a fiat rate of ten times the rent income. Such a low 
rate of compensation will he unique in the history of compulsory acqui- 
sition of land interests in the whole world. Sir, Mr. Gladding has 
taken the words out of my mouth with regard to the Burma Govern- 
ment Land Purchase Bill which was piloted through the House of 
Representatives. Its object is to purchase at a fair price lands from 
absentee landlords and distribute them to landless cultivators. The 
owner is to get full market value of the land which would he assessed 
by a senior officer of Government on certain fair criteria as laid ^own 
in the Bill. The valuation of the officer would he subject to appeal to 
a Pencil of three Judges of the High Court. These special features of 
the Bill clearly show that the Burma Government are anxious to remove 
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all anxiety of the landlords lest the machinery to be provided by the 
Legislature be used in order to deprive the land-owners of the just 
price of their lands. There is no reason why the Bengal landlords 
should not receive the same consideration as in the Burma Bill. Sir, 
I am fully aware 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up, 

Maharajkumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: I shall finish in five 
minutes. I fully realise the situation. I would not like to escape 
them. The new constitution has given the tenantry of Bengal a 
dominant position in the Legislature which has Wen fully utilised for 
a declaration of occupancy rail/ at s' unrestricted right of transfer. It 
has deprived the landholders of an annual income of about Its. 40 lakhs. 
The provisions far enhancements of rent have been suspended and all 
possible difficulties have been created for realisation of arrear rents. In 
this way the entire land revenue system is fast being paralysed and 
there is the risk of a complete breakdown before long. It is precisely 
for this reason that the Commission has very rightly recognised the 
fact 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order order. Mr. Birat Chandra Mandal, you 
must not come to the House in such a way that you stand between a 
member while speaking and me. 

Maharajkumar UDAY CHAND MAHTAB: So long as the semin- 
dari s\*tem remains, it is clearly the duty of Government to provide 
the zemindars with an efficient machinery for collecting their rent just 
as Government by the help of the very straight measures of the sunset 
law' punctually realise land revenue from them. 

Sir, as regards the Commission’s proposal for the imposition of an 
agricultural income-tax, I have just one observation to make. I do not 
desire to raise any issue on the propriety of such an imposition. But 
I should like to emphasise that there are certain aspects of agricul- 
tural income-tax which clearly distinguish it from the general income- 
tax. Whatever be the name, agricultural income-tax is virtually a 
surcharge oil land revenue. The imposition of this surcharge does 
not take into account the paying capacity of an estate and estates 
whether they are left with a margin of profit of 10 or 90 per cent, of the 
gross demand are affected all alike. I, therefore, suggest that any 
estate which is paying more than 75 per cent, of its rental demand as 
Tevenue must be presumed to have been paying more than its share 
of revenue which the Government is entitled to and it will only be 
fair t» exempt such estates from any further assessment. 

Sir, I am fully aware of the practical difficulties in giving effect 
to such a proposal inasmuch as for the purpose of agricultural income- 
tax the unit of assessment is the person and not an estate which may be 
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in possession of various groups of persons holding different interests. 
So I would put forward my proposal in a somewhat different form. If 
the net agricultural income of an assessee after deducting the demand 
of land revenue, rent and cesses and other prescribed charges be 25 per 
cent, of the gross collection or less, there should be a further deduction 
of, say, 10 per cent, in order to obtain the net assessable amount. 

With these observations, Sir, I wish to resume my seat. 


MftUlvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, I thank the Government 
for placing the rcjwrt of the Land Revenue Commission before this 
House for discussion. The report is a valuable document in the 
sense that it deals with the result of the land revenue ‘system in Bengal 
prevailing for a period of about 150 years. Sir, in the last election 
manifesto of all parties the abolition of the Permanent Settlement was 
the main item and to ascertain the gain or loss the Commission was 
appointed and the Commission after a thorough and careful examina- 
tion of the system has come to the definite and emphatic conclusion by 
majority of opinion that the Permanent Settlement and the zemindarv 
system should be replaced by a ran/ntirari system in order to improve 
the economic condition of the cultivators and thus the Government be 
brought into direct relation with the actual cultivators by acquisition 
of superior interest in agricultural land. The Commission by a majo- 
rity of opinion concludes that if the Government come in actual contact 
with the cultivators by State acquisition of zemimlaries and other 
interests, the management will be more efficient and more in the 
interest of the agriculturist population than the zemindary manage- 
ment. The Government will also be able to bring about the consoli- 
dation of the holdings, the restoration of the economic holdings and 
ameliorative measures regarding the land. Even if the State manage- 
ment increases the rent, this increment will undoubtedly be returned 
in the shape of social services. The Commission inter alia has recom- 
mended the imposition of a tax on agricultural income. If the 
matter is considered dispassionately keeping the interest of the province 
as a whole in view and not looking upon the zemindars to be the 
favoured children of the soil for whose interest the cultivators of the 
province are to be kept under perpetual economic bondage, the recom- 
mendations of the Commission require to be given effect to at the earliest 
convenience. No doubt, Sir, it will take a few years to give a 
practical shape to the recommendations regarding the State purchase 
of the semindaries, but that is no reason why the imposition of tax on 
agricultural income should be delayed. So I, in my capacity as^epre- 
Ibe people, urge that the imposition of income-tax on agri- 
tttrfcl inoothe should be taken up without any delay, and the work 
State purchase be pushed incessantly. 
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Now, Sir, it has been pointed out by the Commission that the 
compensation is to be paid in consistence with the provisions of the 
law. If that is the position the compensation should not be more than 

5 times of the net income. It had been recognised in Hindu times 

that the cultivator had been the proprietor of the soil and he had to 
give a share of his produce to the king in return for the protection of 
his life and property given by the king and also in return for irriga- 
tion facilities given by the king. This condition was maintained in 
Muslim times also, and the East India Company who after the battle 
of Plassey received the Dewani could not legally claim to have 
possessed the proprietary right of the soil and as such they could not 
grant any proprietary right in the land to the zemindars. Moreover, 
if they claim that by virtue of acquiring the Government of the 
province they can# equitably grant the proprietorship of the soil to the 
zemindars, this autonomous Government can also take away that right 
by giving them even the smallest compensation. 

Now, Sir, a few words regarding the note of dissent given by the 

Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of Bunlwnn and Mr. Brajendra Kishore Roy 

Choudhurv — two prominent zemindars of the province. Before consi- 
dering that 1 will ask the House to consider one fact. These two 
gentlemen were representatives of the zemindars and it is an undoubted 
fact that against inequities committed by the landlords there were 
agitations against the Permanent Settlement. And it is also an 
admitted fact that when there are grievances agitation comes intq 
existence and to enquire into the matter whether this agitation was 
justified the Commission was appointed. And in that Commission 
these two gentlemen came as representatives of the zemindars and it 
can he reasonably taken up that their opinion could not be an unbiassed 
one. Fortunately the President of the Commission was not connected 
with any interest of the province and he came from overseas with an 
unbiassed and unprejudiced mind and his clear opinion regarding the 
recommendations for the replacement of the Permanent Settlement 
will carry us a long way to give the correct decision. I agree here 
with the view expressed by the Maharajkumar that it is not the 
majority opinion but the opinion of one person who considers the 
matter thoroughly well that will be considered valuable. In this 
connection it may be said that the opinion given by the President of 
the Commission, a man from outside India, should be considered very 
valuable, and if that is a fact, this fact should be taken into consi- 
deration that his opinion should override the opinion of the interested 
party. If after carefully considering the pros and cons of the matter 
the President thought that in the interest of the province as a whole 
the sdlbindary system should be abolished, that opinion should be 
given effect to without delay. 

Now, Sir, the Commission has rightly ovterved that the object of 
Lord Cornwallis to create a class of landlords to supply capital for the 
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improvement of the soil and for expansion of cultivation has been 
frustrated, although the Maharajkumar has in vain attempted to repu- 
diate this. The richest soil of Bengal has been deteriorating day by 
day for want of capital within the reach of the cultivator, whilst the 
zemindars with their swelling income from the rent and other ques- 
tionable sources are passing their time in various luxuries and in 
palatial buildings. If the zemindars actually resided in villages and 
looked to the welfare of the tenants and carefully carried out the trust 
reposed in them by Lord Cornwallis, this state of things could not have 
happened. Over and above, Sir, another fact should be taken into 
consideration and it is (he inelasticity of revenue. Mr. Lahiri of the 
Hindu Mahnsabha has said that the Government should si .end more 
money in order to give irrigation facilities, but at the same time 
Mr. Lalnri should have considered the fact (hut tjiis inelasticity of 
the revenue has handicapped the Government to a great extent. It is 
the duty of the land-owning classes to do what was expected of them, 
and the Permanent Settlement was made with this hope that they 
would bestow their best attention to the improvement of the agricul- 
tural condition of the country, but they have not done that. And that 
is why, Sir, I cannot agree with Mr. Lahiri for his blaming the 
'Government for not being able to give proper facilities for irrigation, 
itie fund must be necessary and in order to get sufficient fund this 
lermanent Settlement should be alsdished without any delay. Sir, 
he Maliarujkuninr has said that the majority of the members here are 

1 1 * i. 1 '* ' * i* 0 ^ l***°l*l**- and this has been proved by the passing 

of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act. At the same time may I 
remind my friend the Maluuajkumar that they had proved their 
<*iste„co in the year 1928 when they were in a' majority. 

Everything is to be considered in view of the surrounding circum- 
stances. The condition of the people has been worse and it is meet 
and proper that the financial condition of the Government should be 
improved by every possible attempt. 

Sir k without taking much time of the House T may again ui^re that 
Government should lose no time in dealing with the recommendations 
of the Commission. This is the demand of the agriculturists and as 
siich of the country and the Government whieli claim to be a popular 
•Government should rise equal to the occasion and should give effect to 
the recommendations with the least possible delay. 

Bata KSHETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not like 
to enter into a discussion of the various points made by m.v different 
friends— the zemindars on one side and the Europeans on another 
aide, m.v communist friend Mr. Ihitta Mazumdar on one side Ad my 
Coalition friends on the other. But, Sir, we the Scheduled Caste 
fleople have got our own grievances, particular and pecular in every 
sphere of life in this province. “ ' 
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Sir, I have read again and again this report of Land ReVenue 
Commission and the summary* procedure of Mr. Gurner, hut I have 
not found anywhere any practical suggestion by the Committee or by 
any particular individual. Sir, we have seen in this Commission's 
report that they have suggested that 10 times compensation will be 
sufficient to cover the compensation to be given to the zemindars and 
oilier tenure-holders, but Mr. Gurner has raised that to lb times and 
the Maharajk uinar would like to raise it to f)0 times or something more 
than that. Sir, I ask the Government and my other friends why 
should we go to pay compensation for the enjoyment of rights under 
the British rule for 175 years. Sir, they claim that they have purchas- 
ed the lands or have made improvements on the lund and so they must 
be compensated; but, Sir, I do not know what improvement they have 
made and what piftrhase money the zemindars have paid. Sir, I can 
cite instances from North Bengal, from the Couch Belmr Baj, t hat 
the zemindars never paid anything for the enjoyment of the Perma- 
nent Settlement; for anybody who is aware of the history before the 
British Baj knows that the Couch Debar Baj was the supreme 
authority in North Bengal. The Couch Debar Baj appointed several 
tnh .sthhtrs to collect revenue paying 10 per cent, as their remuneration 
and this 10 per cent, afterwards by the grace of the British Govern- 
ment was made permanent and the zemindary system was created at 
the cost of the mass of the people. 

Sir, we are not at all willing to give compensation. But \ am not 
going to discuss the matter, because the time at my disposal is very 
short. My point is this, what will lie done if this Permanent Settle- 
ment is annulled for the Scheduled Caste people. Sir, we are suffering 
under a grave wrong during these long years. The fishery right, the 
only right of the Scheduled Caste people, has not yet been recognised 
and nobody has taken any interest in the matter. During these years 
of precious Provincial Autonomy Government lias not brought forward 
any Bill to be placed before the House and to be put into action at 
once. If this state of affairs continues, then the Scheduled Caste 
people will get nothing from the hands of Government. Paying 
compensation at the rate of 5, 10 or 15 times means nothing to the poor 
Scheduled Caste people. We want that our condition should be raised. 
We do not know if this Permanent Settlement is annulled, precious 
heavens will come to our help and the cultivators and the people of 
the province will enjoy great boon and benefit under the Government. 
What we want is that if the Permanent Settlement is an evil, abolish 
it at once and bring the people of the province under great advantages. 
But this is not to be done. There are several hundreds of objections 
raised and it is being publicly proclaimed that this is impracticable 
and fhat thiif cannot be done. Sir, if no {rood can be bad to thd* 
people under this Land Revenue Commission's report, then why this 
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praise ‘from the members of the Coalition Party. We the Scheduled 
Caste people, we the weaker people of the province want that some 
advantage will come from the annulment of the Permanent Settlement 
that is existing from time immemorial. We do not want that the 
middle class people, the intelligentsia, the brainy and monied people 
of the country should be crushed to bring something which is Delhika 
ladoo. We do not want this sort of laddoo. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Laddoo of which place would you prefer? 
(liaughter.) 


Sibu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: That is n good thing to enjoy 
but not to live upon. We want something substantial to eat and to 
live and prosper. We do not want that it should be done in this way 
by tinkering. If Government is at all serious, if my Coalition friends 
are serious, wc will support them whole-heartedly, we will vote with 
them to annul this Permanent Settlement, but we want that something 
substantial must be done for the people so that they may live and 
prosper like the people of other independent States. But that will 
not be done by this Government. I say. Sir. quite frankly that this 
revolution must not come in this way by making legislation and legis- 
lation and by appointing committees and committees. Now, Sir, 
Russia is our friend. (liaughter.) If my Coalition friends want to 
have it, let the Russian system prevail in this country and let them 
be bold enough and their poor brothers will help them. Let them be 
bold enough and bring a Bill at once to annul all sorts of encum- 
brances of the raiyatx and other people and let everything go to State. 
Remember, we want to nationalise everything, because that will bring 
great good to the great number of people. Minorities must suffer for 
the majority, this is the rule of the world and this thing must be done 
and we shall pray to God that the Coalition Government may be 
strong enough to help the masses, to help the poor people and to help 
the neglected ones. If that cannot be done, I ask my Coalition friends 
not to tinker with matters. They have promised much ; they have tried 
to do many things but failed to do anything up till now. Now at the 
last day of the Assembly's life you cannot do anything of this sort. 

We know from voices raised from all sides and from papers that 
this is an impracticable thing and this will ruin the whole of Bengal 
and create havoc. But if you are bold enough, bring in a fresh Bill 
and do it at once; but the Government is reluctant to do this. The 
Government does not know its own mind. Yesterday some^of my 
Congress friends asked the Government to make its mind clear and 
Yet the people know what it is going to do but the Government ^is so 
much shy about that respect. The Government will not expose its 
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mind to the people and take the burden on its shoulder. II Govern* 
ment is really , serious, if Government is for the masses, let Govern* 
ment be bold enough and we shall thank Sir Bijoy, the temnidar, that 
he has done a great good for the people and they will live prosperously 
and will thank God for the good that this Government has done to the 
people. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS : Trm, 4t faff ffOT 'TOTT TO 

c?Tcto> ; *iot* fV^ too* toto tot ’TTTtr tot tt *n < wf5f*rt^r 
OTOT #!T1 7! TOTTC^r Tjtr$ ^TTl OTftOTm C7 Land Revenue Commission 
faprafci iirTTtOT ^t* ifa) ti recommend TOTnpr 3 ^rrrfOT toft — 
TTO tti | sftTfT ?j"Tt 9 t , ¥ CfOT* TO CTfOTOT* Land Revenue 
Commission 71 TOTm (Tffcl TO3 CTtOTOT | wfavTTTl *n TOG^f OT&1 fajt 

i & ot TO 4 * tott to , f tj fa|, fes? ^icrt i 

fVi 4* fhrt^r* otot S^mr fit i jsjto form cro 

CTO for agreement TtTI 77 l ffOTTO 4TO foOT ^i'TOT ^5 TOT* 

tslri TO to *fir fi i SlTO *f* toss 77 3tot ot&i toto tot tt 
Cotd^r to TO *i 77 too* ^forfor to i 3 ti tot wfotOTfi faro 

OT S^tn C5N TOT 4OTQR 31 3T71 fT^OT^ 5t^UJ TOfT 7OT7 *n I Commission 

toto toots *r^r tfot ti, to? c?rt* ctiot toots 

fttfr rm | tfot* faso* ftiim 43ot TOTOn TO fo gr refr tot 

fi i 

*forfOT71 Tflfft f$OT7 OTTO rent-collector. gff| rent.eolleotor.iif 
position OTOT* TOTOT* land proprietor. <st cf long lift 4* <^C¥ 
change TOT ^jtOTT TOfo TOT ! ®^f OTOT 3tOT7 ^tTT TOOT* TOT 

3OT fWS TOT I OT&l 3tfl CT$t fo T| I TfOTft ’itOTf TO T1 t»OT TOfOTT 

4ftnr ffsii £f F5 1 4* fornr *t3<OTC®fcf 3 tt ct? w ^ officials* 

3TT OTTT TO ITT ffv I system yf |^ttBf C’ttV SOT 

WPTCf , CffelOT ”5OT pT3 TOT ^0 ffff difficulty JftfOT 4Ff f fipW I *TOT¥ 
^fffl TOT ^5T t f¥f & difficulties face fr*j ^$1 Sitf fit I 
T *TOTf r ftfftf calculation, miscalculation ^t^tOT I CfftOT 
fOT fffl ftOT^ OTftOT OTlfnrif TOT VPT5R ff I frf, ^StTO fft CfOTf, fOTW 
4Vs WfffftfCff m 7T, flfrfsnfr ^TT ff Tf, 4V ffr OTOT -flftMfimi ^ 
flfT ^TfOT 3 TOT ftcffl TOT (7T ’¥f% ’ft’Ttf ¥fOTt TOT I 3 Uftf 

OTFff M? ftfTO ♦fTOT fl I 

4 ftOT Cf (ffflSf ^f^tffl TO TOTT^ 3 f%OT TfOT¥ 9 lf !pJWf TOT I 
^(tft <Sf»tl TO OTOT Stt I TTtTtV-TOl fOTC|*( Burma syetem 49 
TO I fTO Cffcl vsTO wrong analogy. cTOOT 4 lOTf compensation OTfft 
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TOf? TOt? #n ^ <$fo? tenants, ci »pf* Indians Bunnac$ TOtf% 
<W CTOFT <ftC¥ *n , (pH Indian tenants^ ste tarfipgfif 
Otwfe 73f WRT spit* T toffTI 

4*?1R Cf expropriations TO TO* cnfcl fTO feffo | 

^TCTOf 4ft property expropriation rOT Sf^5 TO j c^raf ^ 

(?r«f% stocto ^rfCT TO to tot* s^ cnsPnr m c*rcro ^ *rcro ^trw 
TOV1 TOC* I ^ *fi51 TOTR7 TO3 estate^fro management s 
CIC^Pl ftm ft US 4*M% (ROT &f V$ I Cl fcfa? ?fU5PF 

"fiSTO }0\ frfTOl Cfft collector charge T31T1 Sffevj TO I 
reserve fund 41 *RI * 0 per cent. TO I m*t1 ci fprtTOT ftj 
allowance ffa® TO CTO ^ 3tCTO TOTC TO ^5: 4* generation. 

fcfepfOT \5tfl StCTO avenues of employment ^for CTOR ;* VtH 5P ?$ t TO7R, 
f% industry TOW, f% Stf TOW, $! vSt?n CTO CTOR | ^ 25 per 
cent, improvement of land^* TOT TOCS to s; 20 per cent. 

*psnOT TOT social service 41 TOT TO <RT3 *fft* I 4* TOCTO 5R 
departments* fire Wre TO 41: 4V$ bold policy follow tou$ 7T1 f 
*1*. $$ •ttft” 4$ policy MCI 1] I (An opposition member : 

tot$ tci 1 ) *ir\i to TORtf* ^iuz to i to to* tfTO *1 

TOF* MC< 1 \ I f%T?T CTO* 3 TO* *yt< jjrgrft vffr^ %7f 
TO*RtTO* S*j1% TO! TO (7f^ fro? *jl? CTO Tfar ^TOi TO I 

CTO Sunset Law ^1 strictly observe ^'^5 

TO I Court of Wards Department 4C?1\C1 TO f TO TO I 

T ®T s P , tf *TT ^TTO C’tNTO : ^«n c^rc^f 4% dejmrtmenti]^ 1\ I 

w ®rf^rrft tpn vr «1 TO^ w fel 5famr TOTO ^TT 4 

csttt (?m ^tCTf ^ sn 1 ct to? Hftrorai ttcw y fr r tf t ^*f''pr c TO fro 

fTO( *n agricultural income-tax C^ ^PTfCSJ TO I 

<$t*l C^f #tfTO TO TOtOT ^arfet TOT "^TOR, \5tTO CTOTO 
m department «ftTO ^Rl TOTTOC 6 ^ PtW fro 

C^TO^T 411 *ffiw ^RtTOC 6 ^ S 9 ^ C1N<1 4?* TOTt b t ^ ^TOR, ^1^1 

TO m CTO 9 TO *T| I 4*fr CTOt \JtTO agricultural 

income-tax TTO Sft^5 I TOttTO TOS ONl ${F5 ^5Rl (7R TO agreement 

’TOfR 41: ^%TO (?R TOT TOl m TO TOff? 

mW ^ 1 ^ 7? TO& ’TO C^sfC^ TOf, ^5^: TOT«f HCW1 TOf I 

^ Scheduled CasteOR W CTOf d Land Revenue ComxniBaiomfl? 
Tttftl TOfi to TOrc w fiw t Hqm ftm ntfsr *? 

¥ft I 
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Mwtri ABDUL MAJID: Sir, the Revenue Commission’s report 
makes mention of instruction to it to report about practicability or 
advisability of Government to acquire all the superior interests in 
agricultural land so as to bring the actual cultivators into direct 
relation with the Government. The Commission appears to have taken 
the term “actual cultivator” to mean the primary tillers of the soil 
including all bargains and excluding only the paid labourers. This* 
will involve the unsound and uneconomic proposition of distributing 
Bengal’s 30 million acres of culturable land among the major portion 
of its 34 million agricultural population. 

Government’s intention in setting up the Commission must, have* 
been primarily to ensure economic prosperity for the country by secur- 
ing the position of its chief wealth producers. These must be the 
owners of the soih both big and small, who having the greatest stake 
in the land of the country as the principal means of their livelihood, 
possess the largest resources to get the utmost out of the land in their 
respective possession; as also those who through age-long experience 
know how to get t lie best out of their land. In this category must 
be included all the occupancy-holders as well ns those seasoned culti- 
vators who have lost their land through adverse circumstances to their 
landlords and mahajan* and are now working as mere bargadars, but 
still entertain the greatest affection for the land on which they and 
their forefathers once throve. Even those landlords who after State 
purchase of their interests will take to agriculture on their kJun land 
as their chief profession may well be included in this category. 

It is admitted that under the Hindu and the Muhammadan kingdom® 
the cultivator was the owner of the soil and the king was entitled only 
to a share of the produce for meeting the expenses of his kingly duties. 
According to this relationship between the sovereign and the cultivator 
there was no place tor a middle man except as an officer of the sovereign 
power for rolled ion of the produce or the kheraj. 

This was the position of the raiyni and the zemindar when the 
Permanent Settlement came declaring the zemindar as actual proprietor 
of the soil. This had the immediate effect of promoting the erstwhile 
rent-collectors into the position of owners of the soil automatically 
reducing the position of the actual owners by law and custom into t» 
subordinate position dependent on the zemindars. 

According to Muhammadan jurisprudence the sovereign as merely 
the shadow of God cannot alter the law of God as given in the Koran. 
The change in the position and status of the cultivators made by the 
provisions of the Permanent Settlement Regulation under authority of 
the Decani was, therefore, quite illegal and ultra vire $ . 

Commission’s report correctly maintains that the zemindars havg 
already served out their purpose. The East India Company and the 
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question of its dividend no longer exists end under the democratic 
form of present Government zemindars have entirely lost their 
importance as pillars of the State. There is not, therefore, even the 
ghost of any justificaion for the country to bear the heavy burden of 
paying Rs. 13 crores to the zemindar for doing the same service under 
the present Government which they used to do under the Company 
for only Rs. 35 lakhs and for the starving cultivators to bear the 
astoundingly heavy burden of paying Rs. 131 :5 crores for maintaining 
the non-cultivating landlords’ families and their dependants. 

The majority of the Commission has, therefore, rightly come to the 
conclusion that the zemindary system has ceased to serve any national 
interest and that provided that a practicable scheme can be devised to 
acquire the interests of all classes of rent-receivers on reasonable terms, 
the policy should be to aim at bringing the actual cultivator into the 
position of tenant holding directly under the Government. In this 
recommendation, however, the Commission apprehends a fundamental 
change in the rural economy of Bengal affecting vitally the whole 
social and economic structure of the province. I may assure the 
House that with the interpretation I give to the term actual cultivator 
all such apprehension of social and economic upheaval vanishes. Land- 
holders as such have no unreplaceable place either in the social fabric 
•of the country or in the State. Most of them are now regarded as 
mere capitalists and it will involve no violent shock at all to the society 
or to the State if they now transfer their investment from land to 
industries for which a good opening lias been created by the present 
World War. 

For a practicable scheme I present to the House a modified form 
of Commission’s proposals as suggested by the Special Officer. 

All the interests superior to that of holders of occupancy-right may 
be paid off at a rate to be fixed by the Legislature from 5 to 10 times 
the annual net profit derived from holders of rights immediately below 
them till all the superior rights and interests below the Crqwn are 
paid off either in cash raised or by debentures issued or by both on a 
national debt amounting to actual net value of all the superior interests 
above the occupancy-right. Wakfs % ( lehattar s and trusts may be paid 
at a higher rate sufficient for maintaining them. Payments as much 
as possible by debentures with income sufficient for maintaining land- 
lords’ families will be advantageous both for the landlord as well as for 
the Government. 

Acquisition of zemindary right by Government will transform the 
raiyaU t into kbasmahal tenants. Serious objections have been raised 
against this position on reasonable grounds. Removal of v thhajans 
will also destroy credit agencies to which the cultivators have to seek 
help in times of real need. Both these disadvantages can very well be 
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solved by arranging the collection of rent through village banks consti- 
tuted in every village on co-operative principles, with all the land- 
owning villagers in respective villages as their members. At the initial 
stage these banks may be financed by Government from the proceeds 
of the sales tax. I have obtained expert opinion that 80,000 banks 
will be necessary to cover all the villages of Bengal. About 30,000 
banks are already in operation. If 30,000 banks can henceforth be 
started each year, entire Bengal can he organised on co-operative 
principles in course of the next two years. When the adequate number 
is reached a short course of training will lie necessary to make these 
societies efficient rent-collectors. Before making a valuation for pay- 
ment to the landlords steps must be taken to return to the actual 
cultivators as far as practicable all land rendered kh<u by zemindars 
and malm jam j by arranging to pay off through the village banks the 
actual original debt with reasonable interest, where necessary, by easy 
instalments spreading over a number of years. If so desired provision 
may immediately be made affording facility for the under-rat yoY# to 
purchase their land through the village banks, if necessary, at a rate 
to he fixed by the legislature. Standard rate of fair rent for agricul- 
tural. urban and market lands may be fixed at once of all the land io 
the country. In absence of any other more reasonable basis of calcula- 
tion Ks. 3-o per acre which is the level of rent paid by occupancy* 
raiyat* in Bengal may be accepted as the standard fair rent for agri- 
cultural land and double that rate for urban and market land. All 
rents exceeding these rates may at once be reduced to these standard 
rates and amounts of compensation calculated on this basis, Reassess- 
ment on quality basis may then be made at leisure on fresh settlement 
proceedings either taking these standard rates as the average or fixing 
any other standard late that may be thought advisable. 

Strict Government control and supervision that will have to be 
maintained on these village banks as rent-collecting agencies, will 
ensure their stability. It is needless to mention that organization of 
the wfiole country on co-operative principles and successful running 
of these co-operative societies will afford the best opportunity for 
inaugurating all-round improvement in village life by starting all 
sorts of useful institutions and will ensure prosperity to the country 
far more easily than co-operative organisations did in Denmark or 
abolition of feudal system did in Japan. 

In considering the financial prospect of State acquisition the 
Commission's report could show only a problematic gain to Government 
coffei;. This is due mainly to its going to unnecessary length in the 
matte* of payment of compensation as well as expenses of acquisition. 
Government did not receive any consideration for whatever rights the 
zemindar obtained under the Permanent Settlement and is not there- 
fore bound either legally or morally to pay any oompensation to then) 
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for annulling the measure. It is only under section 299(2) of the 
Government of India Act that the landlords can claim any compensa- 
tion if the whole transaction be proved to be a case of compulsory 
acquisition for public purpose. Rate and amount of compensation 
under this bead will depend entirely on the discretion of the Legislature 
and not on adequacy. Even if adequacy is sought for, valuation of the 
ze mind ary right in the present condition of the country will never be 
more than ten times the amount of annual net profit, and if the protec- 
tion of the Court of Wards and certificate power to which the landlords 
are by no means entitled under the provisions of the Permanent Settle- 
ment Regulation be withdrawn, many zemindaries will be put to sale 
for default and I am sure the bid will not rise even to five times the 
annual net profit. 

The Commission has found State acquisition of zemindary right 
as the only solution in the present juncture of the country, as Select 
Committees appointed by the House of Commons so long ago as 1830 
also found to be the solution at that time. The plain duty now before 
the Government is to find a special portfolio under a sincere man of 
action, charged with the completion of the task. No half-hearted 
measure as suggested by the Special Officer will do. For in this land- 
lordridden country any half-hearted measure will only be a veiled trap 
for making out a plausible case for discrediting the measure as utterly 
impracticable or entirely disastrous. The agriculturists of the country 
are on the verge of complete breakdown. The only course open before 
the Government for saving them is to take effective, immediate and 
irrevocable steps to remove the incubus of zemindars and mahajam 
from their lives for good and all. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. D€BI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I did not have 
any desire to take part in the debate on this question. But, having 
listened to the debate that has taken place, I do not understand that 
if the Permanent Settlement is abolished and the rights of landholders 
jre acquired compulsorily by the State, who will benefit? I feel that 
neither the Government nor the landholders nor the tenants themselves 
will have anything to benefit by this deal. 

Sir, there is one point, however, which I have not heard stated in 
the whole course of the debate that has taken place on this question. 
1 wish to mention it because I consider that that is an important 
part of the problem that will confront the Government on thi* issue. 
I mean the question of income-tax and super-tax that will be payable 
to the Central Government as a result of compulsory acquisition of 
the landholders’ interests. At the present moment, as everybody in 
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this House is aware, no income-tax and super-tax is payable to tbe 
Central Government on agricultural income. If the zemindars’ 
interests are converted either into cash money or into bonds given by 
the Government, the natural result will be, that, the income that will 
accrue from either the cash or from the bonds will, under the ordinary 
law of the land, become assessable to income-tax and super-tax, which 
will go to the Central Government outside this province. From the 
figures that are available to me it is not possible to calculate how 
much amount will be payable to the Central Government on this 
account. But, having regard to the fact that about Rs. 13 crores per 
annum will be involved, it appears safe to think that the amount pay- 
able to the Central Government by the province ns a whole will not 
be less than about Rs. 1 crore per annum. On the one hand, the 
Government of Bengal will have to take that into account in calculat- 
ing the amount of compensation to he paid to the landholders of this 
province and, on the other hand, this will be an amount presented by 
the province over and above the amount of income-tax and super-tax 
that is at present paid to the Central Government by the income- 
earners of this province. 1 suppose, Sir, the Government of Bengal 
must have taken this fact into consideration and I would suggest that 
before launching upon a scheme of this character, if the Government of 
Bengal decide, as they must, to give bonds because they will not have 
enough cash to give — if they decide to give bonds to the landholders — 
they should start negotiations with the Central Government that such 
bonds should be recognised to be of the same nature as landed interests 
and that income arising from such l>ondfl should be treated as agricul- 
tural income for the purpose* of income-tax and super-tax. There is 
no reason whatsoever why the Central Government should not agree 
to this course being adopted, because at the present moment the 
Central Government does not get income-tax and super-tax on the 
income that accrues to the landholders of this province. 

Sir, as I have been making this submission I have seen that the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister has been smiling at what I have said, but 
let me assure him that the proposition that I have put forward is not 
of such a ridiculous or ludicrous character as at the first blush he 
seems to think. I would suggest, on the other hand, that it is his 
paramount duty to enter upon serious negotiations with the Central 
Government if it is the desire of the Provincial Government to launch 
upon a scheme of this character. 

The Hoft’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 would 
like tS explain that my smile was of approval and not of ridicule. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
neither a zemindar nor a tenant and, therefore, I may be expected to 
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take a detached view of the problem before us. I am surprised, Sir, 
that the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister thought it fit to initiate a 
discussion on this problem in the House, for I am one of those 
unfortunate people who think that there are no two opinions in 
Bengal or outside it, on the question of Permanent Settlement. 
Hundreds of witnesses were examined by the Land Revenue Commis- 
sion and we had brought from distant Canada, one of the greatest 
experts on agricultural problems recommended by the Viceroy and the 
Ministers in London and Canada. He was expected to take a detached 
view of the whole question. The greatest surprise to me in this 
discussion was that the honourable member who spoke on behalf of 
the European community thought that the Chairman of the Land 
Revenue Commission had also erred with the majority. I am again 
surprised, Sir, why this peculiar and extraordinary procedure of 
discussion was adopted by the Government. AVe appointed a Com- 
mission. It studied the problem in all its aspects in Bengal and in 
other provinces. I can understand the Hon’ble Minister consulting 
an expert or experts in his department, for his own benefit, but the 
judgment delivered by a senior member of the Civil Service does look 
a bit derogatory to the dignity of a Government Commission which 
has, after full investigation, presented to it a report and a majority 
of whose members hnve supported the abolition of the present land 
revenue system. My own feeling is, Sir, that the Government has 
already taken quite a good deal of time to come to a delusion. The 
League, the Congress and other sections of the House came to the 
Assembly with the definite intention of unsettling the Permanent 
Settlement which has been a curse to the province. Knowing the 
general trend of public opinion in the country which has now been 
backed by the majority of the Commission, there is nothing for the 
Hon’ble Minister to wait and see. The old Persian saying, 
tjMJl jo that is, in doing a good piece of work 

you need not consult any oracle, whether this oracle be a senior mem- 
ber of the Civil Service or your coming once more to us to find out how 
the different parties in the House feel about the proposition. I feel, 
Sir, that the time, to-day and yesterday, has practically been wasted 
for the simple reason that we have nothing further to say. Resolu- 
tions and debates in this House are sometimes laughed out and 
adjournment motions are talked out. 1 do not know whether we shall 
be supposed to have discussed out this problem for, in the absence of a 
vote, we shall have come to no conclusion. But the conclusion is 
there, clear and unequivocal, 

The country’ has decided that Permanent Settlement shall go. The 
question is, what will be the best way to get rid of this terrible 
system. Many speeches have already been delivered but I listened 
attentively to the speech of the honourable member who spoke on 
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behalf oi the European Group and after that also to a paraphrase of it 
given by the honourable member for the Landholders’ Constituency. 
I appreciate the fear in the minds of people who have held land so far. 
The old Indian adage, iro*TW' ifal T fj t, is a « true t(M *ay 
as on the day it was uttered. India has, from time immemorial, 
considered agriculture to he the best vocation in life. Those who desire 
to unsettle the Permanent jNettlement and are anxious to remove the 
few and to distribute the benefits of the kheti, as far as possible, to the 
many in the province. 

Another argument raised in the discussion is about the compensa- 
tion to he paid to the landholders. Should it he on a basis of 10 years, 
15 years, 20 years, or 25 \ ears Xo honourable member has told us 
that due to the many inroads made on the rights of the zemindars the 
actual price of *iand has gone down considerably. The zemindar 
would perhaps be happy to get seven or even five times the return, for 
he cannot find a purchaser nowadays. If we decide upon 10 years 
perhaps the zemindar will he happy. Give him lo years or give him 
50 years, but get rid of the Permanent Settlement. The point was 
also made that contracts made should be solemnly carried out. My 
knowledge of the history of the Land Revenue System of Bengal may 
be defective, but, it is an admitted fact that agents who collected land 
revenue for the East India Company were at best commission agents on 
behalf of a ^business company. They huve enjoyed this agency for a 
very long time. e do not want to rob them of the benefits they 
received under the arrangement, but if the House decides that these 
agents be now removed, I do not think, Sir, we shall be interfering 
with the solemnity of any contractual obligations, for the contract did 
not pass any rights of ownership to them. 

The other point made is that the recommendations of the Commission 
will throw a large section of the population of Bengal out of employ- 
ment and handicap them in earning a livelihood and thus not only the 
zemindars but their underlings and intermediaries will also be hard bit. 
I feel that if the tenant pays something like 13 crores and the Govern- 
ment gets only one-fourth of this amount, we can very well utilise the 
balance, that is, the remaining three-fourths for the benefit of the 
province and if anv section of the population suffers under the new 
arrangement, we shall take care of that section. We are out for a 
revolution. We are out to disturb the placidity of the province. We 
are out to set up a new political economy in the province. Honourable 
members have told us that the zemindar has been the means of establish- 
ing, schools and giving money to hospitals and other charitable objects. 
I do— not dispute that, but. Sir, if you go outside Calcutta, you will 
realise that Bengal is still in a primitive stage. There are no roads, no 
houses for the peasants and the poor workers in the fields live as V 11 
or as badly as their animals. This accursed system of Permanent 
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Settlement has kept the villages and the rural population of Bengal 
in a state of chaos and misery. It stands self -condemned, and a change 
from this system to a better one is the only way in which we can hope 
to bring any betterment to the province. The whole criticism has been 
that the Commission has erred in this manner and the Government has 
erred in the other ahd the senior Civil Servant consulted has found 
things to be illusory and so on. What other alternative do the critics 
of the report suggest? We have decided in our minds that Permanent 
Settlement must go. I hope the Government will not now at this late 
hour show cold feet on this important problem. I would have welcomed 
any alternative suggestion. We are not out to expropriate; we are not 
out to rob people of what is theirs. If there is any other alternative 
of achieving our object I am personally prepared to consider it with an 
open mind. For the last half a century and more, Iudjan thinkers have 
given their best attention to the matter and have come to the conclusion 
that there is no other alternative but to end it. 

Sir, the question has been asked : what sort of a picture will Bengal 
present after 60 years. That is a very long period. We may go into 
the 21st century. I am, however, not going to wait till then and I do 
not want to present any pictures. I am prepared, as I have said, to 
revolutionise the placidity of Bengal and for that if we have to suffer I 
assure you, Sir, our condition will not he any the worse off. May I, 
Sir, for the benefit of ihe House say that in one of the States in Central 
India there is a ruler with modern ideas. There they had a system 
of farming out villages and the farmers were veritable blood-suckers. 
Within one year the whole system was axed and every villager now has 
a holding of his own The new system is flourishing and the State 
makes u better income. I am not afraid of the financial danger involved. 

I expect that the balance out of the 1-7 crores paid by the peasant will 
come to the Government or in other words hack to Bengal in some form 
or the other, so that the Government may be enabled to give it back 
in the shape of better roads, better education and better advantages 
to the people. The honourable member for Labour and Kisan interests 
made a very disturbing statement yesterday. I listened to his speech 
with pleasure, because this was the first occasion when he did not lose 
his temper while speaking. (Laughter.) He recommended that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to advise the Government on the actual proposals 
to be placed before the House. No further experts are required. We 
have decided to get rid of this system and any further Committees, any 
further Commissions or any further delay will become unbearable. I 
mav be told that all our energies and all our efforts at the present moment 
should be turned towards the defence of the country especially |s war 
is coming nearer. I admit the oagency of the argument. But instead 
o^iacing the enemy with a half-fed population it will be better to give 
the poor villagers some hope to the effect that those who are governing 
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you have now reorientated the whole policy of the State and without 
injuring any section of the population in any manner whatsoever you, 
the peasants, that give us our food and other material comforts will now 
benefit from the new dispensation. Whether the whole of Bengal will 
be taken up at once or whether the Government will go about this 
unsettlement piece-meal is a matter for the Government in its Revenue 
Department and its experts. This is not the time to decide how the 
process will begin. What I want, Sir, is that the Government of to-day 
must declare in the name of the people of Bengal whom we represent 
here that the Permanent Settlemnt is gone. The sooner this decision 
is taken and announced the better. 

Fragmentation of holdings and other technical points will be 
considered in their proper time. Mr. Speaker, we have the raiyattvari 
system working iif the Punjab, in Bombay, in Madras: and other parte 
of India. It may be stated without any fear of contradiction that the 
peasant is slightly better oft under that sj stein than in those parts of 
India which have Permanent Settlement. That being the case, let us 
go ahead. I do not say that the peasant in Bengal will bo suddenly 
transformed into a happy and joyous creature by the change, because 
I know. Sir, there are grievances of the agriculturist still to he redressed 
in the Punjab, in Bombay and in Madras. The raiyatwari system is 
not a perfect system. I do, however, feel that the peasants, small 
holders and woikers under the miyahrari system are better off than the 
peasants and workers under Permanent Settlement. I do not propose 
to take up any more time of the house, Sir, hut I appeal to the Ilon’ble 
Minister not to waste any mme time. Follow the majority decision of 
the Commission. Make mistakes if you like. We shall rectify them 
later on. But for goodness’ sake do not wait any longer. Decide now 
and show to the world, before the next elections come, that you have 
rendered a valuable and enduring service, healed the scars under which 
the province and its people have suffered for long and many decade* 

and redeemed the promise you made to Bengal. 

• 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of personal 
explanation /Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think you should have some sense of humour, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: While appreciating 
humour, the serious point referred to must not be overlooked. I made 
a suggestion that a representative committee of all the parties should 
immediately set to work with a view to formulate definite proposals to 
place before the House, because the GtArernment have avoided formulat- 
ing any proposals at all. My suggestion is not meant to be used by 
Government for their delaying tactics 
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M f. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Bose. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA ROSE: Sir, I agree with the honourable 
member who spoke last that the discussion which commenced yesterday 
and is continuing to-day is really superfluous. The people of Bengal 
spoke out their minds in no uncertain terms more than four years ago. 
And yet we find to-day after the lapse of nearly four years and a half 
Government initiating a discussion on a subject on which the people 
have already spoken and initiating it without giving the faintest indica- 
tion of the Government’s own mind. 

Sir, the major parties entered this Legislature in April, 1937, with 
a definite agrarian programme, one item of which was the abolition of 
the zemindari system and acquisition of the interests of all rent- 
receivers. And though among the major parties was the Coalition Party 
in front of me, yet we find the Government appointing a Commission 
in order to get recommendations from them as to whether the zemindari 
system is to be abolished or not. Sir, the irony of the situation is this 
that our land revenue and our land tenure systems have to he explained 
to us by a Canadian authority ! I should have thought that the time 
had long past and gone when it was necessary for our Rau jit Singhji to 
achieve his fume through British wickets, when it was necessary for our 
religion to he explained to us by a Henan t or a Wood ruffe. 

Now, Sir, w[iat is the position of the Government to-day? The 
Hon’ble the Revenue Minister read to us from a manuscript, and the 
time he occupied in reading it was nearly one hour, without any indica- 
tion at all of the opinions, if any, formed by the Government. Without 
meaning disrespect to him, may I say that the analysis he presented to 
this House could have been as effectively and as efficiently done by a 
Head Master of some school? Sir, we still find that the vacuum which 
existed in the upper storeys of some of the members of the Treasury 
Benches still exists. Three hundred and forty-eight printed pages of 
one report and 100 printed pages of another have not filled any portion 
of that vacuum I c 

Now, Sir, the Government on the 5th of November, 1938, appointed 
this Commission. We on this side of the House did not co-operate with 
that Commission and 1 am glad that we came to that decision because 
we thought we ought not to co-operate with a Commission on a subject 
on which the mind of the people had already been made up. Sir, that 
Commission presented its report on the 2 1st of March, 1940. A Special 
Officer was appointed to examine the recommendations of that Gommis- 
•ion. That Special Officer presented his report on the 27th of July, 
1940. And for a year the Government sat quiet and only initialed the 
discussion on this subject on the 28th of July, 1941. 

Sir, I have already said that the major parties in the Legislature 
entered the Legislature with a definite agrarian programme, and I 
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shall add, Sir, that the Government which represented a combination 
of more than one party and had an absolute majority, ought to have 
started, not by appointing a Commission but by giving effect to the 
programme on which the people of the province had set their seal. 
Possibly, Sir, this action or inaction on the part of the Government 
was due to the fact that the Treasury Benches were, and still are, a 
motley crew of each possible shape, of each possible hue or, if I may 
borrow the expression of a great philosopher statesman of England, 
something of the nature of “a tesselated pavement without cement, — 
here a bit of black stone, there a bit of white, — patriots and courtiers, 
King's friends and Republicans”. 

I shall now, Sir, remind the House of the agrarian programme with 
which we came to this House. That was published as far back as 
the 12th of Aprfl , 19*16. in the form of a resolution pussed by the 
Lucknow Congress, and that resolution was in these terms: 

“The Congress is of opinion that the most important and urgent 
problem of the country is the appalling poverty, unemployment and 
indebtedness of the peasantry, fundamentally due to antiquated and 
repressive land tenure and land revenue systems and intensified in 
recent years by the great slump in prices of agricultural produce. The 
final solution of this problem inevitably involves the removal of British 
Imperialistic exploitation, a thorough change of the land tenure and 
land revenue systems and a recognition by the State of its duty to 
provide work for the rural unemployed masses.” Sir, that programme 
was repeated on the 22nd August, 19*16, in the Congress election mani- 
festo, and in these terms : 

The lust five years of developing crises have, however, necessitated 
a further consideration of the problems «f poverty and unemployment 
and other economic problems. With a view to this the Lucknow 
Congress laid particular stress on the fact that the most important and 
urgent^ problem of the country is the appalling poverty, unemployment 
and indebtedness of the peasantry, fundamentallly due to antiquated 
and repressive land tenure and laud revenue systems. Pending the 
formulation of a fuller programme, the Congress reiterates its declara- 
tion made at Karachi that it stands for a thorough reform of the systems 
of land tenure and land revenue and rent and an equitable adjustment 
of the burden on agricultural land, giving immediate relief to the 
smaller peasantry by a substantial reduction of agricultural rent and 
revenue now paid by them and exempting uneconomic holdings from 
payments of rent and revenue.” Sir, we then come to the elections, 
and wgfind that the 50th session of the Congress held at Faispur declared 
w unmistakable terms this agrarian programme in these words : 

“Tke Congress is convinced that the final solution of the problem 
involves the removal of British Imperialistic exploitation and a radical 
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change in the antiquated and repressive land tenure and land revenue 
systems. It feels, however, that the deepening crises have made the 
burden on the peasantry an intolerable one, and immediate relief is 
urgently called for.” 

Sir, we on this side of the House for the purpose of giving effect 
to that programme tabled a resolution in this House as far back as 
August, 1937 . That resolution was in these terms; 

“This Assembly is of opinion that a Committee consisting of nine 
members of this House be formed with power to co-opt experts on the 
Committee to formulate a scheme and to suggest legislative measures 
required to give effect to the following and to report to the House; — 

(a) to take immediate steps to acquire all landejl interests in the 

agricultural lands of the province above those of the culti- 
vating tenants including private fishery rights above those 
of bond fide fishermen ; 

(b) to set apart out of the net additional revenue therefrom, an 

'adequate amount for free primary education so that each 
village may have the benefit of a primary school and another 
adequate amount for dispensaries for men and cattle, so that 
each union may have one such dispensary; 

(c) to capitalise the balance by a loan on Government Promissory 

Notes at an interest of three and a half per cent, per annum 
payable in 99 years; and 

(d) to disburse the loan so raised for — 

( / ) payment of fair compensation for the interests acquired 
on the basis of loss of net incomes derived therefrom; 

(if) advance of fifty crores of rupees to agriculturists towards 
the liquidation of agricultural debts as loan repayable 
in 21) years ut a rate of interest not exceeding 5 per 
cent, per annum ; 

(iii) establishment of agricultural banks in all unions to 

advance loans to the agriculturists at a small interest 
against hypothecation of crops or mortgage of lands, 
as the case may be ; 

(iv) resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers and channels 

and opening out of new channels, where necessary; 

(r) provision for marketing facilities for jute and other agri- 
cultural products; 

(ri) grant of subsidies to bond fide agriculturists for develop- * 
ing the undeveloped lands of the province; . 

(vti) provision for agricultural education and research*? 
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(v Hi) establishment of industrial banks for the purpose of 
advancing small loans to trained young men and to 
agriculturists to whom owing to smallness of holdings, 
agriculture is not a dependable means of livelihood, 
for starting small industries; 

(ut) supplementing the existing grants from Government and 
local bodies for — 

(a) erection of school buildings in the villuges; 

( b ) erection of dispensary buildings in the unions; 

( c ) construction of tanks and wells in rural areas; 

(d) provision of pasture and fodder-producing lands 

in the villages; and 

te'i improvement of the breed of cattle; and lastly 
(j) establishment of a famine und unemployment relief fund. 

Sir, a full constructive programme was placed before this House in 
that resolution, and I still remember the reception it had from members 
sitting on the Treasury Benches. Sir, I am disclosing no secret if 
I say that the calculation that my friends on the Congress Benches and 
I made for the purpose of finding out the amount necessary for the 
acquisition of all such interests as I have mentioned came to the 
neighbourhood of Rs. 114 crores. The estimate made by the so-called 
immature politicians, whom the Treasury Benches often described, and 
have often described during the last four years as “irresponsible politi- 
cians”, is an estimate which comes very near the estimate which the 
experts, or the so-called experts, on the Land Revenue Commission 
arrived at after month** and months of labour. Sir, I will not go into 
the other figures which we had arrived at for the different objects 
mentioned in our resolution, because the time at my disposal is 
extremely limited. I shall conclude this part of my observation by 
reminding the House of the resolution that was passed by the Bengal 
Provincial Conference at Jalpaiguri on the ' r )th of February, 1949, over 
which I had the honour to preside. The resolution was in these 
terms : — 

“In order to relieve the peasants and remove their grievances this 
Conference also urges Hie abolition of the Perraunent Settlement and 
all zemindary systems in the province on paying reasonable compensa- 
tion to the parties concerned.” 

Sic* in spite of all these, in spite of the mandate that members of 
the Gowrnment Party had from their respective electorates, in spite 
of the mandate that the Krishak Proja Party had from its own electorate, 
in spite of the mandate that the Government knew that the Congrea* 
Party had from its own electorate, in spite of the fact that on this 
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question there was singular unanimity, the Government remained 
inactive and inert. And, Sir, I add on the basis of facts which I find 
in the report of the Land Revenue Commission, that the Government 
actually moved in the opposite direction flouting the mandate which 
its own constituent members had received. 

Sir, I was amazed when I read page 229 of this report of the Land 
Revenue Commission. I was amazed to find that though the Hon’ble 
the Revenue Minister had not committed himself or the Government 
to any opinion, definite or otherwise, the Finance Department of his 
own Government submitted a note to the Land Revenue Commission in 
the following terms: — 

“(1) The Permanent Settlement and the consequences flowing from 
it are now the framework of the general economic life of the country 
and in the considered opinion of the Government'* — mark the words, 
not in the considered opinion of the Finance Department of Govern- 
ment, but in the considered opinion of the Government — “no tampering 
with that framework could in t he long run produce financial gain to 
the State. 

“(2) The department holds the view that the abolition of the 
Permanent Settlement would throw the social system out of gear and 
may not be conducive to the financial welfare of the province. 

“(‘1) The abolition of the Permanent Settlement would be a financial 
speculation which would probably result in little gain." 

Sir, I have noticed in the pages of this report that the Landholders' 
Associations were unanimously against the abolition of the zemindari 
system. I do not complain, because Associations consisting of land- 
holders would naturally be the defenders of the rights and privileges 
of the landholders. But what amazed me was this that the Moslem 
Federation of Dacca of which our friend the Government Whip, 
Mr. Kh wuja Shahabuddin, is the life and soul, also declared its opinion 
against the abolition of the zemindari system on the ground that it 
would involve a revolution in the social and economic life of the people. 
(Cries of “shame, “shame” from the Opposition Benches.) Sir, the 
attitude of the Landholders’ Association of Bengal is understandable. 
But what ubout the attitude of the Moslem Federation of Dacca, of 
which the Hon’ble Minister the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca is a prominent 
member, and as far as I am aware Khawaja Sir Nazimuddin is also a 
prominent member, and as I have said, Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin* is 
the life and soul? 

Now, Sir, I shall come to the main recommendations of the Com* 
misftion. As the time at my disposal is extremely limited, I shall not 
deal with the comparatively minor and ancillary recommendations of 
Ahe Commission, I shall confine myself to the main recommendations of 
the Commission,* As regards the main recommendation, namely, the 
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acquisition of the interests of all classes of rent-receivers, we on the 
Congress Benches are in entire agreement with that recommendation. 
As regards the recommendation regarding compensation, I have heard 
speeches in the House to the effect that no compensation ought to be 
paid. I am afraid members who stated that forgot for the moment the 
provisions of the Government of India Act which make the payment of 
compensation obligatory. (Mr. Maquul Hosain: It is a British rule.) 
It is true it is a British rule whether we want it or not, and speaking 
for myself and my friends we definitely do not want it ; but the rule 
is there. Section 299 of the Government of India Act states quite 
clearly that “Neither the Federal nor a Provincial Legislature shall 
have power to make any law authorising the compulsory acquisition 
for public purposes of any land or any commercial or industrial under- 
taking,” — I agree, with the honourable member who interjected that 
it is a British rule made for British purposes, — "or any interest in, or 
in any company owning, any commercial or industrial undertaking, 
unless the law provides for t lie payment of compensation for the 
property acquired and either fixes the amount of the compensation, or 
specifies the principles on which, and the manner in which, it is to be 
determined.” 

Now, Sir, that question of compensation leads me to a consideration 
of the rate at which such compensation ought to be paid. As regards 
that, this report at page 174 states that the rate of compensation which 
receives more support than any other is 10 times the net profit of the 
proprietors and the tenure-holders. Sir, I am not disclosing uny secret 
if I state to this House that the calculation which we of the Congress 
Party made in arriving at the estimate of 114 crores as the total compen- 
sation payable was at the rate of It) times the net profit. But I would 
confess that it is easy to be dogmatic on this question. At the same time 
I would say it would be wiser not to be dogmatic; and therefore on 
behalf of the party which I have the honour to represent in this House 
I state in very clear and definite terms that in our opinion the compen- 
sation should as a general rule be at the rate of 10 times the net profit 
but sl^uld not in any event exceed 15 times, the lower the better. 

Now, Sir, I shall come to another main recommendation of the Com- 
mission and that is regarding the payment of the compensation. Here, 
again, I am not at one with those who suggested piecemeal acquisition 
or — to use the words of Mr. Guruer — acquisition “in two waves”. As 
regards the payment of compensation, it is the opinion of my party 
that compensation should he paid in bond* redeemable after 99 years. 

Sirjvl now’ come to a question to *&ich I would like to devote V little 
time and that is the future relation of the State to the actual tillers of 
the soil. The Commission have recommended that the position is to be 
of tenants bolding directly under the Government. 
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Sir, I shall frankly confess I do not feel happy over that position. 
I feel apprehensive that the rule of King Log may be replaced by the 
rule of King Stork and I say so on the basis of figures which I found in 
both the reporta. 

Coming to the first report, at page 2‘ll of the same, I find that the 
then Member of the Board of Revenue, Bengal, was of opinion on the 
basis of the facts and figures that he supplied that had there been no 
Permanent Settlement, raiyat* would have been paying a higher 
average of rent. The figures furnished by Mr. (!. W. Gumer are more 
eloquent still and justify that apprehension to an even greater degree. 
From the figures we find at page 100 of Mr. Gurner’s report, it appears 
that current demand in respect of estates held directly by Government 
increased from 1920-21 to 19d8-i9, j.c., during a period of 19 years by 
68 per cent. I could have gone into further facts ‘and figures, but I 
think, Sir, that the figures and statements J have already quoted are 
sufficient to justify the apprehension in my mind. 

What then is the remedy? Sir, the remedy which I shall suggest 

to the House availing myself of the opportunity of this discussion is 

this that the State which proclaims and gives effect to its policy of 

abolition of private ownership of the land should give the land to those 

who work on it for their free use. Some friends of mine on either side 

of the House may feel startled at that remark of mine. But may I 

assure them that there is nothing to be startled at? It. was certainly 

an experiment in the year 1917 — an experiment undertaken by one of 

the greatest States in Kurope so far as territory is concerned, but it is 

no longer an experiment to-day. I may remind the House that the 

“Decree on the Lund” which was passed by the Congress of Soviets on 

the 8th November, 1917, />., literally the day after th$ victory of the 

armed rising organised by the bolshevists proclaimed the abblition 

of right of private ownership of land which passed into the hands of 

the State and the State gave it to those who worked on it for their free 

use.. Article VI of their present Constitution which is popularly 

known as the Stalin Constitution runs as follows : * 

% 

“Land, mineral deposit, waters, forests, mills, factories, mines, 
railways, water and air transports, banks, means of communication, 
large State organised industrial enterprises such as State farms, 
machinery and tractor stations and the like as well as municipal 
enterprises and the principal dwelling houses, properties in the cities 
and industrial localities are State property, i.e., the property of the 
whole people." 

Arid how is it that this expifiment has proved successful And 
there is no denying that it has proved successful. It proved successful 
Ufecause Soviet Russia abandoned the capitalist path and adopted the 
socialist path — the path which consists of implantation of collective 
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farms and State farms in agricultural economy — u path which led to 
the union of petty peasant farms into large scale collective farms 
equipped with technique and science and to the ousting of capitalist 
elements out of agriculture. Soviet Russia chose the second path 
popularly known as the socialist path, and what are the results? 

These figures, Sir, I have taken from a book entitled “The Soviet 
comes of age” which I would ask members of the Treasury Benches to 
read and digest if they can. The figures are a* follows regarding the 
proportion of various categories of agricultural economy in the total 
acreage under crop. In 1928 State farms formed 1 *>) per cent. ; in 1937 
they formed 9 per cent. In 1928 collective farms were only 1 *2 per 
cent.; in 1937. i.c., when the Soviet came of age they were 89*4 per 
cent. Individual peasant farms in 1928 formed 97 ;3 per cent.; they 
dropped to 0-8 per cent, in 1937. Small beddings of workers and 
employees for their own personal needs were nil in 1928; they are 
0-8 per cent, to-day. 

That leads me to the consideration of other interconnected problems — 
the problem of finance and money, the problem of industries and other 
problems too numerous to enumerate in the course of this speech. I 
ought to state that, in relation to finance and money the ownership, 
as I have already said, may be one of two kinds — of the State or of 
co-operative and collective farms. The revenues of all State-owned 
properties accrue to the national exchequer and provide the main 
source of its income. The revenue of the co-operative and collective 
undertakings, on the other hand, belong solely and wholly to the latter 
after payment of the statutory taxes of the State exchequer and their 
taxatioq is in the form of income-tax. Of the four sources of national 
revenue in Soffet Russia the first is by far the greatest, as the whole 
revenue of the State-owned properties of the country goes to the 
national exchequer where it constitutes the actual basis of the fiscal 
system, whereas the other three sources of revenue merely serve to 
supplement the national income to a limited extent. The other three 
sources of income are revenue derived from the co-operative and 
collective undertakings, revenue derived from private ownership which 
is limited to individual peasants and handicraftsmen and must be 
based entirely on personal labour and the last source of revenue is 
direct taxation which is levied on the private earnings of eitieens which 
are snbjecf^to income-tax on their salaries or wages from State-owned 
undertakings or co-operative as well as on their share of profits as 
members of the latter. The revenue derived has proved to be sufficiently 
large for a big tract of country fo^png one-sixth of this inhabited 
world of ours. I would, therefore, ask the (Government even at this 
late stage to embark on something which cannot be called a m$£e 
experiment to-4ay, to embark on something which has proved to be a 
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success and success to an extent that could not hare been imagined in 
1917. What became a reality in 1931 was more than a reality in 1938 
when the Soviet came of age. The reality is this that since 1931 there 
has been absolutely no unemployment. Sir, I am not taking as my 
authorities the Soviet writers on the subject but one whose name is a 
great name in British Economics, the name of Sydney Webb. There 
has been absolutely no unemployment in Soviet Russia in 1931. If 
that is so, Sir, I would suggest in the course of this discussion that 
instead of the recommendation of the Commission regarding the posi- 
tion of the State vis-a-vis the peasants, the experiment which has been 
•conducted with so much success in Soviet Russia ought to be the basis 
on which we in Bengal should move. What is really wanted, to sum 
up in a few words, is planned economy in this province, planned 
economy of the kind indicated in the resolution of which we gave notice 
in August, 1937, planned economy which will comprise not only agri- 
culture and agriculturists but also industrie.s, finance and currency, 
internal and foreign trade, inland waterways, communications, 
exploration and survey of the province, labour, position of women, 
housing construction, public health services, social insurance, public 
education, sports and athletics, literature, music and art. That was 
a s I just now said what was envisaged in the resolution of which we gave 
notice in August, 1937. 

Sir, we in this House have waited long enough. Let us start 
to-day. Let us not start with Committees and Commissions again. Let 
us not imitate the delaying and shelving tactics of the British brand or 
any similar brand, tactics too well known to need enumeration, tactics 
by the formation of Committees. Commissions, Royal Commissions and 
the rest of it. Let us start to-day with this big enterprise, this big 
planned economy in Bengal, so that it may not be said of us that four 
years and a half out of five we have wasted in this Legislature. 

I know, Sir, that some members on the Treasury Benches will accuse 
me of having socialistic or communistic sympathies. If that * is the 
accusation which is levelled against me, I shall at once plead guilty 
to the charge. “Communism,” as Prof. Laski has said in his 
brochure, “has become in our day at once an ideal and a method. As* 
an ideal it aims at a society in which classes have been abolished as 
the result of a common ownership of the means of production and 
distribution”. Speaking for myself and the party I represent in this 
House, we shall cling to that ideal. It is an ideal which has an 
honourable tradition, a tradition older, wider, nobler 'far than the 
capitalistic tradition. This tradition, Sir, reaches back to the very 
beginnings of Eastern and Western political and religious thought. 
Tuke the Hindu Scriptures, take the , Holy Koran, take Christ's 
Christianity as you have in the Gospels, not the Christianity which is 
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preached to-day, all of them are frankly communistic in their ideology. 
Take Western political thought which may be said to have commenced 
with the “Republic” of Plato. That also envisages a Communistic 
State. There is nothing to be apprehensive of in that ideal and as I 
have already said it is time, it is more than time, that we should try 
to realise that ideal in action in order that this province may live. 

Sir, one more word and I shall couclude. As Prof, Laski has pointed 
out at another place in the same brochure, “communism has made its 
way by its idealism and not by its realism, by its spiritual promise and 
not by its materialistic* prospect. It is a creed in which there is no 
doubt intellectual error, moral blindness, social perversity. Religions 
make their way despite these thing*. Mankind in history has been 
amazingly responsive to any creed which builds its temples upon 
spiritual heights* The answer to the new faith is not the persecution 
of those who worship in its sanctuary — an art and a method in which 
the Treasury Benches specialise— hut the prooi that those who do not 
share its convictions can scan an horizon not less splendid in the prospect 
it envisages nor less compelling in the allegiance it invokes”. Sir, I 
ask the members of this House to scan their intellectual and spiritual 
horizon for a better and a nobler ideology and a more splendid prospect 
and if they discern it. let them cling to it with alacrity and 
enthusiasm. Hut if they fail to discern it, as I am sure they will fail, 
I ask them to hearken to the call tor social justice, to the call for an 
equality greater than man has ever known before and lay the founda- 
tions here and now for the material and spiritual liberation of mankind 
in this part of the world. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 

Mr. ATttL CHANDRA KUMAR: On a point of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister cannot take advantage of rule 41. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have never said that it is rule 41. The debate 
has not concluded. Surely the House experts a reply from Government, 
if it so wishes. 

Th# Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I do not 
want to take up the time of the House by the various issues raised by 
members belonging to various groups in this House. It is not the 
Government’s intention to reply to the points raised by them. But 
after listening to the magnificent and eloqueut speech by the Header 
of the Opposition I think it is incumbent on me to reply to some of the 
allegations made by him against Government. He has charged Govern- 
ment with inactivity and he has quoted the Lucknow resolution of lie 
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Congress, the resolution adopted by the Provincial Conference at 
Jalgaiguri under his presidency and he has referred to the resolution 
tabled by his party in this House. 

Sir, I will just ask him to reply to my question whether any other 
Government in India except the much-maligned Government of 
Bengal has attempted up till now to bring about the change in the 
land tenure system of the province. The Congress was in power in 
several provinces 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: As the Hon’ble Minister has 
put a direct question to me, may I have a right of reply? 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you have already said that this Govern- 
ment has done nothing. # 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E. Then he has asked me to reply 
to his question when I have got no right of reply ! 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, the Congress 
was in power in several provinces, and what steps did the Congress 
Ministries take to bring about a change in the land tenure system? 
It was only this Government that had the courage and fairness to 
appoint a Commission of Enquiry to go into the whole question. 
Now, my friend, Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, has said that there was 
no necessity for appointing a Commission, and that the object of the 
Government in appointing the Commission was to shelve the ques- 
tion. Sir, I do join issue with him. My honourable friend has said 
that the Government party and his party, the two major parties, in 
the House, had clear mandates from their electorates on some of the 
issues. But assuming that they had, still it was necessary for Govern- 
ment, responsible as they are, to find out the ways and means. Sir, 
my honourable friend talked of the abolition of British Imperialism. 
Now, let us assume that he and his party were committed to the 
abolition of British Imperialism. Certainly not by donning khaddar 
cap and dress in the afternoon and appearing before the Hon’ble 
Judges of the High .Court who are agents of British Imperialism in 
the morning, he will do away with British Imperialism. That is not 
the method by which British Imperialism can be driven out. The 
ways and means will have to be found out. Now, Government with 
the best of intentions wanted to do away with the present land tenure 
system and the existing land laws of the country. Still they mquired 
advice on the details and for that purpose they had to appoint the 
Commission. The Commission submitted its report after a delibera- 
tion of over a year. Naturally, Government had to get the proposal* 
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made by the Commission examined from the administrative and finan- 
cial points of view. The Finance Department submitted a memo- 
randum before the Commission. The observations made by *the 
Finance Department were the observations of an expert department. 
It did not express opinion on the political issues involved. It was 
concerned merely with the financial aspect of the problem. I think 
the Finance Department would not have discharged its responsibility 
as Finance Department if it did not point out the financial implica- 
tions of the recommendations. 

My friend, Mr. Bose, talked of Socialism and Communism and 
said that he would like to cling to that idea. Who would not? We 
have the ideal of Bhaisnavism before us. It is not for the first time 
that we have heard of Socialism and Communism, but certainly 
earning a big income in the High Court is neither Socialism nor Com- 
munism. '^hey do not go together. (At this stage several members 
of the Congress Group rose in their seats and there was a combined 
voice of protest against the Hon’ble Minister’s statement.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I rise on a point of order, Sir; 
would you not give me a hearing? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I am in 
possession of the House and I will not yield to anybody when I am 
making my reply. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Speaker, will you not allow 
me to rise on a point of order? Ma> I know, Sir, if the Revenue 
Minister would he allowed to indulge in personalities in this indecent 
style for maintaining his position in the Cabinet? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I strongly 

protest against the insinuation made by the last speaker. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U* Your bread may be at stake, 

but you should at least learn to behave in a proper manner. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, you are going out of your way. It 
is very desirable that personalities should be avoided in our discussion 
here. As a lawyer of eminence you can understand, Mr. Basu, that 
no point of order can properly be raised when both sides are makings 
personal attacks. 

Mn#8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: But, Sir, my point of cedar 
is this: having had no justification under the rules to reply to this 
debate but having been allowed as a matter of mere concession by tin 
Speaker to reply to this debate in a decent manner, will the Hon’ble 
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Minister be allowed to indulge in personalities for the purpose, as I 
havf said before, of maintaining his position in the Cabinet in the 
best way that he thinks proper? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, I think you will agree with me that 
our debate should be so conducted as not to allow any personal reflec- 
tion or fling being made from one side to the other, and it would have 
been much better if the Hon’ble Minister had not made a statement 
like that. So far as I could follow him, he did not complete his 
sentence when there was a storm of protest from the Congress Benches. 
I do not know what he meant to say, although, I admit, he was 
driving at the point against which there is this protest from the 
Opposition. In view of that fact, Mr. Basu, no occasion had yet then 
arisen for me to intervene in the midst of the Eon’ble Minister’s 
speech. However, I would again ask the Hon’ble Minister not to 
bring in personalities in his speech. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I am grate- 
ful to you for your advice and I will try to follow it. But at the same 
time, Sir, I would request you to see that the other side of the House 
also follows it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: But he must withdraw the state- 
ment that he has made. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, whenever members on the Govern- 
ment side rise to speak, there is so much interruption from the 
Opposition that it is impossible to follow the debate. 

Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Not until he became indecent 
in his remarks that the Opposition intervened. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: There were* 
constant flings at the members of the Treasury Benches, but there 
was ©ot a single iustance of the Opposition being similarly treated by 
the Government supporters. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, what is the 
'** reply about? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is open to me to ask any member to apeak. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise on a point 

order. I have nothing to do with khaddar, but respectfully beg to 
bring to your notice one matter which, I believe, you have yourself 
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beard. The Hon’ble Minister has been allowed to call the Hon'ble 
Judges of the High Court ‘ agents af British Imperialism” and he has 
also been allowed in the course of his reply to make certain referenda to 
the khaddar cap and the mode of dress of a particular person. I beg to 
ask you, Sir, is it permissible in this House to make any personal 
reference and remarks of this nature? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 did not hear any personal references being 
made. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May I rise on u point of order, Sir? 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: May I know, Sir, how is the 

dress of a man rtjevant to this debate? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As a matter of fact, Mr. Bose, at the moment 
when the Hon’ble Minister was speaking and was going to say some- 
thing to that effect, there was so much noise that his voice was 
drowned. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister 
to repeat to the House one sentence or one word in mv speech which 
was unparliamentary, indecent or abusive? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope, Sir Bijoy, you will try to continue the 
debate in a parliamentary manner. 

The Hon’blt Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The point is 

this, Sir. Is it the privilege of one side of the House to abuse and is 
it the duty of the other side to submit to such abuse? I think I was 
not unparliamentary anywhere in the course of my speech, and what- 
ever I said was nothing but a statement of facts. (Loud noise from 
the Opposition as well as the Coalition Benches) 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I know, Sir, that people who 
were never able to earn more than Its. oO at the Bar would he naturally 
jealous of other people’s income. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Bose, you are also grossly 
guilty of the conduct of which 'you are 'complaining. ‘V? 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE : I am sorry, Mr. Speaker; when 
the Sjfcaker fails to give protection to a member of this House, be 
baa got to speak out his mind. May I know if my dress has anything 
to do with the subject-matter under discussion, and whether tbare 
was a single unparliamentary word used by me in my speech? 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I rose on a point of order. 
Honourable members of the House have no right to disturb me when 
I rise on a point of order. My point of order is this. If a member 
speaks about communism and socialism and if another member says 
“when you have such a big private income, it does not lie in your 
mouth to speak on communism or socialism because you yourself are 
making a vast income; it is not proper for you to advocate the cause 
of communism or socialism when you yourself are not contributing to 
that ideal”, can any member disturb that honourable member when 
he says that? That is my point of order, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I just 
mention why I made that remark? The honourable member observed 
that tile members of the Treasury Benches would Vharge him with 
communism or socialism and he gave a long dissertation on those 
subjects and that is why I attempted to point out the inconsistency 
between Mr. Bose’s principle and practice. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There is no point of order. It 
has been closed. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: This is on a different point, 
Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, we stand on our 
rights to raise a point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is my decision that the*re will 
be no further point of order at this stage. Every point of order has 
been raised and disposed of and if there is any further point of order 
it will he after the debate has continued and no previous point can be 
the basis of a point of order as a matter of history. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH. BISWAB: Sir, I shall not rise on a 
previous point of order but on a new point of order. 

Mf. SPEAKER: Order, please. As a matter of fact, orifee you 
allow history to be brought as a point of order, there will be no 
termination of it and all points of order that were raised by succes* 
live persons have been disposed of. 
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Mf. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: It is my privilege to raise 

a point of order, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, you cannot raise a point of order minute 
after minute. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, you have not 
given your ruling on the point of order which you allowed me to 
raise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the point of order? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: After the point of 
order a whole roand of debate has come about. My point of order is 
this. I)o you, Sir, on the floor of the House allow members to make 
personal references of the type us the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 
indulged in? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not prepared to answer a hypothetical 
question. That point of order was raised by Mr. Basu and I imme- 
diately gave my decision that it should be avoided. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASU: Sir, will you allow the expres- 
sion to remain on the minute Iwiok that High Court Judges are 
agents of British Imperialism? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think this is unparliamentary and I 
cannot expunge it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: This is prohibited. Under the 
Government of India Act one cannot make such reference to High 
pourt Judges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What exactly did he say? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: He said "High Court Judges 
are agents of British Imperialism”. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I will look into tiy matter. I did not catch It 
myself. 

Ml* SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, will you allow me to 

raise, my point of order P 


Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. 
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iso 

Mr. §YBD HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Sir, you just now said 

that you did not hear 

(At this stage there were interruptions from all sides of the 
House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER* Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
445 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment 

Accordingly Ihe House was adjourned at 8-35 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. 
on Wednesday, the 30th July, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 30th July, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present; 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Azizt'L Hauuk, c.i.k,, 
Khan Bahadur), in the (’hair, 7 Hon’ble Ministers and 184 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Grant of agricultural loan to Rangpur district. 

*15. Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(/) t he total aitiount of agricultural loans given to the district of 
Rangpur during the current year up to the month of June; 
(//) the amount given to each subdivision; and 

(in) what is the maximum amount of loan given to a single indivi- 
dual, and what is the minimum? 

do Is it a fact that no loan is given to a man paying union rate of 
Re, 1-8 or upwards annually? 

(<*) If so, what is the cause? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(t’phow many persons applied for agricultural louns in the Sadar 
subdivision of Rangpur; and 
(»/) how many of them have been given such loans? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (<nu) Rs. 5,00,000. 


(ii) Sadar subdivision 

Gaibandba subdivision 
^urigram subdivision 
Nilphamari subdivision 
(in) Maximum Rs.10 and minimum Rs.2, 


Rs. 

1,00,000 

1.75.000 
98,000 

1.05.000 
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(b) No. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

(d) (t) 87,200. 

(it) 34,880. 

Cnnt of agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in oertain districts. 

•16. Mr. TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state separately 
what sums have been granted during the current financial year as — 

(1) Agricultural loan, and 

(2) Gratuitous relief, 

in the districts of Burdwan, Hooghly, Birbhum, Bankura, Bakarganj 
and Noakhali!' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Amounts granted 
up to the 17th July, 1941, are stated below: — 

(1) Agricultural loan — 

Burdwan 
Hooghly 
Birbhum 
Bankura 
Bakarganj 
Noakhali 

Gratuitous relief — 

Burdwan — Rs.44,735 (including Bs.6,235 
sources). 

Hooghly — Its. 3,000. 

Birbhum — Rs. 2, 20, 000 (including Rs.20,000 granted from the 
Indian People’s Famine Trust Fund). 

Bankura — Rs. 15,000. 

Bakarganj — Rs. 1 ,00,300. 

Noakhali — Rs.50,000. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (1), 
will the Hon'bie Minister be pleased to state whether the grant of 
Ifo. 19,05,000 to Bakarganj as agricultural loan has covered the total 
demand of that district for such loan? 


Rs. 

... 4,22,000 

... 1 , 20,000 
... 5,50,000 

... 4,00,000 

... 19,05,000 
... 8,15,000 

granted from other 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no such 

thing as total demand. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the demand which the District Magistrate of Bakarganj has made 
to Government for payment of agricultural loon, especially to the 
cyclone-affected people? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: At least Govern- 
ment are supposed to know what is the totul amount asked for up to 
date by the Collector. 

Mr, SPEAKER: His point is so far as the demand of the District 
Magistrate is concerned. Did the District Magistrate make any demand 
to Government ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 
Government have sanctioned whatever amount the Collector wanted. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to the auswer 
regarding gratuitous relief will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state 
whether the grant of only Its. 1,00, WO to Bakarganj has met the 
demands of the cyclone-affected people of the district of Bakarganj? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not the 

final grant. Money is being distributed gradually though up till now 
it has been sufficient. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to state whether those persons in the two cyclone- 
affected districts of Bakarganj and Noakhali, who do not own land, are 
given loans from Agricultural Loans Fund? 

• 

Thi Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: These landless 
people are not granted loan from Agricultural Loans Fund, but if they 
are grouped with landed people they are given agricultural loan. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, my question is 
this: There are people who do not possess land, but they are cyclone- 
affected and they have to erect their houses and to attend to other 
business. Are these people granted loan for their relief though they 
do nbt own lands? 

Thu Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl May I just 
explain the position ? People who are agriculturist* are given agricul- 
tural loans and landless people are generally grouped with people with 
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land. Those who are non-agriculturists are being granted loans under 
a separate head altogether. They are not granted loans under the 
Agricultural Loans Act. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate has demanded only 1 
lakh of rupees for payment as gratuitous relief to the cyclone^affected 
people of Bakarganj ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Ye9, up till now. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government in granting money for gratuitous 
relief considered the corte-blanche order of the old Government of 
giving relief to the cyclone-affected people of this province in 1919? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, we do not 
go by precedent in these cases, because we have broken all precedents 
and we are creating our own precedent. No Government in old days 
granted a loan to the extent of Its. 19 lakhs or gratuitous relief to that 
extent as the present Government have been doing. We go by our 
own precedent. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in 1919 in the Madaripur subdivision 
alone Government granted about Rs. 8 lakhs as gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It may he quite 
possible that we shall exceed that amount by the time we finish 
distribution. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether during the last three months from the date 
of the cyclone, Rs. 1 lakh has been quite sufficient to meet the demand 
of the poor and afflicted people? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I can assure my 
friend that it has been quite sufficient. If it were not, Government 
would have certainly sanctioned more money. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the southern part of the district of Tippera is affecte<Lby the 
cyclone or the whole of the district is affected ? 

Mr. SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state bow the Government is giving* relief to those landless 
cyclone-affected persons who cannot be grouped with those who have 
got land? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think that is a supplementary question. 
First ask whether there is any category for these who are landless and 
cannot be grouped with those who have got hind? 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: He has replied. 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: 1 did reply to 
the simple question as to how did Government tackle the problem of 
their demand. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: What is the specification of 
the head under which loans are granted? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: We are giving 
them under a separate head altogether. Government have made special 
sanction for granting loans to those people. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Out of a grant of Its. l.UO.UOO 
allotted to Jkikarganj, will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state 
how much has gone to Bliolu? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 want notice. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state what will he the amount that has been distributed up 
till now to these landless people for whom a separate category has been 
made bv Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if he has asked the District Magistrate there to m^ke 
a list of such landless people tor whom there are difficulties in granting 
agricultural loan? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Collector 
himself approached Government and put forward the suggestion. It 
was not necessary for Government to ask him to prepare the list. 
Moreover, this is not the time when Government can ask the local 
officers to devote their time to preparation of lists and such other work. 
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Hardships of landless labourers of this Province. 

*17. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that jute restriction and 
unusual drought and rains have caused hardship and privation to the 
landless labourers of this Province in the absence of employment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps are the Government proposing to 
take to ameliorate the condition of these people? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) Yes. 

(b) Test relief works have been opened wherever possible. In places 
where test relief works have not been found possible the labourers are 
being provided with work in paddy-husking, clearing of gardens, etc. 
When the level of water in the country-side subsides, it will be possible 
to organise test works on a more systematic and satisfactory basis. 

For the relief of distress, Government have sanctioned this year, up 
to 16th July, 1941, Rs.79,41,000 for agricultural loans, Rs.94,900 for 
land improvement loans, Rs. 9, 14,000 for test relief works, and 
Rs. 6,80, 800 for gratuitous relief. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in giving relief in the shape 
of test relief works, Government sanctioned only Rs. 1-14 for one 
thousand cubic ft. of earth? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no 
uniform rate. ^ 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Ilojj’ble Minister W 
pleased to state whether this is a fact that in the district of Taridpur 
Government sanctioned only Rs. 1-14 for one thousand cubic ft. of 
earth? 

The Hon’bls Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I speak 
subject ti*«orrection. I think it is Rs. 2-8. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the test relief works are worked under the 
Fqmi&e Code which provides only 10 pice to be paid to the labourer for 
the whole day’s work? 
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1 TIN Hon’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi W« are taking 

good care to see that a worker earns nearly 3 annas a day and we are 
trying to adjust the rates according to the level of price of rice. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, if possible, how much has been spent so far? 

,4 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of places where relief works have been started? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 84 centres have 
been opened. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Introduction of Non-Agnoulturai Tenancy Bill in the July-Scptcmber 
8eeeion t 1941. 

12. Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state when 
the term of the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Act, 1940 (Bengal Act IX of 1940), will expire? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate the introduction of a similar 
Bill in the July session, 1941, of the Assembly? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a demand in the 
country for such a legislation*? 

Th. Hon’M* Sir BUOY PRASAD*SINCH ROY: (aT On the iftth 

m v , mt. 

(b) A Bill is In preparation. It will be introduced in the current 
session of the Assembly. * 

f (c) Yes, there is a demand from people interested in non-agricul- 
tural holdings as tenants. 

Mrotfiiotton of the Non- Agricultural Tonanoy Bill in tho j fr ntoon 
Section, 1941. 

1S.»Ma«ilvi MOHAMMAD I9RAIM (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to sts^e whether the 
Government contemplate the introduction of the Non -Agri cul t^yal 
Tenancy Bill at the July session, 1941, of the Assembly? 
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(b) II the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Eon’ Me Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

( c ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a country-wide 
-demand for the passage of such a Bill as early as possible ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) There is a feeling in favour of such a legislation amongst those 
who are interested in non-agricultural holdings as tenants. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government intend to get this Bill passed 
^during this session ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Please f rume your question properly. You 
•cannot ask Government whether they intend to refer the Bill to a Select 
(Committee or to get it passed. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government intend to circulate the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion thereon or whether they intend to pass the Bill 
.during this session? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou cannot ask whether Government intend to 
get the Bill passed during this session. Ask generally what they 
propose to do. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government will consider the desirability 
•of passing this Bill? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I am afraid you ane getting hope- 
1408. If I may put the question for Mr. Ghose, what lie wants to know 
is: what steps do Government propose to take in regard to fhe various 
.stages of this Bill? 

* 

The Hon’ble fir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: At present the 
Government’s intention is to introduce the Bill and move for circulaffon. 


Poet* pf aooountant and oferks in Medioai College HoepitaJs oflioe. 

14. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Gogemment 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that some permanent 
ojerioal posts including the post of accountant in the Medical Cbllege 
Hospitals office are likely to fall vacant ? 
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(by Mm, Witt t M Rou’bte Minister be pleased to state whether they 
Trill be filled up according to the comflwnul ratio? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there is no Muslim in the 
senior grade in the office? 

(d) If so, do the Government contemplate the desirability of appoint- 
ing a Muslim as accountant ? 

MINISTER in otiargs of tbs PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon 1 bis Nawab Khtfaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) No. 

(b) Vacancies, as they occur in future, will be filled up according to 
the Communal Ratio Rules. 

(c) Yes. • 

(d) Does not arise. 


Construction or repair of primary Softool premises. 

15. Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that a circular 
has been issued by the Education Department to the effect that no money 
out of the district school fund is to be spent for construction or repair 
of primary school premises? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
primary schools having houses of their own which were constructed 
by the — 

(t) District Board, and 
(11) public subscription, 

after the Free Primary Education has been introduced in the district 
of Mymensingh? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what arrangement 
the Government contemplate taking — 

(t) for repair of the school houses already in existence; and 
(it) for the construction of houses for those schools where no house 
can be had by public contribution? 

(d) If it is a fact that owing to the said circular the School Board 
are not in a position either to maintain the school houses already in 
existence or to construct new school houses? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to t&e With regard 
to the circular? 

in 
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MINISTER In ohtrgn of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(6) (i) None; it is presumed that District School Board is meant. 

(it) 1,991. 

(c) to ( e ) The funds provided by the levy of education cess are insuffi- 
cient and have to be supplemented by large donations from Government. 
It was therefore hoped that the local people would accept the burden 
of building expenses of schools. There have been numerous objections, 
and I am considering the whole position. 


GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941. 

The reoommendation of His Excellency the Governor has been 
obtained. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Sir, I beg to move that 
the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation Bill be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the following members : — 

(1) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hashem Ali, Khan, 

(3) Yusuf Mirza, 

(4) Mr, M. A. H. Ispahani, 

(5) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(6) Mr. Abul Hosain Ahmed, 

(7) Mr. Jegat Chandra Mondal, 

(8) Mr. I. G. Kennedy, 

(9) Mr. J. R. Walker. 

With your permission, Sir, I shall substitute the following four 
names for those given in the list: — 

(IP) Mr. MafUuddin Ahmed, 

(11) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 
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(13) Mr. Shahedali, 

(13) Mr. Abdul Karim, and 

(14) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by August 8th, 1941, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would, I think, be better if you ask for a later 
date instead of nn curlier date. I do not think you will be able to 
finish the work by that date; to-day is the 30th, and members must be 
given sufficient time to meet and do the work. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: We shall be a first class 
business committee and we can get through the work without difficulty. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think the House will have auy objection 
to that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The necessity for 
imposition of this very small tax on jute needs little justification. 
After grave and mature consideration, Government have embarked on a 
policy of compulsory regulation of sowings so us to co-ordinate the 
supply with the demand. This policy has been endorsed by the legis- 
lature and has already Imrne fruit. Last year, the production was so 
considerable that if we had not started to measure lands with a view 
to restrict cultivation and subsequently to issue licences over th£ 
restricted area, last year’s crop itself would have sold for a song, As 
it was, the cultivators received some return for their crop and the trad$ 
purchased a portion of the crop on the distinct understanding that 
restriction would lie effected in the sowings of 1941-42 and that that 
policy would be continued hereafter from year to year. This year, th* 
Government has implemented its assurance fully and the acreage sown 
is less than one-third of Last year’s acreage. Many attempts are being 
made to derive varying conclusions from the published figures. I 
deprecate any attempt to juggle with figures. The fact remains that 
the sowings this year are less than one-third of the previous year's 
sowings by plot to plot survey and measurement. 

The success of the policy of restriction has exceeded all anticipations 
— thanks to the co-operation that we received from the growers and 
their representatives. I remember many were the forebodings voiced 
by those interests who were, always anxious to belittle the achievements 
of this <3overnment, or who wish to keep the jute market depressed, 
and to see jute cheaply sold. It was said that no Government had been 
able to achieve restriction, and that we would be sure to fail. By the 
aid of Almighty Providence, we have been able to achieve what was 
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considered to be impossible. I am happy to be able to quote no less 
a personage than the Right Hon’ble Mr. Arthur Greenwood, a member 
of the British War Cabinet, who in a speech as recently as the 24th of 
July commented what he called the “courageous action of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in drastically regulating the production of jute, as an 
example of what can be done to preyent over-production of agricultural 
commodities that otherwise, either now or after the war, will inevitably 
lead to a collapse of prices and the untold miseries of vast numbers of 
agriculturists. 1 * 

Our regulation policy in order to be a success has cost us much more 
than we anticipated. We could not have taken the risk of a failure. 
It had to be successful whatever the cost. I shall refer to this a little 
later. We have further been able to come to an agreement with the 
Government of Assam on this subject of regulation* and we shall have 
to advance to them a sum of four lakhs of rupees to enable them to 
make the necessary survey. We hope m a similar manner to arrive at 
an agreement with the Government of Bihar. Thetfe may be some 
financial liability on that score. It is clear that if we are not to 
abandon 1 his policy of regulation and if we are to carry it out relent- 
lessly, we must have funds to finance it. The ordinary resources of 
Government are not adequate and special taxation is necessary. When 
the Sales Tax was under discussion last session, there came from many 
sections of this House a pressing demand that Government should also 
tax jute to carry out measures for the effective improvement of the 
conditions of the jute growers. At that time 1 stated that this matter 
wus under my consideration, that 1 was examining all aspects of this 
taxation measure, and that I would introduce it only when I was satis- 
fied that the incidence of taxation would not fall upon the agriculturists 
in any appreciable measure, and that the measures for which this 
taxation was raised would benefit him much more than this small 
sacrifice which we were calling upon the entire industry to bear. I 
have now satisfied myself that those conditions prevail and I am there- 
fore emboldened to place this taxation measure before the Hoqse for its 
acceptance. 

This taxation measure, as I have set out in my Statement of Objects 
and Reasons, is calculated to yield about ■'() lakhs a year. This year 
it is not likely to yield that amount, as many sales would have passed 
before this measure becomes law. I will, however, consider this 
measure on the basis of an average yield of 50 lakhs per year. It may 
lot be known to honourable members that this year, in 1941-42, we .are 
likely to spend Rs. 36J lakhs for regulation purposes. It would take 
me beyond the purview of this Bill to state the details before this House. 
We budgeted for a liability of 24 lakhs for this purpose, but tbis has 
been found not to be sufficient. We believed that we would be in a 
position to dispense with the services of the staff for three months, but 
we find that we are unable to do so. We need them for tabulation and 
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lor a further- survey to assist us in arriving at a more equitable method 
of licensing, which will take into consideration the difficulties of the 
small agriculturists. 364 lakhs of rupees is a very large slice from the 
ordinary revenues of the province, and the more we set apart for this 
purpose, the less are we able to carry out our ameliorative policy iff 
respect of the other nation-building departments. 

Although only relevant in this somewhat indirect manner, I would 
like to take this House into my confidence regarding certain further 
commitments which we have had to undertake over and above the 
budgeted liabilities. I am sorry that time does not permit me to put 
in a supplementary budget this session. It is for this reason that I 
want to apprise the House as early as possible regarding the major 
unbudgeted liabilities. Apart from the colossal deficit which I fore- 
casted in this yearfc budget, a deficit which can hardly be met by the 
collection of the sales tax, which will only start from the 1st of October 
of this year and by the postponement of many of our schemes, which 
may await better times, wc have hail, as I said above, to undertake 
certain very urgent unbudgeted liabilities. There is one which 1 fore* 
ousted in my budget speech, namely, the payment of a dearness allowance 
nr grain allowance to our low paid employees. Personally, 1 wish I 
could afford to pa\ them a little more than we have allotted, but even 
the sum that we have allotted has imposed on us a liability of more thun 
8 lakhs of rupees. The acute distress in many of the districts of Bengal, 
west, south, north and east, has led us to incur an expenditure which 
we could never have forecasted. Already, we have allotted SO lakhs of 
rupees for agricultural loans, nearly a lakh of rupees for land improxe- 
ment loaus, 10 lakhs of rupees for test relief works and 7 lakhs for 
gratuitous relief. In many places, this is only the beginning of the 
distress, and we shall have to pay considerably more sums not Only 
by way of agricultural loans but for test relief works and gratuitous 
relief, which are issued never to return. Over and alx>ve this, moneys 
have been allotted for assisting educational institutions which have been 
razed to* the ground and for providing shelters for deserving middle- 
class families whose homes have been destroyed — at least five lakhs more. 
Government have embarked on relief work on an unprecedented scale, 
and the amount to In* spent may reach sub-astral figures. Then as I 
have pointed out, there is the additional expenditure of Its. 14,16,000 
in connection with jute licensing and checking in 1941-42. The 
expenditure for the collection of the Sales Tax will cost 5 lakhs of 
rupees. Owing to a feeling of insecurity in the population and the 
necessity for increasing the efficiency of our police to prevent riots 
and disturbances, we have had to and shall have to incur further 
expenditure, perhaps in the region of 3 lakhs. A sum of Ra. 29,000 
also accounts for the extra expenditure for removing certain grievances 
of security prisoners, and the survey work in connection with certain 
road fund projects accounts for a further stun of Rs. 33,000. The 
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riots in Dacca which have necessitated an increase in the police force 
there, account for a further sum of Rs. 50,000. There are certain 
smaller items which we can leave out of consideration for the time 
being. I have set these figures out before the Assembly, partly to 
inform the House that the budgetary position has deteriorated to some 
extent and taxation would be justified, which may add more money 
1o the general revenues, and secondly, because I feel that in the matter 
of finance at least the House should be taken fully into the confidence 
of the Government and should be kept apprised of any supplementary 
expenditure that Government owing to the exigencies of administration 
may be forced to undertake. I am sure the House will under these 
circumstances assist me in my efforts to stabilize our finances and 
enhance our credit. 

Let me now return to the specific measure before the House. I 
have on several occasions indicated that this Government considers it 
its duty to safeguard the interests of the jute growers and proposes to 
improve the conditions under which the growers of jute market their 
produce and to stabilise prices at reasonable levels. I hope that our 
policy will not stop at this point but that as we continue to progress, 
we shall gradually rid the industry of all its evils and shortcomings 
for the benefit of the industry as a whole, starting from the jute grower 
down to the manufacturer and exporter. I would like to draw’ the 
particular attention of the honourable members to the preamble of the 
Bill and to the Statement of Objects and Reasons, where it has been 
cleaily indicated that the proceeds of this tax w r ill be definitely ear- 
marked for expenditure in connection with the various schemes that 
have been or may later be undertaken to implement Government’s 
declared policy in relation to jute. Government policy may be speci- 
fically classified under the following four general heads: — 

(1) Stabilisation of jute prices at reasonable economic levels. 

(2) Improvement of the conditions under which and the methods 

by which jute is marketed. 4 

(3) Improvement of the economic condition of jute grower in 

general. 

(4) Improvement of conditions w’ithin the industry for the general 

welfare of all sections thereof, from the grower to the manu- 
facturer. 


It is not possible to give a complete and exhaustive catalogue of 
ail the schemes that come or may in future come within the*ecope of 
each of these four main categories. In any case, no list that I might 
give could or would be made binding on Government for all time, 
or is it possible now to foresee what measures may or may not be 
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Jound necessary. But this I can say, the proceeds of this tax will be 
specifically earmarked for the carrying out of measures falling within 
tjie four main categories I have given. 

To indicate the kind of schemes or measures which it is intended 
ahould be financed out of the tax now proposed, I may briefly mention 
the schemes which at the present moment appear to Government to be 
the most important and most urgent. 

First and foremost comes regulation. As I said on a previous 
occasion, without the relentless application of regulation, nothing 
substantial or permanent can be achieved. That I think, is a principle 
that is now universally accepted. 

As stated before the estimated expenditure for this year is 36J lakhs, 
partly because wg now find it impossible to dispense with the whole 
staff during August, September and October as we first expected to, 
partly because we have had to give the staff a grain compensation 
allowance not previously provided for, and partly because we have 
bad to increase the supervisory staff to ensure prompt and better dis- 
posal of work and place before us figures which may assist us in the 
issuing of future licenses on an even more equitable basis if possible. 
In future years, we may be able to reduce this annual expenditure on 
the processes of regulation to. say. about Its. ‘12 to M lakhs, but I see 
little prospect of any considerable reduction below that level. From 
this it will be abundantly clear that about two-thirds of the estimated 
gross proceeds of this tax will be annually required to continue the 
application of regulation which is the fundamental basis of our whole 
jute policy and without which no efforts to stabilise prices at reasonable 
levels can possibly succeed. 

Next, I come to measures for the improvement of marketing. So 
far, our expenditure in this direction has been very small. This year, 
we are undertaking no grandiose or large scale schemes because we feel 
that here we must proceed with caution, and only after careful experi- 
ment on a small scale. Only when we are fully satisfied as a result of 
such experiments that our schemes are sound and practicable will we 
embark on large scale measures. Rut we have every intention of 
pursuing a steady policy of progress in this direction and our expendi- 
ture will therefore be constantly on the increase. Our ultimate object 
ia, as we have already announced, the building up of the holding power 
on the part of the growers that will enable them to bargain on equal 
terms with the other interests in the trade. How this can best be 
achieved must be a matter for continuous experiment and study. What 
form the association of growers will ultimately take, it is not possible 
to say now. But it is very clear that much spade work requires to be 
donfc before any solution of this problem can be achieved. I, for one, 
do not believe that any readymade solution will meet the case or ffiat 
any such can be imposed, from outside in present circumstances. 
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Meanwhile, we are proceeding with onr efforts in what may he called 
an educative direction — to give the grower better information of market 
conditions and prices, to teach him the elements of proper assortment 
of his jute and to encourage the formation of small groups or associa- 
tions to illustrate the benefits of collective bargaining and to break down 
age-old prejudices against the pooling of resources. 

In this way only can we prepare the way for more ambitious 
projects of co-operative action by societies of growers and the establish- 
ment of a widespread system of organised marketing* with adequate 
warehousing facilities and other requisite adjuncts. Simultaneously, 
and as a third category of our policy, with the development of scientific 
marketing it will be necessary to undertake measures for the general 
economic welfare of growers. These may include the development of 
better and more scientific methods of production, hitter methods of 
cultivation and of preparation of fibre for the market, better rotation 
and will thus include schemes of agricultural research concerning jute 
and other fibres and crops that may be profitably associated therewith. 
Here, again, our expenditure to date has not been large but it must 
be expanded. As an earnest of our interest and intentions in this direc- 
tion, I may allude to the three new jute research stations which have 
recently been started by the Indian Central Jute Committee with our 
assistance and financial aid. 

In this category I would also include schemes which maj from time 
to time be necessary to assist growers in times of calamity or unusual 
difficulty by means of advances or subsidies. 

Lastly, there ure the measures which may be necessary in the general 
interests of the industry as a whole. In this category I would include 
such measures as the improvement and control of markets of all kinds, 
the maintenance of proper standards and all measures designed to 
maintain and increase the consumption of jute at home and abroad. 

As one example of this type of measure, I may cite the case of the 
enquiry into the working of the futures markets recently conducted by 
Professor Todd, who I hope will shortly return to Calcutta to resume 
where he left off. The total estimated expenditure on all the measured, 
including regulation, which we are undertaking or are about to under- 
take during the current year amounts to about Rs. 37} lakhs. 

So much for the uses to which it is intended to put the money to 
be raised by means of this Bill. I>et me pass now to the question of 
the incidence of this taxation. 

As I have stated alcove, I feel satisfied after taking expert advice 
from economists of unimpeachable reputation that it is wholly iflbomci 
to say that this taxation will fall on the grower either entirely or to an f 
measurable extent. This is not only in essence but in fact a Sales 
Tax, which is notoriously borne by the consumer. This matter haa 
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been thrashed out fully on the floor of the House on the last occasion 
in connection with my general Sales Tax Bill. It was never suggested 
that the producers would be affected by the tax at all but the consumers, 
and partly the traders, who under certain circumstances may not be 
able to pass the tax on to the consumers, I do not deny that in certain 
circumstances under certain very exceptional circumstances, the 
producer, namely, the jute-grower in this instance may have to bear 
a portion of the tax, but those circumstances can only arise if the supply 
was overwhelming and the demand very small. Those circumstances 
cannot now arise with the system of regulation of production which 
we have adopted, where supply and demand will he kept in reasonable 
proximation. Should our estimates fail at any moment, should owing 
to unforeseen circumstances, there may he no demand at all from any 
part of the globe.either for jute or for the manufactured commodity, 
which we could not have foreseen, we shall have to meet the situation 
if it ever arises — frankly I must say that this is beyond my conception — 
w<? shall have to meet that situation by measures for helping grower*? 
over specially difficult periods by advances or subsidies. 

If we leave out of account such very exceptional circumstances, I 
think it can fairly he said that this tax will he distributed amongst all 
the persons participating in this industry. At times of keen demand 
or rise in price it is most unlikely that any part of this burden will 
fall on the producer. In normal times, the incidence of the tax would 
be shared by the several persons participating in the industry. Jute 
passes through many hands from producer to consumer. 

The spread of price from former to latter is considerable. To assume 
or assert that at each and every sale on this system, the whole burden 
will and can he passed back until it rests with the producer only is to 
ignore plain economic facts. Given the fundamental condition, which 
by continued regulation we are determined to ensure in future, that 
demand and supply all kept in reasonably close accord, competitive 
buying in the market will prevent the producer from being saddled 
with any but an infinitesimal part of it, and perhaps not at all. There 
is ample room within the spread of price between grower and consumer 
for the absorption of this small tax without injury to any interest 
involved. Uhder present conditions, I think it may be fairly asserted 
as an economic truth that the tax will be borne wholly by the consumer. 
The present high prices of jute goods are in no way due to the prevail- 
ing price of jute. 

The margin is considerable indeed, so considerable that we feel that 
there are flaws in the present organisation, that there is wastage some- 
where, *which permits prices of jute goods to rise to dangerous levels 
that have no connection at all with what is paid for the raw material. 
If this small tax gives some added incentive to remove these flaws %nd 
stop that wastage, it would have served an excellent purpose qnite apart 
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from the primary purpose for which it was designed, viz., to provide 
funds to enable Government to carry out those measures which ar$ 
essential to the improvement of the conditions of the growers, to regula- 
tion, better marketing and better understanding of the part which they 
must play as the producer of the province’s most important agricultural 
commodity. I have seen it mentioned in some financial papers that in 
the imposition of this tax, I am unmindful of the fact that jute goods 
must be cheap goods in order to compete in world’s market with many 
substitutes. I wish to assure the House and business^ and commercial 
circles that I am fully alive to this fact. A tax of two annas per maund 
on raw jute will hardly have any effect on the price of the manufactured 
commodity and will not raise it beyond competitive levels. Under 
present circumstances, manufactured commodity is at a dangerous level 
irrespective of the tax, and when the gap between theViost of production 
and the price realized from the consumer is so considerable, it will have 
no effect at all. The question may arise if the tax was substantial, if 
the margin between the cost of production and the sum realized was 
inconsiderable or in other words, if the profit was unsubstantial and if 
at the same time, the cost of the manufactured commodity was so high 
that it permitted substitutes to take their place. I l>elieve that it is 
always in the power of the jute-mill owners and the commercial 
magnates to so adjust trade and business that the jute grower will get 
an adequate price for his jute, that the necessary middleman will earn 
his usual and minimum profit, that the mills will be able to sell at 
command prices, which will give them their profit and at the same time 
keep the price of manufactured goods at a competitive level. Under 
those circumstances, which are not beyond the powers of regulation, the 
entire tax can be passed on to the consumer of jute goods. The 
Indian Jute Mills Association have by combination proved to the world 
that they can fix their own prices by agreement, and they can so regulate 
the industry as to stabilize the trade if they are minded to do so. Under 
present conditions I am confident that the trade should easily bear a 
much larger tax. I have purposely kept it low so as to conform to our 
present expenditure and the immediate schemes in contemplation. 

As regards the actual design of the Bill members will remember 
that on the last occasion when Government were first considering the 
question of taxation of jute there was in operation an agreement with 
the Indian Jute Mills Association regarding minimum prices, one of 
the conditions of which was that Government would inform the mills 
beforehand of any taxation proposals. In compliance with this condi- 
tion the Indian Jute Mills Association were informed of the proposal 
to impose a tax on raw jute and were given a general idea *of the 
methods proposed. Tor their part the mills in reply stated that they 
h*&AO objection in principle to this method of taxation. They made 
certain suggestions regarding the points of collection and these 
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•uggestions have been incorporated in the provisions of the Bill. The 
**bther interests principally affected — the baled jute shippers were also 
informally consulted on matters of procedure and detail and their views 
have also been given due consideration. 

I mention those matters only to show that the Bill does not come 
without any previous warning to those trade interests who are most 
closely affected by its provisions. 

In fact, so far back as the Conference held in Delhi in December, 
1940, the trade generally has been well aware of our intentions. At 
that time, the question of Government having to purchase jute on a 
large scale to prevent a collapse of prices was one of immediate 
importance. 

The agreement reached at that Conference and the adoption by the 
mills of a considerable buying programme, which they substantially 
carried out, fortunately, relieved Government of the very considerable 
responsibility and risks of large scale purchase and the question therefore 
receded into the background. The necessity of imposing taxation to 
finance large scale purchases was avoided but it was accepted at the 
Conference with the approval of the Government of India, that taxation 
for the purpose of financing regulation and similar essential measures 
was thoroughly justified. 

I hope the House will agree with me that this taxation measure 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. If 
the Ilon’ble Minister takes so much time of the House I do not know 
what 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : This is a mat tor of vital 

importance. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, he has already taken 
more than 40 minutes. I do not grudge the time taken by him but 
let us have equal proportion of time in order to discuss this question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is always the case 

with my honourable friend on the other side. I would have finished in 
30 seconds. 

M* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Please rise above manuecript. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUM RA WARD Ys Sir, I hope the Bouse 
will agree with me that this taxation measure is necessary for the 
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benefit of the jute growers, and that I shall have the satisfaction of 
securing the unanimous approval of the House on a measure of such 
vital importance to the welfare of our people. 

I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI: Sir, I beg to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bengal Iiaw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. 

Sir, I have heard with rapt attention the speech delivered by the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister and though it appears that there are a number 
of loopholes in his speech it is couched in elegant phraseology. I know, 
Sir, the fate of my circulation motion. It appears that I have been 
selected as a member of the Select Committee. I shall be in a position 
to show these loopholes in the settings of the Select Committee. I shall 
have consultation with other members of the committee in order to see 
whether this Bill should be dropped or acted upon. 

Sir, with the advent of t lie so-called popular Government the general 
public thought of relief, relief from future taxation, but to their utter 
surprise, they were taxed in the past, they are going to be taxed now, 
and the Government have extended hope for future taxation also. Gov- 
ernment is bent on doing good to the people, but the people are crying 
to save them from t heir so-called friends, so-called Krishak darndts. 

From the head and tail of the Bill it will appear that the Govern- 
ment do not mean to tax the cultivators but they mean to tax the 
occupiers of the jute-mills and the shippers of jute. In the beginning 
it is stated in the Preamble: “A Bill to provide for the levy of a tax 
on raw jute purchased by the occupiers of jute-mills and by shippers of 
jute. Whereas it is expedient to provide for the levy of a tax on raw 
jute purchased by the occupiers of jute-mills and by shippers of jute 
for the purpose of carrying out measures for the stabilisation of jute 
prices and for furthering the interests of the growers of jute in the 
Province.” 

Now, Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Keasons it is stated: 
“For practical reasons and for administrative convenience it is proposed 
to tax only what may be called the ‘final’ transaction. That is to say, 
to impose and collect the tax at the stage where — 

{a) it is delivered to a jute-mill to be used in the manufacture of 
jute goods, or 

( b ) it is delivered to the shipper in the form of ‘pucca” bales for 
supply to consumers overseas. In such case it is more 
convenient to collect the tax from the final purchaser in 
Bengal, i.e., the jute-mill owner or the shipper, and it is 
also easier to detect and prevent evasions of the tax at these 
two points. The Bill is accordingly designed to provide for 
this” 
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Sir, this is nothing but an attempt to deceive the cultivator. If 2 
annas tax is levied on raw jute purchased by the occupiers of jute-milk 
and by the shippers of jute they will purchase jute at 2 annas less if 
not more. In our experience in the past we are convinced that on the 
pretext of raw jute tax the f arias, the mill owners and the middlemen 
in jute business will purchase jute at a much lower price. The object 
of the Bill, as it appears from the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
runs thus: “In order to finance the carrying out of measures for the 
stabilisation of jute prices, the improvement of marketing and generally 
to further the interests of the jute-growers of the province and of the 
industry as a whole, considerable sums of money are required which 
Cannot be found out of ordinary revenues.” The object of the Bill is 
to provide funds lor these purposes and it is intended to earmark the 
proceeds of this^ax for such expenditure. On this point in the past the 
Hon’ble finance Minister did not assign any reason for taxation, nor did 
he say for what purpose the money would be spent. This time the 
Hon ble Finance Minister has given reason for taxation and he is specific 
that the money will be spent for the welfare of jute growers and for 
regulating the jute business. 

What do the Government mean by the word “stabilization ” Y Stabi- 
lization does not mean increase of price of jute. 1 was a member of 
the Jute Enquiry Committee and the majority members recommended 
a scheme tor restriction, regulation and marketing of jute, for raising 
the price of jute, and also they recommended to fix the minimum price. 
These four ingredients must go hand in hand to raise the price of jute. 
But the Government do not intend to take recourse to it but only in the 
name of stabilization of price of jute want to raise a huge sum. Piece- 
meal legislation will do no good to the jute growers. 

Whenever a tax is levied it is levied on all, irrespective of class or 
creed. But in this ease the burden will be exclusively borne by the 
jute growers. I cannot understand why for the purpose of stabiliza- 
tion of price of jute tbe cultivators alone will be taxed. I think that 
the tfhole Bengal should contribute for this purpose. 

In my opinion no tax is necessary if the Government is really bent 
on the object as enunciated in the Bill. Economy will be sufficient to 
solve the problem. I believe, by this time, Government is aware of the 
miseries of the people. They are on the verge of starvation. The salary 
of Government officials is sufficiently fat to allow a cut of 25 per cent, 
for the time being. When better days come they may put in their 
claim for compensation. Be that as it may, the Hon 'ble Minister may 
be right and I may be wrong or I may be right and the Hon’ble Minister 
may%e wrong. Before we actually levy a tax on jute the opinion of 
the country should be taken. Our Government is said to be popular 
Government. They should not levy any tax against the will gf the 
public. 
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Lastly, I appeal to the members from North Bengal and East Bengal 
to see that the Bill be not referred to the Select Committee but be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion by 31st March, 
1042. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to speak 
on the motion for circulation of the Bill. In doing so, I shall briefly 
survey the policy of the Government and its attitude towards the 
problem of jute and its grower. I have heard with rapt attention the 
long speech which the Hon’ble Minister in charge has inflicted on the 
House, a speech which is only a catalogue of what he desires to do 
but not how it should be done. I have heard his speech with attention 
and I may say perhaps without any fear of criticism or contradiction 
that we have not been vouchsafed with any clear formulation of the 
policy of Government with regard to this golden fibre of the province. 
From the moment, the present Ministry took up the reins of Govern- 
ment and even before that during the election campaign we have been 
overwhelmed with effusions of solicitude for the ill-fed, ill-clad and 
ignorant multitude of jute growers of the province, the man behind the 
plough, the man in the factories and workshops, the man who by the 
sweat of his brow is scarcely able to make his two ends meet, but I am 
constrained to observe that their professions of sympathy and their 
anxiety for the unfortunate people of this province have been only 
lip deep and have not manifested themselves in any legislation for 
their real benefit. The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1938, of 
which so much capital has been made by the present Ministry, if it 
has done anything, has succeeded in creating new landed proprietors, 
a new class of bourgeoisie, who will go on merrily oppressing the 
tenants under them, and has completely ignored the rights and interests 
of the actual tillers of the soil. 

Thl Hoo'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! I do not see the relevancy 
of your point. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERdEE. Are you not following? You 
will presently come to realise it — have a little patience. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I did not want to rise on 
a point of order because the flow of eloquence is so perfect that I do* 
not want to interrupt the honourable member. But the point of order 
merely is: on this question of Raw Jute Taxation Bill, do all the 
legislative enactments of this Ministry come under review? « 

HtuM ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: They are only a catalogue of 
your misdeeds 1 
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Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANER4EE: Sir, the present Government 
had also suspended enhancements of rent and with a great flourish, 
appointed a Rent Reduction Committee to enquire into the incidence of 
rent in the province and make recommendations regarding its reduction 
but about whose deliberations, even after the lapse of three long years, 
we have yet to know from the Government. Thanks again to the results 
of the Bengal Money-lenders and the Agricultural Debtors (Amend- 
ment) Acts, all sources of credit have been dried up without Govern- 
ment having furnished other sources of credit in their stead. The 
Government enacted a legislation which aimed at regulating the 
production of jute apparently with a view to raise its price but which 
failed in attaining the object owing perhaps to the unwillingness or 
shall I say inability on the part of the Government to tackle the jute 
problem in its entirety. Had the Government been wise, had it the 
foresight and imagination and courage to tackle the problems from 
the point where it is grown to the point where it is manufactured into 
finished products, by eliminating the successive series of middle-men, 
who deprive the jute growers ot their legitimate dues and not tinkered 
and played with it as they have been doing by these piecemeal measures, 
the problem of the price of jute and with it the problem of increasing 
the purchasing power of jute growers would have been solved and the 
face of Bengal would have been smiling and she would have been 
long ago on the way to peace, prosperity, happiness and progress. In 
this background, Sir, we have to judge the Bengal Raw Jute Taxation 
Bill. 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons, it is said that “ in order 
to finance the carrying out of measures for the stabilisation of jute 
prices, the improvement of marketing and generally to further the 
interests of the jute growers of the province and of the industry as a 
whole, considerable sums of money are required w’hich cannot be found 
out of ordinary revenues. The object of this Bill is to provide funds 
for these purposes and it is intended to earmurk the proceeds of this 
tax for.such expenditure". 

Sir, I must frankly admit that I cannot congratulate the Ilon'ble 
Minister in charge on the impossible task that he has set upon himself 
of reconciling the interests of the jute growers with those of the 
industry as a whole. I ask him in all seriousness and with all the 
emphasis that I can command, does he really want us to blow hot and 
cold in the same breath with him? Does he want us to believe that 
the lamb will lie safely with the lion in the same den? I am sure he 
will agree with me that the interests of jute growers and the industry 
are irreconcilable. They have nothing in common; their interest are 
diametrically opposite. A ceaseless struggle must go on betw’een them 
till the jute growers with their allies the workers in the jute industry 
will be in a position to socialise the industry as a whole for the benefit 
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ot the proTince and not for the benefit of the privileged flew — (The 
Hon’ble Mr. B. S. Stthrawa»I)Y : Impossible!) — I can understand, 
Sir, the anxiety of the Hon'ble the Minister to continue to secure the 
favour of his white masters, the members of the European group, and 
to protect himself from the frowns of the jute growers who are, in 
the last resort, the arbiter of the destiny of the Ministry. But he has 
to choose, here and now, between the favours of the British exploiters 
and the frowns of the exploited, his own kith and kin, the bone of his 
bone and the flesh of his flesh. Apart from these general considera- 
tions and without going into the question of incidence of this taxation, 
a question which is not free from doubts and difficulties, I am happy 
to say that the Minister in charge has at laRt accepted the suggestion 
of my honourable friend to the left, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, who 
in his Jute Bill of 1937 incorporated some such sttheme of taxation 
on jute industry; but I am sorry the Minister in charge had not the 
courtesy to acknowledge it. Sir, the importance of jute in the economy 
■of this province cannot be overestimated. Jute is its only money-crop 
and on its proper price will depend the future welfare and prosperity of 
its people. In order to improve the holding power of jute growers, in 
■order to improve their marketing facilities, in order to increase the price 
of jute, the only scheme feasible is to set up co-operative marketing 
organisations, but here, I think, I will be confronted by saying that 
co-operative jute sale societies were started in Bengal, but failed. 
May I, Sir, point out to you from the little knowledge that I possess 
of those institutions that their failure was mainly due to the sabotage 
of the British interests in jute here and at Dundee; it was due to their 
subtle intervention that the jute sale societies came to grief. We are 
apprehensive of their attitude in this regard and we have serious 
misgivings as to how they will react to this measure this time. Let 
us hope that the present Ministry will rise equal to the occasion and 
not succumb to the sinister influences, as they have often done in the 
past, and machinations of the European Group. 

Before I conclude, Sir, I must thank the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
for at least giving us a catalogue of what he intends to do. I would 
have been more thankful if he could lay all his cards on the table, 
a full scheme as to how the income of the jute growers has to be 
increased and of the measures to be adopted by the Government lor 
securing this end; and in this connection Iwould refer the Hon’ble 
Minister to the scheme which had been sponsored by mv honourable 
friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, the scheme which had received the 
support of the Coalition members of the Jute Enquiry Committee and 
had been incorporated in its majority report, the scheme, which if the 
Government be really sincere in their professions, they will do well to 
implement. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion for circulation. 
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Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the 
ordinary course, under ordinary circumstances we have often welcomed 
this measure. Even now we are prepared to accept this measure if 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge fixes the minimum price of jute. Sir, 
our experience tells us. and that very clearly, that ultimately the 
producer will be affected. In explaining the incidence the Hon’ble 
Minister has only said that he has taken expert advice from economists. 
He has said that if the demand is great, then there is nothing to be 
afraid of, but he has said that there may be a danger. We know of 
the amusement tax ; no owners of cinemas and theatres pay the tax 
but only the ordinary cinema-goers pay the tax. In his lengthy 
speech the Hon'ble Minister in charge refers to the sales lax. Sir, the 
sales tax is not^yet in force but what is the condition of the poor 
peasants in the mufussaly I can sav, Sir, from my personal experience 
that big shop-keepers of the mufassal are raising the sales tax from 
now; I can tell you that as a result a piece of dhoti worth lie. 1 is 
selling at Rs. 1-4 in the mufassal. Sir, there are various methods to 
deceive the poor agriculturists of Bengal. We know how the jute- 
mill owners or the shippers will be able to entry through. Sir, one 
particular section is a very doubtful section. In section 21 of the Bill 
the Hon’ble Minister proposes that “the Provincial Government may, by 
rules made in this behalf, exempt any person or class of persons from 
all or any of the provisions of this Act.” We do not know who are 
this class of persons and whether there has been any underhand arrange- 
ment with any such class of persons. We know, Sir, if the amount 
of sales tax, say, 40 lakhs of rupees, is set apart to safeguard the interest 
of the cultivators, that is no doubt a very nice proposal. The Hon’ble 
Minister in his speech has admitted that for licensing and checking 
the jute regulation Government had spent an amount of more or less 
14 Jakhs of rupees last year. Sir, I can assure this House, and the 
members opposite will perhaps agree with me, that if that is the 
expenditure from the public exchequer, I can say without any fear of 
contradiction that the poor cultivators of Bengal had spent another 
14 lakhs of rupees for these unscrupulous employees under the Jute 
Regulation Act. Even now the process of exaction from the agricul- 
turists is going on. I had been in some districts when checking was 
in progress and I saw myself how money is exacted from the poor 
agriculturists by some employees under that department — I mean the 
Jute Regulation Department. The proposal of taxing the ultimate 
consumer is a laudable proposal, but, Sir, we have gTave doubts that 
Government will take a serious step to prevent any depletion of the 
price 8f jute in the long run. Sir, I know how many hands are changed 
in the process of purchase of jute from ordinary broker of the mufassal 
to the big brokers of Calcutta. Sir, it will be for all practical pufftoses 
impossible for the Government to control those hands that are now 
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engaged in dealing with the purchase of jute. Ultimately the poor 
producers of jute will be affected. There are other avenues where 
Government can easily tax and raise this small amount of 50 lakhs of 
rupees or less. 

Sir, the view of the party I belong to is that there must be taxation 
for the benefit or to safeguard the interests of the cultivators of Bengal* 
but, Sir, we are convinced that this measure will not benefit the culti- 
vators of Bengal. My friend the previous speaker while speaking 
referred to the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act and the Money-lenders 
Act. Sir, to speak the plain truth what is the net result of these two 
measures passed by this Government? Not a single member of the 
party opposite will disagree with me when I say that the net result of 
these two Acts is that agriculturists are selling their holdings; they are 
gradually becoming landless labourers for want of money. They do 
not get any money from the money-lenders now. The credit has 
entirely dried up and at the time of sowing they do not get any money. 
I know, Sir, particularly in my district possibly 20 to 25 per cent, of 
the agriculturists have been compelled to sell their entire land to the 
mahajans for immediate need of money. There is no arrangement by 
this Government to save the cultivators by advancing money to the agri- 
culturists. If this Government had any imagination they ought to have 
arranged for money to be advanced to the agriculturists either through 
Land Mortgage Banks or other systems of advancing money. The 
money that has been advanced through the co-operative societies is 
totally inadequate and we know, Sir. the working of the Provincial 
Bank of the co-operative societies and I am afraid in no time it will 
go to liquidation. Therefore, we have every reason to believe that the 
agriculturists will not be profited by this measure; rather they will he 
very much affected by it. 


With these words, Sir, I support the circulation motion. 


Mr. SURiNDRA NATH BISWA8: Mr Speaker, Sir, I whole- 
heartedly support the motion for circulation of this Bill. I would not 
have whole-heartedly supported it but I do so merely for the reason 
that the Hon’ble Minister who has moved this Bill has himself 
admitted that he had consulted the mills before he considered the pro- 
posal of bringing this Bill before the House. As be has consulted the 
mills, I think I shall be right and it will be a pertinent demand on 
my part to ask the Hon’ble Minister to circulate the Bill to the jute 
growers who produce this crop and on whom the tax will, at least to 
some extent, be passed on by the jute mills, as has been admitted by 
the Hon’ble Minister himself. 

Now, Sir, the jute mills have agreed to this tax being impoaed. I 
know why they have agreed. The reason is that this tax will not affect 
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them in the least. During the last year Government came to an agree- 
ment with the mills that the mills would purchase jute at a price not 
less than Rs. 6 per inaund. This was in July. In December that 
agreement was changed and the mills agreed not to purchase jute at a 
price below Rs. 7 for bottom. But I may tell the House that at the 
time of purchase the mills refused to purchase bottoms at the agreed 
price. The mills said that the bottom available, in the market was not 
the real bottom and so they refused to purchase the bottom at the price 
in accordance with the agreement. The result was that the bottom was 
sold for a mere song. Now, Sir, 1 feel that the mills will again come 
to an agreement with the Government this year by fixing the minimum 
price at, say, R.s. 5 or Rs. (>, so that more than It) times that 2 annas 
tax will be passed on to the jute grower. The other side of the picture 
is that miljs agreed to purchase at a price not below Us. (5 or Rs. 7 
during the last year, hut the minimum price at which the jute grower 
could sell his jute was not fixed. The mills which generally purchase 
from the trader gave that minimum price of Rs. (J or Rs. 7 to the 
trader, hut Government did not consider what price the trader would 
offer to the jute grower The traders might at their pleasure offer Rs. 2 
or Rs. *] or Rs. 4 to the jute grower. The interests of the jute growers 
did not attract the attention of the IIoiTble Minister. The lion ’hie 
Minister was satisfied by simph coming to an agreement with the mills, 
hut the trader could offer any price to the jute grower, much less than 
Rs. 6 or Rs. 7. That was the reason why the price of the last year’s 
crop fell down lo Rs. 2 or Rs. 2-4 per maund. If the mills cun thus 
keep down the price, how are they going to be affected by the tax Y 

Sir, there is another thing to he considered along with the fact that 
the mills have agreed to this taxation. 1 may tell this House that for 
the last three years there were three grades of jute — top, middle and 
bottom, but this year the mills have introduced another grade which 
is called cross-bottom — that is a quality which is below bottom, so 
that when the mills will come to an agreement with the Government 
this year about the minimum price, they will say that they will pur- 
chase cross-bottom not below, say, Rs. .‘1 or Rs. 4. So the members 
may imagine how many times this 2 annas tax will be passed on to the 
jute grower unless Government come to the rescue of the jute grower. 


Now, Sir, when I first saw this Bill I thought of congratulating 
the Hon’ble Minister at least for the courage he was showing by going 
to tax the mills. I made repeated requests in this House to make 
deficiency payments to the jute grower at the time when jute price fell 
down by taxing the mills, but Government did not pay any attention 
to my* request. I pointed out to the Hon'ble Minister as well as to the 
members of the House that similar defb c ucy payments under similar 
circumstances were made to the agriculturists by the Government of* the 
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United Kingdom and the Government of America by taxing the mills. 
The wheat mills of the United Kingdom and the cotton processors of 
America were taxed and deficiency payments were made to the wheat 
growers and cotton growers respectively out of the money derived from 
that taxation. But the Government of Bengal did not listen to me. 
However, I am very glad that the Hon’ble Minister has come with a 
proposal to tax the mills, although I know that for some years this 
tax will be passed on to the jute grower. But I am sure that the 
Ministry will have to change their attitude towards the jute grower 
and will have to devise measures by which this tax will be utilised to 
give the jute grower a better price. The present Ministry have so long 
overlooked the interests of the jute grower and looked more to the 
interests of the jute mills than to those of the jute grower. That is 
why the present Government have not yet initiated proper measures for 
increasing the prices of jute. But the time is fast coming when they 
will have to change their attitude. 

Sir, I may tell the Hon’ble Minister and the members of the House 
one fact, namely, that while we members of the Jute Committee were 
making tours all over the province, we advocated the policy of com- 
pulsory regulation of production and the jute growers agreed thereto 
only on one condition that along with the regulation of production the 
price of jute must be increased. 

The Hon’ble Minister should take note ot the fact that last year the 
price fell down to an abnormal depth and 1 am afraid prices will fall 
down to an abnormal depth this year also. The price can be increased 
only by a legal measure; otherwise, I am afraid, the price will not rise. 
For the present the price is high no doubt. Why? Because the jute 
mills want a little quantity of new crop to be mixed up with old crop 
for manufacturing their hessians and other jute products, but the pro- 
duction of the new crop as available in the market is very small and 
that is why the price has gone high. But within one month the new 
crop will come in abundance in the market and the price is sure to fall 
down. I warn the Hon’ble Minister beforehand that he must take 
adequate steps to see that the price does not fall down. If the price 
falls down, the jute growers will not at ide by the law for regulating 
the production of jute and there will be a revolution. 

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has said in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons that this tax will be earmarked for three objects, 
firstly for the stabilisation of jute price, secondly for the improvement 
of marketing jute, and thirdly to further the interests of the jute growers 
of the province and of the industry as a whole. Now, tlv* words 
“stabilisation of the jute prices’’ are very vague and indefinite. Does 
he mean fixation of the price of jute? I think he does not mean that. 
Sad he meant that he should have simultaneously brought up all the 
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four measures that were recommended by the Bengal Jute Enquiry 
Committee? Government cannot fix the minimum price unless and 
until the holding power of the jute grower is sufficiently increased. 
That can be done only by making arrangement for financing the jute 
grower. Sir, the Finlow Committee, of which you were a member, 
recommended that some financing arrangement -.ought to be made, so 
that the jute growers might be able to stock their jute in bonded ware- 
houses and to get advances against stocked jute and thus their holding 
power might be increased. Our Committee also recommended the set- 
ting up of some organisation to finance the stocking of jute in bonded 
warehouses or to sell the entire output of jute on behalf of the jute 
growers. Where is the measure for that purpose? The Hon’ble 
Minister has said # that he has got no distinct measure in view for that 
purpose. Then again lie says that he is going to improve the marketing 
of jute with the help ot this tax. May I ask, how? Sir, for the pur- 
pose of marketing, a Hill is coming before the House, namely, Bengal 
Markets Regulation Bill. In that Bill 1 am sorry 1 do not find any 
provision for having a regulated market with warehouses, nor do I 
find any provision so that the jute grower could stork his jute therein 
to get advances. The price ot jute might be controlled in that way. 
Blit there is no such provision in that Bill. No other measure to 
achieve that object has been brought by the Government and the 
Hon'ble Minister himself has admitted that there is no such measure 
in his view. He is simply out to make the experiments — experiments 
with what? He is merely leaving the jute growers to the mercy of the 
law ot supply and demand. He seems to be content with the regulation 
of production only and after doing that he will leave the jute growers 
to the mercy of the law of supply and demand. I have pointed out 
many a time in t hi-. House that mere regulation of production will not 
ensure better price to t lie jute growers. In the year 1938 when the 
crop was reduced to To per cent, ot its normal production, in that year 
also tly? jute price fell down. Why? Because the price policy has 
been and is being manipulated by the jute mills. It is they who 
dictate the price, the jute growers cannot. They are forced to sell their 
jute as soon as it is fit for the market and that is the reason why they 
cannot dictate the price. It is the mills who purchase jute and dictate 
the price. So long as the price policy will be controlled by the mills, 
no power on earth can increase the price of jute. 1 have repeatedly 
requested Government to take away the price policy from the hands of 
the purchasers to the hands of Government and exercise their policy 
through a statutory body. That was demanded in my Jute Bill in 
1937/ Snd that was again demanded in the Jute Enquiry Committee 
Report which has been submitted to Government in 1939 under the 
signature of 19 non-official members of whom 15 belong to the Coalftion 
Party. All of them joined us in that demand. But the Government 



150 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


[30th JuiSr, 


has taken no notice thereof. Sir, I want to impress upon the minds 
of the Hon’ble Minister and the members opposite that you cannot con- 
tinue the regulation of production unless you can make the jute growers 
feel that by such regulation the price has been increased. You cannot 
increase the price of jute until the price policy is controlled by Govern- 
ment on behalf of the jute growers. Government in controlling that 
policy must have regulated markets all over the province with bonded 
warehouses and the jute growers shall be enabled to stock their jute in 
warehouses and to get advances against their stocked jute. Govern- 
ment shall also arrange for an organisation which will sell that jute on 
behalf of the jute growers and will thus dictate the price. I have 
already submitted a scheme for that purpose. Finance is • certainly 
necessary to work out that scheme. I suggested in my scheme that 
four annas per maund as cost might be realised froni the jute growers 
who would deposit their jute in the bonded warehouse. Instead of 
giving effect to that scheme the Hon’ble Minister is going to tax the 
raw jute, when it will be purchased and exported. However, I wel- 
come the taxation, but 1 warn the Hon’ble Minister, that if this money 
is spent for any purpose othei than financing the aforesaid scheme and 
thus ensuring better and higher price of jute to its growers, his adminis- 
tration of tin* policy of regulation of production will fail and he will be 
faced with u revolution next year. 

Another point is — the Hon ’ole Minister has said that he lequires 
about Its. 40 lakhs for meeting the costs of regulation of production, 
which, lie suggests, is a step towards the stabilization of the price of 
jute. Min 1 ask him— what has he done with Rs. crores which the 
present Government dining the last tour years have got as contribu- 
tion from the Central Government out of customs duty What has he 
done with UiaU' lias he spent a single cou'ri out of that money for 
stabilising the price ot jilted It any money is required for continuing 
the regulation of production, the expenses for that purpose should be 
incurred out of the sum of Rs. ’J crores and several lakhs wdijch the 
Government get as contribution annually from the Central Govern- 
ment. No money out ot this tux should he spent for regulation of 
produet ion. My friend the Hon’hle Mr. Tamizuddin Khan is not here 
to-day. He could hear me out that we wanted regulation to be done 
through the union hoards with the help of inspecting organisations 
which would cost Government only a few thousand rupees, not even 
one lakh; hut instead of that, the Hon'ble Finance Minister in collusion 
w'ith the then Director of I^and Records adumbrated the present 
scheme of regulation of production and has involved the Bengal 
Exchequer with a cost to the tune of Rs. 60 lakhs. (Mr. J&saniu 
Skkiiar Sanyal : Scandalous.) In any case, whatever amount is 
required for the regulation of production of jute and for any other 
purpose excepting financing an organisation for selling jute on behalf 
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-of the jute growers, should be met out of the provincial revenue to 
'which the Central Government contribute about Rs. 2 crores 62 lakhs 
every year. If the HoiPble Minister holds a different view, he should 
circulate this Bill amongst the jute growers who will be admittedly 
affected by the tax proposed therein. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of the European 
Party I support the motion for reference of the Bengal Raw Jute Taxa- 
tion Bill to a Select Committee. 

In the Statement of Objects and Reasons — and in the Preamble — we 
are informed that the intention of this Bill is to raise and earmark 
funds for “carrying out measures for the stabilisation of jute prices, 
the improvement of marketing, and generally to further the interests 
of the jute growers of the province and of the industry as a whole”. 
These are admirable aims and nobody who has any knowledge of the 
economic structure of Bengal will deny their urgency and importance. 

We agree with the Hon' bit* Minister that predominant among the 
measures which iimM be adopted in order to stabilise the price of an 
agricultural commodity such as jute is the effective regulation of its 
supply to demand, and my Party support in principle Government's 
jute regulation policy, and have no objection to taxation levied to 
finance this policy. 

The llon’ble Minister lias just stated that the measures contemplated 
in addition to jute regulation are improvement of conditions of market- 
ing, improvement of the economic conditions of the jute grower, 
improvement ot the industry from the grower to the manufacturer. We 
would like to see the monev specifically earmarked in the Bill for these 
objects. 

My party, Sir, would in particular welcome an assurance from 
Government that it js not their intention to devote funds realised from 
this tax for the purchase ot jute, except after careful consideration of 
the resequences involved, and after full consultation with the industry. 

It is the considered opinion of my Party that stable jute prices are 
impossible so long as fatka continues to function in its present form 
for this market, through its gambling operations, encourages and pro- 
motes unnecessary and uneconomic price fluctuations. Strangely 
enough, such operations are apparently to Ik* permitted to continue 
untaxed, alhough genuine trading interests, such as mills and shippers 
of jute, are tailed on to pay a tax. This in our view is definite 
discrimination in favour of fatka operators for which we can see no 
possible justification, and we should like to know if Government pro- 
pose either to tax such operations or, alternatively, to close down the 
fatka market which has been severely condemned many times og the 
floor of this House by all parties. 
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Turning to thte provisions of the Bill, my Party take strong excep- 
tion to clause 4 whereby jute mills in Bengal — all of which come 
under the provisions of the Factories Act — are required to register on 
payment of a fee. We would ask Government to state what necessity 
there is for requiring all jute mills to register since particulars of all 
jute mills are made available annually under the Factories Act. 

Moreover, Sir, I think the House will agree that it is somewhat 
anomalous for tax collectors to be asked to pay for the privilege of 
acting as such. Under this clause also Government propose to give 
themselves the power to withhold or cancel the registration of jute 
mills. Such power in our opinion, might well operate in restraint of 
trade and, in any case, is outside the scope of a taxation measure and 
we oppose it. 

I would draw particular attention to sub-clause (^) of clause 4 which 
provides that no new jute m^l shall be established without the previous 
sanction of Government. It would be interesting to know the reasons 
for this astonishing provision which is surely quite outside the scope 
of a taxation measure. 

There are other points in the Bill which, we consider, need modifica- 
tion, and these we shall raise in Select Committee. 

Sir, I support the Mon’ble Minister's motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 am grateful to all 
sections of the House for the support that they have given to this taxa- 
tion measure because in the apparent objections that have been raised 
I find a substratum of support which probably every one in the House 
has appreciated. I know that Mr. Shahedali and his party cannot let 
this splendid opportunity to pass without putting themselves forward 
as the guardians of jute growers and agriculturists and misrepresenting 
this measure before them. Actually Mr. Shahedali does agree that this 
taxation measure, if the proceeds are properly spent, that is tp say, 
spent for the benefit of the jute growers, is a measure that should be 
supported by all persons who have the interests of the people at heart. 

I think that Mr. Shahedali also raised the question fixation of 
minimum price for jute as being an adjunct of this tax,* Bir, although 
it would be somewhat irrelevant, so far as the taxation proposals 
are concerned, I would like to say a few words 
regarding my personal views on this question. Fixation of 
minimum price for jute was absolutely impossible as long as the sowings 
of jute were unregulated. But it is now within the province of practical 
politics after we have gone in for regulation, but before we take up the 
question of fixation of minimum price there are various other matters 
Ivhlch we shall have to consider, which will have to be straightened out. 
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Fur insta — , members parrot-like always repeat* in season, and 

out of season “let a minimum price of jute be fixed”. Minimum price 
of what — of what grade of jute? As soon as you fix the minimum price 
of a grade, you can be certain that the best quality or good quality jute 
will be sold for this minimum price and there will be no incentive on 
the part of the jute growers to grow better quality jute. I may give 
you an example which was pointed out to me by a gentleman associated 
with the ganja cultivation. Honourably members who are probably 
aware or who have some personal knowledge regarding ganja matters 
may support the statement made by the gentleman. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: We are not aware of 
anything about gayja. 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY! What he stated was that 
formerly the market wan a tree market. Ganja was sold in the free 
market and the cultivator took adequate steps to cultivate good quality 
ganja , because they got a better juice. After the Society was formed 
and they fixed a minimum price which paid the gangi cultivator for all 
his efforts and brought in money even when he produced bad quality 
ganja, they gave up the production of good quality ganja altogether. 
That is a point which may well aiise in respect of jute. There is this 
danger that if you fix a minimum price for low quality jute only, and 
it will pay the cultivator to grow low quality jute, he will give ujj nil 
efforts to produce good quality jute. I do not say that a minimum 
juice cannot be fixed, but it will have to la* fixed for several grades. 
For this jute will first have to be standardised . It will have to be 
graded. We shall have to lune experts to deteimine the grade in 
which a particular quality falls, and on that basis a minimum price may 
l>e fixed, demanded and paid. In order to do that there are many step* 
necessary and we propose taking those steps which may either ultimately 
enable fis to fix minimum prices, or may so organise the growers and 
the industry generally as to do awu\ with the necessity for the fixation 
of minimum prices. For instance, if we educate the growers, if we 
induce thep^Eo combine and pool their resources together, it we put 
up warehouse's/ if we give them advances and if we can have their jute 
graded and sold at best markets, then these jute growers will get an 
adequate price for their jute without having to resort to such extreme 
measures as the fixation of minimum jjriee or the purchase of jute by 
Government, whic^ is certainly an extreme measure which no Govern- 
ment ca* take up lightly. There was a time when, if the jute mills had 
not come to an agreement with us in Delhi, I would have gone in for 
purchase of jute on behalf of Government regardless of risks. That 
would have been an extreme measure which those extreme conditions 
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would have necessitated. But I may say that it is a step which the 
Government will be most reluctant to take and Government will explore 
all avenues before it embarks on such a step. 

Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy has cited a very unfortunate illustra- 
tion, viz., that the cinema-goer has had to pay the amusement tax. 
The cinema-owner has passed on the tax to the cinema-goer and the 
parallel is exactly the same^thing here. The cinema-goer is in the 
position of a consumer while the cinema-owner is in the position of a 
producer and if the cinema-goer has had to bear the tax and the parallel 
stands, then it is equivalent to this that my friend supports me in my 
contention that generally speaking it will be the consumer that will bear 
the tax. 

I ask the honourable members to realise that there is a considerable 
gap between the prices of the producer and the ultimate consumer. 
There are so many persons engaged in this industry and there is such a 
wide gap between the prices and at the same time each one is so com- 
peting in his own grade that they must share the tax among themselves, 
and it will be well nigh impossible to pass on the tax to the producer. 
Mr. Rurendra Nath Biswas said that he would not have supported the 
motion for circulation whole-heartedly if we had not consulted the 
mills; T can assure my honourable friend that I did not consult the 
mills as to whether T would impose or not impose the tax. I merely 
consulted the mills on the technique of the taxation and how best it can 
be collected without any expenditure to Government and how we can 
easily get the money. And therp not only have I consulted the mills 
but I have consulted jute balers as well, and the result of it is that 
initially they will have to pay the tax. 

Sir, I do not think it is necessary for me to meet the other points 
that have been raised which are really outside the purview' of this Bill. 
They deal wdth the grades for this year, jute prices and so on. I hope 
the European Group are satisfied with what I have said regarding the 
purchase of jute. I do not say the time may not arrive — I do not want 
to threaten my honourable friends, but if they are wuse they will under- 
stand that occasions may arise when Government may be compelled to 
purchase jute. But to say that this measly tax which is going to bring 
in only 50 lakhs of rupees can be utilised for the purchase of jute 
shows a complete lack of comprehension of the problem of jute purchase. 
We would need crores and crores of rupees for that purpose, and I can 
give this assurance not only to my honourable friends over there but 
to all the members of this House that I consider the purchased jute 
on behalf of this Government to be a very risky measure and I am 
^not prepared to embark upon it except after the fullest consideration 
and after creating a satisfactory organisation for the purpose. 
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Now, Sir, Mr. Kennedy has also raised the question regarding the 
fatka operators. I believe he knows that there are two views on the 
subject, and it has been asserted on the floor of this House that if there 
was no futures market it would give such a free rope to the jute mflls 
to purchase jute at their own price that a market of this type is neces- 
sary to stabilise prices over a period. I agree that the fatka market, 
as it is constituted at the present moment, needs drastic changes and 
for that purpose we have had the benefit <bf the advice of Professor Todd 
who has certainly placed before us proposals which are of the utmost 
value to the trade. I hope that we shall have the benefit of his services 
once more. He has had to go back to England and he has been earnestly 
requested by us to return and take up the work at the point at which 
he left it. # 

As regards the tax on fatka operations, I ask Mr. Kennedy to 
consider this matter a little hit more carefully. I think if a tax is 
levied on fatka operations there is every danger that the operation will 
continue but will he driven underground and the evils will be accentu- 
ated. This is a matter which needs consideration. T am not prepared 
to say one way or the other whether it can or cannot he imposed. This 
I can only assure my honourable friend that T am so keen on taxation 
and on raising money for nation-building departments and enhancing, 
the credit of this province that if fatka operations can he satisfactorily 
taxed without any danger to jute growers or to the industry, T shall 
tax them. 

There are other minor points raised by Mr. Kennedy which can he 
considered during the Select Committee meetings. 1 need not deal 
with them here. Some points which he has raised are worthy of serious 
consideration, and I hope there will be no difficulty in adjusting them 
in the Select Committee. I hope I will have the coneunence of the 
House externally as I have had it internally. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali by way of amendment that the Bengal 
Raw Jflte Taxation Bill, 1041, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon, was then put and a division called. 

(As usual the division bell rang for about five minutes after which 
the motion was again put by Mr. Speaker in the following words;.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Raw Jute Taxation Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon. 

As, many as are in favour of the motion will say 14 Aye”. 

(There was a cry of “A ye” from the Opposition Benches.) 

And as many as are against it will say “No". 

(There was a cry of “No” from the Coalition Benches.) 
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I take it that the “Noes’* have it. 

(Pause.) 

The “Noes” have it. 

The motion of Mr. Sbahedali was declared lost. 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHED: Division, Sir. 

Mr, SPEAKER* You ought to have called for a division after I 
declared, “I take it that the ‘Noes’ have it’’ and when I paused before 
declaring the final result. * 


Mr, SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: In that case there are other 
motions, Sir, which I hope you will now put. t 

Mr, 8PEAKER: No. They are all included in the general motion 
that I had just put before you. 

The motion ot the Hon ’hie Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy that the Bengal 
Ilaw Jute luxation Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Committee con- 
sisting of — 


(1) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hushem Ali Khan, 

(3) Yusuf Mirza, 

(4) Mr. M. A. H. Ispahan!, 

(£) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman, 

(0) Mr. A bul Hosain Ahmed, 

(7) Mr. Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(8) Mr. I. G. Kennedy, 

(9) Mr. J. R. Walker, 

(10) Maulvi Mafizuddin Ahmed, 

(11) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, 

(12) Mr. Shahedali, 

(13) Mr. Ahdul Karim, and 

(14) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report by August 8, 1941, the number 
of members forming the quorum being five, was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 



AM# Malta, Hatal (Myrnm Maga) 
AMat Mata Mr. A. M. 


AYEA—103. 

AM# Kata, nr. 

AM# najM, natal (nyamwlaifc). 
AMal Mtjfttf, Mr. tyai (NataMO. 


nvnvii 


AM# WaMft KIM, nr. 
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A hitBa 1 Mthm st i , Mr. 

Ahdar Mm, Khaa l«M«r A. F. M. 

JMar Raashli Ma h m tai, Mr. 

INar Rmbasi, Maalvi Mi. 

MN«r Kaat, Klu« Bahaiar Maalvi I. (Hswrab). 
Ahiar Raat, KMa Babaiar Shah (Baagyar). 
Ahiar lent, Maahri. 

Ah its Mabaai, Maalvi Mi. 

AWiar Baca Obtwibary, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Ahal Naahiai, Maahri. 

AMI Naaala Ahmsi, Mr. 

Allah All. Mr. 

Ahaiai AH Eaayatyarl, Khaa Bahaiar Maatana. 
Ahaiai Mataia, Mr. 

AltaxaMia Ahaiai, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
AmJaatlah, Khaa laMh Maalvi. 

AahraNli, Mr. M. 

Aalai Maaaaia Khaa, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Athar All, Maalvi. 

Sairaiieja, Mr. lysi. 

Birkmyrs, Sir Msary, Bar^ 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Ral labia KkH Bbasaa. 

Bihar, Mr. Upaairaaalh. 

Farhai Rasa Ohawibary, Mr. M. 

Failal Has, ths Haa’bts Mr. A. K. 

Failal Qaaik, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 

Failar Rahaian, Mr. (Myaisntinfh). 

Blaiiteg, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Bataai Rahhaai Ahatamai, Maalvi. 

Brifltbs, Mr. 0. 

Byasaiiin Ahaisi Ohaaihary, Alhaij. 
Maitaiiia Chaaihari, Maalvi. 

Maaiiiaiila Ahaiai, Khan lahih. 
Masaaanaaiaa, Maalvi Mi. 

Mashaia Ali Khaa, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Hasiaa Marshai, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Mataia ally Jaaiaiar. Khaa lahih Maalvi. 
Mavktegt, Mr. R. i. 

Maywaai, Mr. Ragtrs. 

ialalaiila Ahaiai, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 

aUbkaiiin Khaa, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 

Bataai All Mina, tahihtaia Kawaaiah lysi. 
Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. B. 

Khaltaa, Mr. Oahi Prasai. 

MaBtaila Ahaiai, Dr. (Btgrs). 


Nataaiite Ahmai, Maalvi (Tlpara). 

MahtaB, Mabanjkamar Viay Ohaai. 

Maaial Mr. Baaka Bahari. 

Maniai, Mr. Bkat Obtain. 

Maaial, Mr. iagat Ohaaira. 

MawM Ali Khaa Fatal, AMIaij Maalvi. 

Margaa, Mr. B., O.I.R. 

Maslaai Ali Mtllah, Maalvi M. 

Mahammai Altai. Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi lyai. 
Mvhaaiaiai Ihrahiai, Maahri. 

Mahamaiai I trail, Maahri. 

Mahammai liiiigaa, Khaa Bahaiar Dr. Byai. 
Mahammai lalaimaa, Khaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Maksrjsa, Mr. Taraknath, M.B.E. 

Mailick, ths Man 'bis Mr. Makaaia Bahary. 
Mashamff Massaln, tha Haa’bts Nawah, Khaa Baha* 
iar. 

Mnstaiawial Magas, Mr. tyai. 

Naiarallah, Nawabtaia K. 

Nartan, Mr. H. R. 

Fattingsr, Mr B. U. 

Rahman, Khan Bahaiar A. M. L. 

Baikal, tha Han'bla Mr. Frasanna Oah. 

Rataar Rahman Kkan, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Dhaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Fatiram. 

Saiaraiila Ahmsi, Mr. 
lairaiiia Ahmai, Majl. 
lahtht-Alam, Mr. lyai. 
lanaallah, Dr. 

•arfcir, Baha Maihasaian. 
tarksr, Mr. Nalial Raajan. 

•arajal Islam, Mr. 

IhamsaMia Ahmsi Khanikar, Mr 
liriar, Baha Lilia Mania, 
tyallar, Mr. J. M. 

Imilh, Mr. M. Brabant 
•lark, Mr. A. F. 

•tavan, Mr. i. W. R. 
tahrnwariy, lb* Manila Mr. M. I. 

Tayariah, Mtangla tail, Ral Bahaiar. 

Tafai Ahmai Obaaihary, Maalvi MaR. 

Walkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wkitabaai, Mr. R. ». 

Yaasaf Miru, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmai OhaaiBary, Maalvi. 


NOES — 27. 


Ahivl Wall ai, Maalvi. 

Aha Hastate tartar, Maalvi. 

Ahal Fast, Mr. Mi* 

Ahmai Khan, Mr. Syti. 
AaiasoMte Ahmai, Mr. 

Bar an, BahmFramharf. 

Bar awn, Baha (hyaau Prasai. 
Das, Mr. Maamthaa. 

Das Bapta, f rt|ot Baraain Math. 
Datta Mataatear, Mr. Blharaaia. 
Eateaiai Magas, Kaxi. 

Haaaa AM Bhaaihary, Mr. lyai. 
iatel ai i it Masks my, Mr. Syti. 
Jaaab AB Majamiar, Maahrt 


Lahirf, Baha Ashalash. 

Maaial, Mr. AmrIU Lai. 

Maaial, Mr. iagsnira hath. 
Maakassamaa tslamatail, Mavlana Ms 
Magbsl Masala, Mr. 

Naashsr AN, Mr. lyai. 

Fnmanik, Mr. Tartekharaa, 
Bamlsaiiln Abassi, Mr. 

{ hahsiali. Mr. 
lhamsaiiia Ahmsi, Mr. M. 
ttegha, Baha Kshstra Nath. 

Waliar Bahama, Mattel. 

ZaauM, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 103, and the Noes 27, the motion was carried.* 
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Tin Bengal Court of Wards (Amendmant) Bill, 1941. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
introduce. the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Tlie Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken 
into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very simple and, I should assume, a non-controversial 
measure. The whole object of this Bill is to make the provision of 
section IOC applicable to the decrees of the High Court so as to 
include the High Court in all its jurisdiction within the category of 
civil courts as contemplated by the Court of Wards f Act. 

Sir, till the judgment of the Special Bench of the High Court was 
delivered .sometime in the beginning of March this year, it was not 
known either to Government or to the creditors that section IOC of 
the Court of Wards Act did not apply to the decrees of the High 
Court. In view of the decision of the High Court, it was necessary 
to promulgate an ordinance shortly after the prorogation of the Legis- 
lature, and now it is my privilege to introduce this Bill for placing 
the ordinance on the statute book as is necessary under the Govern- 
ment of India Act. This is the object of this Bill. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal will speak on our behalf. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, shall I speak now or 
after the recess Y There is also a point of order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You move your motion now and you will speak 
after the recess. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, before I propeed to 

deal with the specific motion that stands in my name, I would very 
humbly make a few submissions on the question of order. Sir, the 
proposed amendment by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister does not merely 
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Attempt at an extension of the definition of civil courts by including* 
the High Court within the operations of the main Act, namely, the 
Court of Wards Act. It also specifically curtails the power of the 
High Court and I submit that to that extent it is ultra vires of this 
Legislature. 

Sir, in this connection instead of using my own phrases, I would 
invite your attention to the reported case of Narshinghdas Tansukdas 
versus Chogemull reported in 43 Calcutta Weekly Notes. There a 
similar, I should rather say, the same question came up for decisiou 
before their Lordships in connection with the definition of civil courts, 
within the meaning of the Agricultural Debtors Act. Two questions 
arose there. One was whether the expression “civil courts” includes 
the High Court and the second question which also was raised and 
decided specifically* was, even if the expression “civil courts” is 
extended to the High Court, whether the Provincial or even the Central 
Legislature had any jurisdiction or authority to affect the composition 
and the jurisdiction of the High Court. Now, Sir, I would just refer 
to a few passages in the observations of the different Judges. Originally 
it was a Special Bench composed of three Judges but as the matter 
was very knotty, it was extended to a larger Bench of five Judges. 
The present Chief Justice was also one of the Judges there. The first 
observation of the Chief Justice Sir Harold Derbyshire is after quoting 
Lord Campbell in the case of Balfour versus Malcolm, “there can be 
no doubt that the principle is that the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Courts can only be taken away by positive and clear enactments in an 
Act of Parliament”, for the Act of Parliament, the proper authority 
should be substituted so far as Indian conditions are concerned. Then 
the matter was further discussed in estenso and the cutting expression 
comes from Justice Bartley which you will find at the bottom of the 
first column of page 625 — “It would follow then that any provision in 
a local Act which purported to affect the jurisdiction of the High 
Court would be ultra vires of the powers of the Legislature” — and if 
you would be good enough to go further ahead at pages 620 and 627, 
you will* see that the observations of Justice Nasim Ali are also to the 
same effect. There it is said — I don’t propose to read out all the 
portions but only the last portion — “In my opinion the local legisla- 
ture can make laws regarding the High Court provided such laws do 
not affect the jurisdiction, powers and authority of the High Court 
vested in it by the previous Acts of Parliament whiefi were confirmed 
by section 106 of the Government of India Act, 1935”. 

My position in a nut-shell is this that the High Court derives its 
author\t& from the Letters Patent and the Royal Charter and unless 
specific powers are given to the local Legislature enabling the latter 
to control or modify the powers vested in the High Court by provisos 
of the Royal Charter and the Letters Patent, I submit those powers. 
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cannot be grabbed. That is my point of view and I hope the Hon’ble 
Revenue Minister will give proper attention to this question so that 
ultimately this Legislature is not faced with a scandalous position that 
the High Court or the Federal Court will say that this amendment is 
vitra vires. Here on the floor of the House as good sportsmen, we 
are certainly willing to differ from one another, but in one matter we 
must certainly be unanimous, namely, that we must not pass hastily 
any legislation which in the wisdom of other forensic functionaries 
may he held to lx* ultra vires and silly and so I would appeal to the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister through you, Sir, to consider the question 
from that point of view. 

Coming to the merits of the whole matter, the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister in reply to a question put by Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas 
to-day regarding -the precedent of a previous Government in the matter 
of extending relief to the suffering people, retorted in a cavalier way 
by saying that this Government has got its own precedent. I fully 
agree, and very cordially too, this Cabinet has got precedents unto 
itself which are unrivalled in the history of legislation of this poor 
India having a variegated history. For example, this Cabinet has 
introduced the motto that relief like ehnrit\ must begin at home and 
legislative measures, before they are helpful to the masses, must he 
helpful to the people who constitute the worthy Cabinet who are decid- 
ing the fn»tes of the teeming millions of this unfortunate province. 
For example, we have got the instance of one Minister who had some 
interest at stake somewhere. Therefore the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors Rules had to 1 e kept in abeyance regarding the maximum that 
could lx* determined by Debt Conciliation Boards. When that crisis 
was over, the Cabinet framed the rules in a merry fashion with full 
wisdom and solemnity, so that they may apply to people outside. 
To-day, also Sir, the Cabinet lias just begun at the top. You know the 
vast majority of people are tenants. The tenants are represented by 
landlords. The landlords are represented by favourite ones who can 
get into the favour of the Courts of Wards. The Court qf Wards 
landlords are also worthily represented in the Cabinet. Therefore 
instead of going to the bottom of the needs of the people it is better 
to begin at the top and therefore. Sir, this legislation has been 
attempted, so that the relief given to the Minister concerned will also 
be relief to the landlords and also incidentally be relief to the tenants 
at large whom they represent. This is a precedent which is a precedent 
unto this Cabinet itself and there is no parallel in this country and I 
do uot know whether there is any parallel elsewhere. We on this 
side of the House strongly oppose the passage of this amendment. The 
reason is not far to seek. You know, Sir, that a sitting of the Legis- 
lature requires some money from the public exchequer and we are not 
gejng to be a party to the adoption of a legislative measure at the cost 
of the public exchequer which benefits only one man, however high 
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ll» may be, even if he be a limb of the Cabinet. It does not matter 
whether Maharaja Srisebandra Nandy has got to part with Rs. 6,000 
or Rs. 7,000. It may be a hardship to him. But there are other 
hardships in plenty all around us. There are more real hardships 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Before my 
friend continues on that point, may I just interrupt and tell him that 
Maharaja Sriscliandra Nandy is not at all interested in this question? 

Mfi 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: It is said in the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons “The High Court of Calcutta at the hearing 
by a Special Bench of the case of Ananth Nath Bose versus Maharaja 
Srischandrit Nandy decided on t he 4th of March, 1941, that section 
10C of the Court of Wards Act. 1879, had no application to the High 

Court The effect of this decision has been to take away all 

protection from the Wards Estate .. .” 1 am glad to hear that this 
legislation is not in the interest of Maharaja Sriscliandra Nandy. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Not in the 

interest of Maharaja Sri>chandra Nandy. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL • Even the lion ’bio Revenue 
Minister is not able to reply to the charge of indecency of this legis- 
lative proposal. Therefore he stands up when I mentioned the name 
of Maharaja Sriscliandra Nandy. Sir, it is no pleasure to Jim* to make 
any sarcastic criticism upon Malinin ju Sriscliandra Nandy who, in his 
private capacity, is certainly much dearer to me than lie is to my 
friend Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. But then facts have got to he 
faced squarely and fairly and openly. It is no use mincing matters. 
This question of interpretation of civil courts came up before their 
Lordships’ times without number, but Bengal (lovermnent did not 
come in a hurry either to get an Ordinance or to have a legislative 
measure* Even if you are indecent, he frank in your indecency. It 
is no use playing hide and seek simply because you want to protect 
the interests of a Minister. It had been adversely commended upon 
by their Lordships and therefore you are coming here in order to undo 
the effect of the decision because according to the Revenue Minister 
as disclosed in the Statement of Objects and Reasons this decision of 
the High Court frustrates the object for wdiich the Legislature enacted 
section 10C of the Court of Wards Act, 1879, in 1936. 

Well, Sir, if the party were any landlord under the Court of Wards 
other than a Minister of the Cabinet, there would not have been this 
indecent hurry for a legislation * of this nature. Sir, I submit there 
are plenty of other things to be looked into; for example, if an amend- 
ment is really necessary' in order to get the advantage of the decisions 
12 
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of the High Court, the Money-lenders Act is a more genuine case in 
point. We know to our great dismay that in the High Court and in 
the lower courts interpretation of the Money-lenders Act is made in 
such a way that in many cases it frustrates the objects for which we 
adopted that legislation. There are plenty of such instances of which 
the Judicial Department is fully aware. Why then, I ask, does the 
Government come here in a hurry to get this legislative measure 
passed P Is it because Government wants to amend certain sections 
upon which the High Court has made very critical and adverse com- 
ments? I doubt whether that was the spirit which actuated Govern- 
ment to bring forward this Bill. This Bill has been brought forward 
in the interest of a particular Minister of the Bengal Cabinet. After 
all, millions may suffer but a Minister cannot. To say the least of it, 
the way in which this legislative measure has been brought in is 
indecent, shady and unseemly. After all, we have no objection to 
helping a Minister, even a Minister of the Bengal Cabinet, but then 
let him take all advantage by virtue of the adoption of general 
legislative measures. It js well known that many of the Ministers 
have been saved by the passing of the Money-lenders Act. A\e do 
not grudge them that benefit because while they have been saved, 
many other millions of men have also been saved. But this Bill is 
intended merely for the protection of one particular Minister of the 
Cabinet from a particular decision of the Hon’ble the High Court, and 
I submit that the spending of money from the public exchequer in this 
wu t \ cannot be at all supported. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I know that we will not get any support from 
the other side of the House to our motion. They know that they have 
been misled in giving their support to legislative measures which do 
not serve the cause of their constituents: they have been led by the 
Cabinet blindfoldedly. Sir, my friends of the Coalition Party may 
agree to be driven blindfoldedly, but we must continue to represent the 
cause of the people, voice their protests here and oppose the passage 
of this Bill by all means. 

Mr. H. R. NORTON: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have a few words to say 
on this particular Bill, but my party do not propose to oppose the Bill 
but would ask the Government to again consider the arguments we 
put forward in 1936 when the Bengal Court of Words (Amendment) 
Act was passed. 

We then and we do again reiterate the hardships that section 1GO 
causes to the creditors and we consider that as Government were taking 
powers on behalf of the Court of Wards to the disadvantage of creditors, 
it should accept responsibility for safeguarding the creditors’ interests 
when such powers fail to attain their objective, for I should think that 
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the creditors* claims would be barred in courts after the four-year 
moratorium if Government decides to give up au estate unless it is a 
decree secured before the estate was taken over. 

Four years is a long time to wait for no payment against any debt 
and a further seven years in which only interest may be paid doubles 
the creditors’ hardships. 

Now the Government wants, by this umending Act, to take away 
any chance that the creditors may have of realising their High Court 
decrees, obtained against any estates thut have been taken over or 
will be taken over by the Court ot Wards in the future: is this fair? 
It may seem so to Government who has decided to take over in order 
to protect the proprietor against bankruptcy and ruin, and this shows 
that while Government is in entire sympathy with the debtor and his 
deplorable state of not being aide to pay, it lias no s\mpath\ whatever 
with the creditor, who h\ this Act has to wait for four \ears without 
any payment and then tor the next seven he may only get interest 
paid at 4A per cent., and then at the end of 11 years what happens if 
Government decides to give up the estate because it cannot [mil it 
round: yet Government says this Act is equal for both the debtor and 
the creditor. 

We would most seriously ask Government to reconsider the first 
period of the moratorium, that is, four years and reduce this to three, 
when the case should be reviewed and Government should arrive at a 
decision as to whether the estate can be saved sufficiently as to satisfy 
the creditors: if the\ find fhe\ cannot save the estate, then it will give 
the creditors time to file a suit and try to realise the amounts due on 
their own initiative. 

Economic depression is felt by others as well as landed proprietors 
and this was named in 193G as the reason for Government fixing a 
moratorium of four years and a further seven years with the option of 
paying interest on the decree only and the creditors were left out of 
accouift. It does not matter to the Government if these firms have 
financial difficulties during this period, through the Government action 
of withholding payments if they consider fit for eleven years in all, and 
during this period the owner of the estate under the Court of Wards 
is enjoying a liberal allowance and no worries — all the worry is on other 
people’s shoulders — but not so the creditors; they have to shoulder their 
own. 

In the event of Government not being prepared to reduce the period 
of the moratorium, will they compromise by reviewing each doubtful 
case’af the end of four years, and if they are of the opinion that they 
cannot save the estate, then give to all creditors three months’ notice 
of this so that they can make their own arrangements to realise 4heir 
dties before the estate is handed over to its owners ; though I still submit 
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that three years is quite long enough for Government to ascertain 
whether an estate is one to be kept or released, especially as they now 
want High Court decrees barred. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose 
the amendment moved by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. First of all, 
he has raised a point of order and has challenged the jurisdiction of 
this Legislature to legislate on a subject affecting a certain decree of the 
High Court. His point is that this Bill not only includes the High 
Court within the definition of the safeguards as contemplated by the 
Court of "Wards Act, but it curtails the jurisdiction of the High Court. 
And in this connection he referred to a decision which I could not 
exactly follow. To that my reply is that this Legislature has already 
passed several statutes affecting the jurisdiction of the High Court, and 
that is one of the privileges conferred to this Legislature by the Govern- 
ment of India Act of 1935 — a privilege which the Bengal Legislature 
did not enjoy before. 


Mr. SPEAKER: May I ai once say in order to cut short the debate 
on that point that the position as contained in the Government of 
India Act with reference to the High Court is this: so long as a subje< t- 
mutter is within the competence of this legislature, it has jurisdiction 
over every court including the High Court subject to the specific provi- 
sions to the contrary contained in the Government oi India Act. 
Therefore, so tar as the competence ot this Legislature is concerned, 
every matter within its competency unless anything is specifically 
provided for in the Government of India Act is within the scope of this 
Legislature. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then, Sir, 
Mr. Sanyal alleges that this legislation is meant for the benefit of one 
particular individual who happens to be a member of the ^ en P a l 
Cabinet. I lepudiate that suggestion, Sir. This legislation is not 
meant to benefit any member ot Government — T can assure him on that 
point. It is only accidental that Government’s attention has been 
draw n to this lacuna in the existing Act by the judgment in a particular 
case in which a member of the Cabinet happened to be the respondent. 
That is the position. 

Sir, the object of amending the Act is not to give protection to a 
particular individual but to give protection to all estates under the 
Court of Wards. There are many estates under the Court of*Wards 
against whom decrees are pending in the High Court and the creditors 
as wall as Government were not aware of the legal position, as has been 
made clear by the judgment referred to in the Statement of Objects 
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and Reasons. If the creditors had taken that view I am perfectly 
certain they would have executed some of these decrees long* ago and 
many of the estates would have been sold out. 

Now, Sir, what is the object of the Court of Wards administration? 
The Court of Wards administration is not merely to give protection to 
a particular proprietor of an estate but to safeguard Government revenue, 
to safeguard public interest. The whole basis of the Court of Wards 
administration is to safeguard public interests and what are the public 
interests? Now, take for instance a big estate having a large number of 
tenures and sub-tenures under it is sold in a revenue sale. If the estate 
is given protection of the Court of Wnids, it is not liable to sale for 
default of revenue, but if an estate is sold for default of revenue 
otherwise, then not only the proprietor loses his property hut the tenures 
and sub-tenures become liable to annulment. So that may bring about 
a serious disturbance and upsetting of e<onomic equilibrium in rural 
Beugal. My friends here who are intimately connected with the rural 
life of the province aie no doubt aware that thousands, nay millions, 
of people are inteiested in tenures and under-tenures and if, because 
of the sale of the parent (‘state on account of default of revenue*, those 
tenures and under-tenures become liable to annulment, thousands of 
people will become impoverished. That is the public object of the Court 
of Wards' protection. The Court of Wards’ piotcction is given to estates 
not merely in the interests of a particular proprietor; it is given mainly 
on three grounds: first, in the interests of Government re\enue; 
secondly, in the interests of the subordinate tenure-holders whose 
interests ure likely to he affected by the sale of the superior interest, 
and, thirdly, there may he valuable endowments, large charities which 
will suffer if the estate is sold off or disintegrates. These are the main 
reasons why Court of Wards’ protection is given to zemindars. 

Now*, referring to the point raised by my friend Mr. Norton, that 
is, why should not Government reduce the period of first moratorium 
from 4 to 3 years, I will just venture to remind him of the fact that 
when the Bill was originally introduced in the Legislature in 1936 
By the then Revenue Member, Sir Brojendralul Mitter, the period of 
first moratorium was 5 years, but as a matter of compromise in the 
Select Committee it was reduced to 4 years. A big estate may have 
properties in different distiiets, in different subdivisions of the province 
coming under the Court of Wards. It is not possible for Government 
to find out what are the assets, what are the liabilities, how the scheme 
can be framed and naturally some time elapses before Government can 
actually take up the working of the scheme in right earnest and that 
is tfht the period was put at 4 years — originally at 5 years — and then 
by way of compromise it was reduced to 4 years. Sir, I may assure 
my friend that the Court of Wards make every attempt to pay #ff the 
creditors as soon as possible. They fully realise the danger of allowing 
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arrears to accumulate. As the object of the Court of Wards* adminis- 
tration is to liquidate the debts as quickly as possible, if they allow 
debts to accumulate, ultimately ihey may amount to a figure which may 
be beyond the capacity of the estate to pay. So a reduction of one year 
in the first period of moratorium will certainly handicap Government 
very much in administering the estate. But I can give this much 
assurance to my friend Mr. Norton through you, Sir, that the Court 
of Wards do see at present and they will further see in future that 
payment of no debt is unduly deferred, because the first moratorium 
gives us the opportunity to find out whether Government will be in a 
position to liquidate the debts of any estate at all and that requires a 
little time. Three years is often very short. 

With these few words I oppose the amendment and in conclusion 
I would again repeat that the remarks made by Mr. Srfhyal were under 
very serious misapprehensions and I regret it very much that sober 
and staid as he is, he pursued that point in spite of my pointing out 
to him that the Maharaja of Cossimbazar was not interested in this 
matter. 


Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I had no mind to hurt 
anybody. I simply discussed the matter on the merit of it and on the 
face of it. 

The motion of Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanynl that the Bengal Court 
of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Sir Bi joy Prasad Singh Roy that the 
Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941, he taken into 
consideration was then put and agreed to 


Chime 7. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 4 

Clauses 2 and ,3. 

The question that clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 4 

The question that clause 4 stand part of the Bill was then put and 

•greed to. 

Preamble . 

Tfye question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 
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The Hon’bto Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment! Bill, 1941, as settled 
in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The 8t. Thomas' 8chool (Amendment) Bill, 1841. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to introduce 

the St, Thomas’ School (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

The Secretary then read out the short title of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that 

Ihe said Bill be ta*ken into consideration. 

The motion was then put und agreed to. 

Clause 1 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that < lau-c 2 stand part ol the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause d stand part of the Bill was then put und 
agreed to 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I beg to move that 
the St. Thomas’ School (Amendment) Bill. 1941, as settled in the 
Assembly, he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned at 7-4fl p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, 
the 1st August, 1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta, 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
the 1st August, 1941, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sir Mutiammu) Azizn. Hauue, c.i.e., 
Khan Bahadur) in the Chair, S Hon’ble Ministers and 198 members. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Sir, may I know *what question will 
be taken up first to-day P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Gues tions are not being taken up now. 


Oath. 


Mr. H. R. Hodge took Ins oath oi allegiance to the Crown. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED : As (he Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur is 
away, may I answer the questions relating to bis department? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 

Nomination to the Chittagong District Board and Municipality. 

•18. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he has received a copy of the resolution passed recently 
by the Executive Committee of the Chittagong Muslim 
League regarding nomination of any member of the 
Provincial legislatures to the Chittagong District Board and 
Municipality; and 

(*V) when the election to the Chittagong District Board and Munici- 
pality was held? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state when members 
to the Chittagong District Board and Municipality are likely to be 
nominated ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for the 
delay in making nominations to the District Board and the 
Municipality? 


Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): ui) (i) Yes. 

(it) In November, 1940. 

(6) and (c) The names of the appointed Commissioners of the Chitta- 
gong Municipally were published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 2(>th 
June, 1941. 

As regards the appointment <>t members of the Chittagong District 
Board, a reference bus been made to the local officers and the necessary 
order of Government will be issued on leceipt of their reply. 


Election to Chittagong District Board. 

•19. Maulvi AZHAR ALI: Will the II on’hle Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and 1 ,oeal Self-Government Department Ik* pleased 
to state — 

(a) when did the election to the Chittagong District Board take 

place ; 

( b ) when was the result of the election declared; 

(c) how many election petitions were filed before the— 

(1) Divisional Commissioner, 

(2) District Magistrate, and 

(3) Civil Courts; 

( (1 ) the date when each petition was filed; 

( e ) the names of members against whom these petitions were filed; 
(/) how and when was each of these election petitions disposed of; 

[g) how many are still pending before the — 

(1) Civil Court, 

(2) District Magistrate, and 

(3) Divisional Commissioner; and 

(h) when will nominations to the Chittagong District Board take 

place ? 
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Mrs* HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Ktmraja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca); (a) On the 25th, 27th and 
30th November, 1940. 

(b) In the constituencies in which the election was contested, the 
results were declared on different dates between the 3rd and 9th 
December, 1940. 

( c ) , ( d ), ( e ) and (g) Four statements are laid on the Table. 

(/) The petitioners were informed by the local officers that neither 
the Divisional Commissioner nor the District Magistrate had the power 
to decide the disputes and that the only legal remedy appeared to lie 
in the Civil Court. 

(h) A reference has been made to the local officers in the matter. 
Necessary orders regarding appointment of members of the District 
Board will be issued on receipt of their reply. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (c) of starred question No. 19. 

(1) Three. 

(2) Six. 

(3) Two. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (d) of starred question No. 19. 


Name of petitioner. 

Date of filing 
petition. 

(11 Before the Commissioner, Chittagong Division- 

— 

Khan Sahib Haji Miah Khan Sawdagar 

. 25-10-40 

Tayabulla Sawdagar 

. 12-12-40 

Forak Ahmed Chaudhuri and 3 others 

. 12-12-40 

(2) Before District Magistrate — 

t 

Babu Rasik Chandra Hazari and 2 others 

17-12-40 

Maulvi Abdul Latif, h.l. 

19-12-40 

Nur Ahmed and 2 others 

19-12-40 

M. Abu Md. Hosaain 

18-12-40 

Abdul Karim and 3 others 

19-12-40 

M. Seraxul Hoque Choudhury 

11-12-40 

(3) Before the Civil Court — 


Bacha Meah Choudhury 

. 20-12-40 

Khan Sahib Haji Mean Khan Sawdagar .. 

2-1-41 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (e) of starred question No, 19 . 

(1) Before the Commissioner, Chittagong Division — 

Mr. Anwarul Azim, Bar.-at-Law. 

Mr. Ashraf Ali Choudhuri. 

Khan Bahadur Khalilur Rahaman. 

(2) Before the District Magistrate, Chittagong — 

Rai T. K. Ghosh Bahadur. 

Dr. Sanaullah. 

M. Ala Meah. 

M. Saleh Ahmed Chaudhuri. 

Maulvi Siddtque Ahmed, n.i.. 

(3) Before the Civil Court — 

Haji Yar Ali Chaudhuri and the Province of Bengal. 

Mr. Anwarul Aziz, Bar.-at-Law. 

Statement referred to m reply to clause (//) oj starred question No. 19. 

(D Two. 

<2) Nil. 

(3) Nil. 


Recording of jute-growing lands. 

*20. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment he pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing district by 
district the total acreage of land in which jute was cultivated during 
the year 1938-39 and 1939-40 as obtained by the recent survey for the 
purpose of restriction !' 

(b) Is the Hon' hie Minister aware that a huge number of cases for 
relief against wrong and inaccurate recording of jute-growing luude 
have been filed in different districts before the .lute Committees and the 
District Magistrates from the 1st November, 1940, to 31st January, 
1941 ? 

If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the number 
of such cases — 

(t) filed; and 

(it) disposed of in the Province from the 1st November, 1940^10 
31st January, 1941 ? 
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MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blc Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) A statement 

is laid on the Table. 

(b) A very large number of petitions were filed during the period 
mentioned before the Jute Committees and before the competent officers 
of the Jute Regulation Department for correction of the entries in the 
record on various grounds. 

Petitions may also have been filed before District Magistrates for 
the same purpose but during the period in question District Magistrates 
had no powers under the Act to entertain petitions for correction of the 
record. Since the Jute Regulation (Amendment) Act, 1940, came into 
force on 2nd July, 1941, Collectors now may deal wdth such cases. 

(r) The number of petitions filed before the various authorities was 
very large and the collection of the information asked for in this part 
of the question would involve an amount of time and labour which 
would not, in Government's view, be justified. 


Statement 

referred to in reply to starred question . 

Vo. 20. 

Total Jute 

Division. 

District. 

Acreage. 

1 

2 

3 

Burdwan 

.. (1) Howrah 

15,635 15 


(2) Hooghly 

62,100 -06 


(3) Burdwan 

19,833 -44 


(4) Birbhum 

527 -30 


(5) Midnapore 

24,412 -88 


(0) Bankura 

430-09 


Total 

122,938 -92 


Presidency 

.. (1) 24-Parganas 

80,772 -76 


(2) Jessore 

241,676-89 


(3) Khulna 

81,38*W 


(4) Nadia 

168,157 -37 


(5) Murshidabad 

116,295-07 


Total 


688,286*11 
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Division. 

District. 

Total Jute 
Acreage. 


2 

3 

3. Dacca 

. . (1) Dacca 

435,375 *76 


(2) Mvmensingh 

091,912*51 


(3) Barisal 

127,802 *24 


(4) Faridpur 

392,000 *00 


Total 

.. 1,947,150 *51 

4. Chittagong 

.. (1 ) Chittagong 

890 -00 


(2) Noakhali 

1 1 0,480 -70 


(3) Tip] 'era 

+49,320 -07 


Total 

504,097 *37 

5. Rajshahi 

(l)Rajshahi 

215,140*06 


(2) Pabna 

224,747 *50 


(3) Bogra 

173,071 *03 


(4) Malda 

91,901*89 


(5) Dinajpur 

215,855 *29 


(6) Rangpur 

580,041 *14 


(7) Jalpaiguri 

loo,393*29 


(8) Siliguri 

5,430*10 


Total 

1,013,787-02 


Grand Total 

.. 4,938,859 -93 

Mr. £YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : With 

reference to unswer 


(f), will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to give us some approximate 
idea of the number of cases that had been filed in various districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir I have no such 
idea, but it is a very large number. 

^Olr.CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government is contemplating to bring a Jute 
Regulatjpn (Amendment) Bill about giving powers to the TTnion Jute 
Committees about correction and other things? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am afraid that question does not arise. 
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Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: That question comes in this vay 
that in answer (b) it has been stated that “a very large number of 
petitions tvere filed during the period mentioned before the Jute 
Committees and before the competent officers”. Are not jute committees 
competent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Arroar pay and pension of crews of 8andwip and Hatiya killed during 

the War. 

•21. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to state 
the number of crew hailing from the islands of Sandwip and Hatiya 
in the district of Noakhali that have been killed by enemy action during 
this present. War? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the provision the Government 
of India have made for the maintenance of their dependents? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there has been delay in pay- 
ing up the arrear salaries of the crew killed and remitting allowances 
or pensions to their dependents? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmathe, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of approaching the proper authorities to 
ensure early payment of the arrear salaries and pensions? 

MINI8TER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): {a) The Provincial 
Government have no information on the subject. The next of kin are 
always iuformed direct of any casualties. 

(b) The Government of India have already adopted a scheme of 
compensation for war injuries received by seamen. 

(c) The matter concerns the Government of India, and it is^believed 
that they are taking all necessary steps to prevent delays. Enquiries 
are made by the Shipping Master and instructions have been issued to 
local officers to deal with any reference made to them with all posaible 
despatch. 

(d) Does uot arise. 

Mr. NIHARENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer (c), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
information on the basis of which he says “it is believed that they are 
taking all necessary steps to prevent delays* V in payment of Ihes* 
allowances? 
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. The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: We have certain informa- 
tion at our disposal, but generally speaking this is based upon the fact 
that we have referred from time to time to the Government of India 
and to the Shipping Master and we have been informed bv the Govern- 
ment of India that they are taking steps. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to lay that information on the table for information 
of the members P 

The Hobble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : This arises -out of 
correspondence between the Government of Bengal and the Government 
of India and I am not prepared to lay that on the table. 

• 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: With reference to 
answer {a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to whether 
the Government of Bengal tried to ascertain from the Government of 
India the number of such crews from the district of Noakhuli — Ilatiya 
and Sandwip — who have been killed by enemy action during the present 
warP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, Sir Ilud l got such 
an information from the Government of India, Government would have 
been pleased to supply it to the House. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Honble 
Minister be pleased to ascertain this from the Government of India and 
place it before the House P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I can have a try if the 

House so wishes, but I cannot guarantee whether the Government of 
India will give such information. 


Navigation in DhuJIeewary river. 

*22. Khan Bahadur AULAD H088AIN KHAN: (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Deport- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Bteamers and motor launch cannot ply between Fulberia 
and Manikganj for shallowness of the Dhulleswary river; 

(it) that even big boats cannot ply in Dhulleswary river; and 

{ (m) that this causes inconvenience to the people in the matter of 
communication and transport? 
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«* * 

(b) If the answer to (a) iff in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what step the Government ; propose to take 
in the matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srisohandra Nandy, of 
Coesimbazar)! (a) (i) and (m) Yes, during the driest part of the year. 

(in) Yes. 

(b) This river is full of shoals and has to be trained every year with 
a view to maintain a navigable depth ; but in years of draught the 
shoals in the channel cannot be sufficiently scoured. 

This condition of the Dhulleswary has been persisting for a very 
long time; and in recent years it has been aggravated by the fact that 
the Bethua which is a spill channel of this river is taking away a larger 
volume of water. The experts of this department are considering how 
to get a bigger dry weather flow into the Dhulleswary. 

■4 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether only consideration is being made or any depart- 
ment has been opened for this Dhulleswary river? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

As I had occasion to inform the House during the budget debate, we 
are attempting in co-operation with the Assam Government to have a 
Hiver Commission to take up necessary measures within the catchment 
basins of the Jamuna and Brahmaputra with the object of reducing 
the silt discharge and increasing the dry water flow. I do not think 
that there is any quick and ready method which can solve the problem. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; From Fatal Station to Manickganj 
the steamers can ply, but after Manickganj even big boats cannot ply. 
Our main question is about the Dhulleswary. It gets water from the 
river tin nut 11a but we want that anyhow some sort of arrangemenDtmght 
to be made so that steamers, motor launches and big boats cat^ ply 
throughout the year from Manickganj to Dacca. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid that is no question. 


Conditions of rivers Punarbhava and Atrai. 

*23. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware*— 

(t) that a few years back Punarbhava and Atrai rivers were tjte* 
• main waterways in the district of Dinnjpur; * * 
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(ii) that theV remained navi guble all throughout the year being 
the main sources of irrigation to those whose lands lay on 
both sides of them ; and 

(in) that both the rivers are gradually being silted upP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon’ hie Minister * 
be pleased to state what action, it any, he projMwes to take in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazan 

{ a ) ( i ) and (in) No. 

(//) No. They are miwg.ible dining the rains onh . 

(b) The ieasibihu oi impioving these rivets will t>e examined after 
the completion of the eontoin survey uliieli lias ln‘en undertaken with 
the object of gaining an intimate knowledge of the country and flood 
levels. % 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell ie if b\ his answer to (a) (i) and (in) lie means that 
he is not aware of the fact mentioned in those questions or the facts 
are not known. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coeaimbazars 

What I meant bv my replying in t lie negative was that my honourable 
friend was not quite correct in his statement. That is to say, that 
the two rivers in question were not the main waterways of the district 
“a few years back” as he has stated. As a matter of fact if he is 
referring to the avulsion of the feeder river that took place a centftry 
and a half back, i.c., in 17S7; that cannot certainly be considered to 
1 m? “a few years ago”. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Are not these two rivers silting 
up? 

The tlon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

As I have just now stated having completely been cut off from its 
parent supply and having to depend entirely on local rainfall, neces- 
sarily the supply has diminished, but from what I have stated in reply 
to (b) it will appear that they nre still navigable during the rainy 
season only. 

NISHITHA NATH KUNDU S Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly tell us when the contour survey regarding these two rivers is 
expected ^.o be taken up in the Dinajpur district? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaoimbazart 

I am not quite sure but I believe Dinajpur district will be taken up 
very shortly. 
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♦0*. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HAEHEMY: (a) Is the Hon’blo 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the recommen- 
dation of the Public Accounts Committee for 1937-38 disapproving 
frequent transfers of officers? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from April, 1937, to June, 1941, how many times 
and when was the post of District Magistrate 24-Parganas, held by 
incumbents, who had been transferred before they were in that office 
ior less than six months? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (6) of starred question A o. 24. 

Period. Remarks. 

Mr. Herbert Graham, i.C.S. 13th November, 1933 

to 30th April, 1937. 

Mr. M. 0. Carter, I.C.S. . . 1st May, 1937 to 29th 

July, 1938. 

Mr K A L. Hill, I.c.s. .. 30th July, 1938 to 8th Mr. Hill was on leave 

May, 1940, and 7th from 9th May, 1940, 

July, 1940 to 7th to Oth July, 1940, 

April, 1941. during which Mr. 

S. C. Mazumdar, 
Additional District 
Magistrate officiated 
as District Magis- 
trate. 

Mr. E. G. Creek, i.c.s. .. 8th April, 1941 to lltli 

May, 1941. 

Mr. A. Hughes, i.o.s. .. 12th May, 1941 to loth 

June, 1941. 

Mr. K. C. Basak, i.c.s. . . 16th June, 1941. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMYs Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is the intention of Government to 
contiuue to stick to this policy of frequent transfers of officers?^ 

Du Hon'ble Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
b« pleased to state the reasons for transferring three District Officers, 
between 8th April and 10th June, 1941, from the district of 
24-Pa rganasP 
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Tin HoilMMt Khwajt fir NAZIMUDDIN: It was unavoidable. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US With reference to answer (<i), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether four different 
officers have not held the post of Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division in the course of a year? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: My question is with reference to 
question (a) disapproving frequent transfers of officers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : The real issue is uliout District Magistrates. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Whut were the circum- 
stances which led the Government to have recourse to such frequenf 
transfers with regard to this particualr office? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Hasak was chosen to 
be the District Magistrate of iM-Parganus. He could not he relieved 
from the appointment where he was acting as Secretary in one of the 
departments ot the Secretariat. We had to put in Mr. Creek who wa* 
then Additional District Magistrate. He combined both the posts of 
Magistrate and Additional Magistrate. In the meantime Mr. Creek 
was posted to another place (Palma) as District Magistrate where n 
vacancy had occurred, und Mr. Hasuk could not he relieved because 
the man who was to take his plate (mild not be relieved from another 
post. So, for u short period, Mr. Hughes was appointed there. 

I ltimately Mr. Hasak who had already been chosen to he the District 
Magistrate of 24-Parganus came to be posted at A 1 i pore. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please tell us whether it is in the contemplation of Govern- 
ment to transfer Mr. K. (\ Hasak, i.e.s., in the near future? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Grant-in-aid to rural dispensarias. 

'**8. Khan Bahadur BHAH ABDUR RAUF: (n\ Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government 
have refused to sanction any grant-in-aid to the rural dispensaries which 
have got capital grant from the Government of India Rural Develop- 
ment Funds? 
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( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving 
grant-in-aid to such rural dispensaries? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab 
Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) and (b) Yes. The reason 

why this Government were unable to make recurring annual grants to 
dispensaries which had received subsidies from the grant made by the 
Government of India is that it was made a condition by the Central 
Gvernment that no expenditure from Government revenues should be 
involved and that all the recurring expenditure should be found from 
local sources. 

(c) The matter is under my active consideration. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer (c), 
may I enquire whether it is the desire of the Government that the 
authorities of the dispensaries concerned should submit their applica- 
tions to the Hon’ble Minister for his active consideration? 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: Under the Government of India Rules, 
the Government at the present moment cannot pay any recurring grant 
and the whole matter will be considered by the llon'ble Minister. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH ABDUR RAUF: Are Government aware 
that the dispensaries which are not in receipt of grants are in great 
financial difficulties? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: Government are not aware. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Parliamentary 
Secretary be pleased to tell us the difference between active considera- 
tion and passive consideration? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not aries. 


Teat relief in Mymensingh. 

*26. MftUlvi MD. I8RAIL: Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the amount sanctioned for the district of Mymensingh for test 
relief this year; 
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(6) the amount allotted for the subdivision of Kishoreganj above; 
and 

(c) the rate and conditions laid down in the famine code for the 
employment of workers in the test relief? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy)! («) Rs. 1,15,000 up to the 21st 
July, 1941. 

(b) Rs. 38,000. 

(c) The rates and terms and conditions for employment of workers 
on test relief work will be found in sections 134-130, 138-142, 144, 145, 
167, 166, 168, 171-175, 62, 63 and 112 of the Famine Code, a copy of 
which is available in the Assembly Library. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the 11 on’blc Minister be 
pleased to state whether the rules laid down in the Famine Code are 
suitable for the present time? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The rules of the 
Famine ('ode are w ide enough and they <an meet any situation. 

Release of Babu Ambica Char an Chakravarty, a political prisoner. 

•27. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: in) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state what 
was the recommendation of t lie Prisoners’ Release Committee set up by 
the Government in 1939 regarding Babu Ambica Cluiran Chakravarty, 
a political prisoner now lodged in the I)um Dum Central Jail? 

(b) Was the recommendation accepted by Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said prisoner was medically examined in the 
Calcutta Medical College and was found to have been suffering from 
T.B., Diabetes and eye troubles? 

(d) Is it a fact that early in 1940 the Government enquired of the 
said prisoner whether, if released, he was prepared to proceed to and 
stay in a sanatorium and the prisoner intimated his agreement to do 

the same? 

(e) Is it a fact that since then neither the said prisoner has been 
T&foased nor has any arrangement been made for his proper treatment? 

(J) Is it a fact that a letter written by the said prisoner to his brother 
commifbicating the fact of his serious illness has been withheld? 

(g) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state tbe reasons therefor? 
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Tilt Hoil’M# Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (c) I refer the 

honourable member to my answer to starred question No. 2T4 on the 
13th September, 1940. 

(d) At the end of 1939 he undertook to undergo treatment in a 
sanatorium but not to accept conditions of release. 

(e) He is still in jail. He is receiving such treatment as is possible. 

if) No. 

( g ) He still declines to accept conditions and neither he nor any of 
his friends has approached me as regards the statement made by me 
in reply to a supplementary question by Rai Harendrn Nath Chaudhuri 
arising out of starred question No. 274 on the 13th September, 1940, to 
which the honourable member’s attention is invited. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to refer to purt (</) of the question and state whether 
it is a fact or not that the Advisory Committee recommended his 
unconditional release? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir HAZIMUDDIN: The answer is in the 
affirmative. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to this 
answer, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what has led the 
Government to impose conditions which the Advisory Committee 
thought fit to dispense with? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There were a few cases 
in which the Government did not accept entirely the recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee, and t here were certain cases in which the 
Government were more liberal than the recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Was it a fact or not thai 
the Advisory Committee recommended his unconditional release only 
on medical ground, having regard to the fact that he was suffering 
from a multiple of diseases like tuberculosis, diabetes and atrophy of 
the eye? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know what were 
the reasons that led the Committee to make their recommendations. r 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister 
has referred us to the answer he gave to starred question No. 274 on the 
13th ^September. There he admitted that the Advisory Committee 



recommended bis release on medical grounds. And therefore having 
regard to the fact that the Advisory Committee recommended his 
release on medical grounds, is Government prepared to relax all the 
conditions except the condition relating to his treatment in a 
sanatorium ? 

The Hovt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOINi I cannot make my effort 

any more than I did last time when this question was put by the 
honourable member that we are prepared to let him go to any sana- 
torium outside the province if that can be arranged. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state, in view of the fact that the Government 
could not persuade the Punjab Government to receive him in a Punjab 
sanatorium, why •the Government would not be prepared to arrange 
for his sanatorium treatment in Bengal nor would the Government be 
prepared to agree to his being treated in a sanatorium in Bengal? 

The Hon v b!e Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that if he accepts conditional release we are prepared to have him 
treated in a sanatorium in Bengal. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI S Having regard to the 
fact that those conditions were dispensed with by the Advisory Com- 
mittee, will not the Government in consideration of the serious state 
of his health be prepared to relax the other conditions and impose only 
one condition, namely, that he should proceed to a sanatorium and 
receive treatment there? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Actually at the present 
time, according to the latest report, the condition of his health is not 
so serious. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 

answer (r) that he is receiving such treatment as is possible, will the 
Hon’W Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact or not that so 
far as his eye trouble is concerned — I mean the trouble of his remaining 
eye, because, I think, lie has lost the vision of one of his eyes in his 
jail life — having regard to the fact thot the trouble of his other eye 
has been considered by the experts of the Medical College to be a 
sufficient ground for putting him under special treatment — the Govern- 
ment is still prepared to hold the opinion that he receives such treatment 
as is possible? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, whatever treatment 

is possible is being given. 
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Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (g) that nobody approached him and with reference to his 
answer to the supplementary question to starred question No. 274 on 
the 13th September to this effect : “If either the honourable member 
or the prisoner can arrange with any province to take him in a 
sanatorium, I would be prepared to reconsider the question”, will the 
Government be prepared to state what are the other conditions he must 
satisfy if he is to be allowed to take treatment in a sanatorium within 
the province!* 1 ' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got any copy 
of these conditions with me. I ask for notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Collector Math in Rangpur town. 

17« Mr. K8HETRA NATH SINGHA: <o> h the lTon’Ide Minister 

in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(0 that there is a plot of open land called Collector Math in the 
town of Rangpur; 

{ii) that it is a khas land used tor police parade and other recrea- 
tion purposes; 

(m) that it is the only open field in the town id Rangpur; and 

(tv) that recently the Rangpur Town Club has fenced it iound in 
the middle with tin walls to the inconvenience of the public? 

(b) If the unswer to (</) is in the affirmative, will the ITon’hle 
Minister he pleased to state what action, if any, he proposed to take in 
the matter? 

The Hen’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: wit </) to (/p) Yes. 

(iv) No; the Rangpur Town Club which u>es for their play ground 
only about 2A acres out of a total area of 'V2 acres, fenced the play 
ground in 19d(> with the permission of the then Collector. No incon- 
venience is caused to the public by such fencing as there is an extensive 
plot of open land round the enclosure to serve the purposes of play 
grounds aud recreation grounds for the public. 

(b) Government do not consider it necessary to take any aotioiT for 
the removal of the enclosures us the enclosures provide a very convenient 
piece of ground for continuous play of cricket, hockey and •football 
according to the season and for charity matches. The enclosed ground 
it also used as a Ladies' Park in the forenoon. 

V 





^UXiOXXUllO. 


High rate of interest on arrear rents in the Court of Wants estate in 
Patiladaha Pargana. 

18- Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon ’He Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state whether the 
estate of Patiladaha Pargana is under the management of Court of 
Waids ? 

lh) Js it a fact that the interest on arrear rent is realised by Court 
of Wards at the rate of per cent, per annum? 

It the answer to ( h ) is in the affirmative, will the llon'ble 
Ministe »• 1 h‘ ]»1 eased to state what >teps, if any, he proposes to take in 
the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. 

» Dot " not ari-c. 


Recovery of costs by certiflcate procedure and of education cess in 
distressed areas of Dinajpur. 

19. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: in) Is the Hon ’Me Minister 

in charge ot the Revenue Department aware thut economic distress in 
prevailing ia a large area of the Dinajpur district? 

(!n It no. i.s the Hon hle Minister considering the desirability of 
stopping — 

(/> the issue of cei tificatc* for realisation of recovery costs; and 

(n> the realisation of education cess in such areas? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: (a) There was 
some amount of di^tie^ in part" of the district due to partial failure 
of (TOJH. 

<M <•) No coercive measures are being taken now for the realisation 
of suc h costs. 

(it) Education cess has not been imposed in this district. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a), 
does the Hon ’hie Minister intend to say that there is no distress at 
present prevailing in some parts of Dinajpur? 

• * 

The Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY • As I have already 
said, there was some amount of distress due to partial failure of stops* 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUMDU: With reference to answer 
(jb)(i), namely, no coercive measures are being taken now for the 
realisation of such costs, does the Hon'ble Minister mean to say that no 
certificate proceedings are being taken up against the defaulting 
persons ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, certi- 
ficates are not being executed. 


Ivtortase in the number of Soheduled Caste officers in Provincial 
Forest Service of Bengal. 

20. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Wjll the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) the present number of — 

(1) Bengalee Caste Hindu, 

(2) Muslim, and 

(3) Scheduled Caste, 

officers in the Provincial Forest Service in the Province of 
Bengal; and 

(it) the names of officers with their respective caste appointed by 
promotion from — 

(1) untrained foresters, 

(2) Kurseong trained foresters, and 

(3) Dehra Dun trained rangers (from D.D.R.), (from 

D.D.L.S.) and (from D.D.R. with honours); and 


(in) the number of them appointed by direct recruitment? 

I 

(h) If the number of Scheduled Caste officers in the rank are very 
small in the Province, what steps do the Government contemplate tak- 
ing for increasing the number of such officers ? 

MINISTER In oharge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (tha Hon’ble Mr. Praaanna Dab Raikut): (a) A statement is 
laid on the Table. 

(b) The member is requested to refer to the reply given to clause (6) 
of starred question No. 208 in the September, 1940, s e ssion of the 
Assembly which furnishes the required information. 



iw-i 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No . 20, 
showing the present number of Bengalee Caste Hindu , Muslim 
and Scheduled Caste officers in the Provincial Forest Service 
employed in Bengal and the names of officers with their respective 
caste appointed by promotion and the number appointed by direct 
recruitment . 

Bengal Forest Service — 

(?) Present number of — 

( 1 ) Bengalee Caste Hindus — 10. 

( 2 ) Muslims — 3. 

( 3 ) Scheduled Castes — Nil. 

(it) Names of officers with their respective castes appointed by pro- 
motion from — 

( 1 ) Fnt rained foresters — Nil. 

( 2 ) Kurseong trained foresters — 

Mr. B. N. Hoy — Hindu (K avast ha). 

Mr. It. Ahmed — Muslim. 

( 3 ) Debra Dun trained rangers — 

From I). I). It . — 

Mr. S. Sikling — Hillman (Christian ) . 

Mr. S. C. Basu — Hindu (Kayastha). 

Mr. S. C. Chatterjee — Hindu (Brahmin). 

Mr. It. L. Acharva — Hindu (Brahmin). 

From D.D.L.S.— Nil. 

From I). ILK. (Honours) — Nil. 

(Hi) Number of them appointed by direct recruitment — 8. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer 
(a)ii), will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state when these appoint- 
ments were made? 


Mr. SPEAKER: You can find that out from the Civil List: the 
date of appointment of a provincial officer appears in the Civil List. 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In view of the total absence 
■of scheduled caste men in the cadre, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government think it desirable to consider the 
case of the scheduled castes when making future appointments? 

Tlli Hon’bla Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: Government will 
be quite prepared to oonsider that. 
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Ward Master in Emergency Ward of Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta. 

21. Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
aware that for want of a Ward Master just at the front of the Emer- 
gency Ward of the Calcutta Medical College Hospital patients are put 
to Hardship? 

(b) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 
placing a Ward Master at the front of the Emergency Ward? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED (on behalf of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (o) No. The difficulty as separately 
pointed out by the honourable member i» reported to be due to the 
paucity of sufficient number of stretcher hearers. The matter will be 
enquired into. 

(b) No. 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will t lie Parliamentary Under- 
secretary be pleased to state whether an enquiry wie actually made 1 ' 

Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: Yes, an enquiry was made. 

Mr, ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: WLa were the findings of that 
ctaquiry ? 

Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED: In t lie opinion of Government, the 
difficulty, referred to, was not due to the paucity of Ward Masters but 
it was due to the paucity of stretcher-bearers. The whole matter is 
receiving the consideration of Government. 


Government Agricultural Demonstration Farm at Kalimpong. 

22. Mr. W. C. PATTON: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture and Industries Department he pleased to state with res- 
pect to the Government Agricultural Demonstration Farm at Kalim- 
pong — 

{a) the acreage under cultivation; 

(b) the description of the cereals and other crops grown there; / 

(c) how the distribution of the crop harvested with particular 

reference to maize, stating whether it is supplied free, to 
whom supplied and for what purpose; * 

( d ) the amount of maize crop harvested per annum, per acre, and 

* where the original seed was obtained from ; 
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(c) what steps, if any, have been taken to improve the cultivators' 
crops by distribution of seed free or otherwise; apd 

(f) what benefit the cultivators in the Darjeeling district are receiv- 
ing from the maize seed produced annually in large quanti- 
ties at the farm? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) G4 acres, 

( b ) Maize, aman paddy, marua, kahti dal, mashyem kahtt , soyabean, 
wheat, flax, sugarcane, Napier grass, vegetables and fruits. 

(c) The unfit grains are sold in the local market to be used as cattle 
food, and the better seeds are reserved either for distribution or for the 
use of the department. A statement showing the distribution of the 
maize seeds during 1938-3!) to 1940-41 is laid on the Table. 

(d) The annual outturn varies from 15 to 25 inaunds i>er acre 
according to weather conditions. Golden .Beauty and Sutton’s Giant 
varieties were imported from America and the rest were local varieties. 

(c) Seeds of improved varieties are distributed free of cost to the 
khasmahal tenants e\ery year through two Agricultural Sub-Overseers 
maintained by the Board of Revenue for agricultural improvement 
works. 

(/) As maize is the staple food with the people of this district, the 
cultivation of this crop is so widely extended that the present area under 
improved maize in Go\ eminent estates is estimated to be about 25,0(10 
acres and this is flue to the cultivators getting free supply of the 
improved maize seeds from the farms for many years. 


Statement ref erred to in r> ply to clause (c) of unstar red question No. 22. 



1938-39. 

1939-40. 

J 94^1-41 


Mds. 

Mds. 

Mds. 

(1) Free distribution from the grant of the 
Bfcard of Revenue 

19 

11 

4 

(2) Sold to cultivators and others 

9 

17} 

311 

(3) Free distribution by the department in 
other districts of Bengal for growing 
of fodder crop 

186} 

111 

288} 

(4) Sold to private parties outside the Dar- 
jeeling district 

26 

9 

0 


Distress of agriculturists in Chandpur subdivision. 

23/ dir. JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that there is economic distress prevailing in the subdivision of 
Chandpur, Tippera; 
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(it) that aman paddy crop of the last season was damaged by a 
kind of dangerous insects in that subdivision ; and 

(in) that a large number of people of the No. 2 Kalocho Union, 
Hajiganj police-station within that subdivision, have submit- 
ted a petition to the District Magistrate of Tippera, praying 
for immediate gratuitous relief and agricultural loans a few 
days ago? 

(h) If the answer to (a) ( iii ) is in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of granting gratuitous relief and 
agricultural loans to give relief to the poor agriculturists of that 
subdivision ? 

The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) (i) No general 

distress prevails in the subdivision. 

( 11 ) About one-eighth of t lie a man paddy crop of the last season was 
damaged by insect pest in several villages in Kalaeliow union of Haji- 
gunj police-station. 

( ih ) Two such petitions were received. 

(b) Yes. A sum of Ks. 75,000 has been allotted as agricultural 
loan for this subdivision out of which a sum of Ks. 74,995 has been 
distributed. 

Gratuitous relief of Ks. 1,300 from Government grant and Ks.350 
from the District Board grant have been allotted for this subdivision. 
Out of these sums Rs.550 has already been distributed. A quantity of 
rice from the charitable relief fund has also been distributed. 

Baddy husking centres are being opened in the affected areas and 
a sum of Ks. 5,000 lias been allotted tor the purpose. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether, out of the gratuitous relief of Ks. 1,300 from Government 
grant and Ks. 350 from the District Board grant, any amount. was given 
to Kalocho Union within Hajiganj police-station ? 

The Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that no amount' 
was given out of the gratuitous relief fund or out of the District Board 
Fund to the Kalocho Union 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. You can ask for 
info‘i motion by putting a fresh supplementary question but you cannot 
supply information in the form of a question, 
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Mr. SHAHEDALI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any amount has been given to the Union from which 
Mr. Jonah Ali Majumdar, a member of the Opposition, has come to this 
House..* 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Farms under Union Boards. 

24. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture ami Industries Department be pleased to 
state — , 

(a) how many Union Board farms are at present in existence; 

(b) how many such farms Government intend to establish in the 

coming year (i.e., 1941-42); and 

(c) what amount, if any, has been provided for the purpose for the 

year 1941-42? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) 190 out of which 9G will 
complete this year the 1 term of three years for which they were sanc- 
tioned. 

(b) 113. 

(c) Rs. 19.323. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to give us some idea of the nature of w'ork that has 
been done by the Union Board farms? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That cannot lie answered in a question. 

i 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will (he Hon'ble Minister 
tell u.s the names of the (list nets ju which these Union Hoard farms 
have beeu established? 

Th. Hon’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any Union Board farm has been established 
in the district of Jessore? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think members can get all these informations 
from the report of the Agriculture Department. 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Nothing is being done; only 
reports are coming out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you be happy if there is a Union Board farm 
in your district? (Laughter.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: It is no question of being happy, 
Sir. 

Acquisition of lands for a municipal market at Rangpur. 

25. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRAVERTY: (<n Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ijncal Self- 
Government Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(/) that the Commissioners of the Rangpur Municipality in pur- 
suance to a resolution unanimously adopted on the 4th 
November, 1939, to acquire lands tor the purpose of opening 
a municipal market within the municipal area requested 
the Collector to take necessary steps tor acquiring more or 
less 3 -98 acres ot land f or the purpose ; 

(ft) that a notification about the proposed acquisition was published 
in the Calcutta Gazette on the 23rd of January, 1941 ; and 

(Hi) that subsequently the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division 
informed the Chairman of the Rangpur Municipality that 
the acquisition should not be proceeded with? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( ui ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state the reasons for which the proposed acquisi- 
tion has been given up? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (•) and (tit) Yes. 

(it) The notification under section 4 of the Land Acquisition Act, 
1894, was published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 1st February, 1940. 

(b) There were two valid objections relating to permanent structures 
at the proposed site and both the Land Acquisition Deputy Collector 
and the Collector were of opinion that there would be sufficient space 
for a well-planned bazar even after the exclusion of the structures from 
acquisition. The Collector also held that as the proposed bazar would 
be within one-fourth of a mile from the existing bazar, it was not only 
unnecessary but that it would also create rivalry between the pro- 
prietor of the existing baxar and the Municipal authorities. As the 
Municipal Commissioners were unwilling to exclude the structures in 
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question from acquisition, the Collector recommended that the acquisi- 
tion, should not be proceeded with. This view was endorsed by the 
Divisional Commissioner. The proposal was examined by Government, 
and it was decided that the acquisition should not be proceeded with. 


Repair of Old Benares Road between Howrah and Shoakhala. 

26. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) what progress has been made up to date for improving the Old 

Benares Road from Howrah to Sheakhala; 

(b) what amount has already been spent in this project; 

(c) what amount has been allotted during the current financial 

year; and 

(d) when the wtTrk is expected to be completed P 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimtorar: 

(<j) Progress is behind schedule as land acquisition proceedings have 
taken longer time than was anticipated. 

(b) Up to the end of June. 11141. Its. oh, 881 has been spent. 

(c) The budget provision for 1941-42 is Rs. 1,75,000, but owing to 
the delay in obtaining the land, it is unlikely that more than Rs. 1,25, 000 
will now be spent. 

(d) March or April, 1948. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Family allowance to oertain security prisoners. 

Ml. Mr. FRAtUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
his attention has been drawn to the question of family allowance in 
respect of the following security prisoners: — 

(1) Srijut Birendru Chandra Chatterji, 

(2) Srijut Amulya Chandra Adhikari, 

(3) * Srijut Atindra Mohan Roy, 

(4) Srijut Debendra Chandra Ghosh, and 

(5) Srijut Amulya Chandra Mukherji? 


14 



194 


QUESTIONS. 


[1st August, 


( b ) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action 
has been, or is likely to be, taken immediately by Government? 

(o) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, do the Government con- 
sider the desirability of going into the question immediately? 

' ( d ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the above security prisoners 
are the only supporters of their families? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the dependants of the said 
security prisoners are in a state of starvation as there is nobody to 
support their families? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government consider the desir- 
ability of granting maintenance allowance to their families? 

(//) If the answer to (j) is in the negative, will t}ie Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the above security prisoners 
were granted family allowance during their previous detention in 
1980-38 P 


Th« Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: <«) and (h) Yes. 

(b) Applications for allowances received from them were rejected 
but on review have been allowed in the case of Babu Amulya Chandra 
Adhikari and Babu Atindru Mohan Bov. 

(c) Does not arise; but 1 have had all these cases reviewed. 

(d) No, with the exception of Babu Birendra Chandra Chattel jee. 

(r) My information is that neither statement is correct. 

(/) and d/) Do not arise. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In answer (</) the Hon’ble Minister 
admits that Birendra Chandra Chat ter jee is the only supporter of his 
family. Do Government contemplate giving any maintenance allowance 
to his family consisting of his wile and two kiddies? 

The Hon'bls Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very likely he was 
one who supported his family, but 1 believe his family can be maintained 
by liis relations. That is the reason why we have not granted any 
allowance. But I will look into it again. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will kindly review this case again? 

< 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. He has said that he will look into the 
matter. 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will th* Hon’ble Minuter be 

pleased to state whether Government will kindly have these oases 
enquired into and reviewed by officers other than police officers P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot give a 
guarantee about that, but, as a rule, District Magistrates also enquire 
into such cases. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer ((f), will 
the H^n’ble Minister be pleased to give us the names of the supporters 
of the families of these prisoners as defined under rule 26? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL .CHANDRA 8EN: I must lodge an emphatic protest 
against such evasive reply as “I ask for notice”. Here is a categorical 
statement that the families of these prisoners have got no other 
supporters, but the Hon’ble Minister does not come prepared with the 
names of the supporters. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 do not think I have 
got them either. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer (c), 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether he has made 
enquiries into those cases with regard to the statements made by the 
prisoners or their relatives? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the information that 
we had in our possession these cases were reviewed and on t he basis of 
that decision was taken. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have (xmsidered the desirability 
of making enquiries al>out these cases through the local officers — either 
the district Magistrate or the Subdivisional Magistrate — instead of 
police officers? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not in a position 
to give any definite reply. These enquiries are made through the local 
officers, but I cannot tell you specifically whether they are done by the 
police or the executive officers. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In the course of reviewing the 
casesnlid the Hon’ble Minister try to find out the supporters of the 
families of those gentlemen to whom the Government did not sanction 
any allowance? 
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TUt Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable 
member by that means whether I tried to go into the villages and find 
out who they were, I say “No’\ 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the reply of the 
Hon’ble Minister 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite clear that he has not personally gone 
to the villages, but he has gone through the files. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(anawer to which was laid on the table) 

Appointments m connection with A.R.P. works. 

16. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of appointments either temporary or permanent 
in the — 

(a) Executive, 

(h) Clerical, and 
(c) Menial 

staff made during the current financial year, for Air Raid 
Precautions; and 

(u) how many of them are — 

(a) Hindus, 

(b) Muslims, and 

(c) Christians 

in each of the said branches of service? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: u) (a) 21. 

(6) 19. 

(c) 29. 



Executive. Clerical. 

Menial. 

(*»') («) 

... 8 14 

17 

(b) 

... 4 6 

7 

(c) 

... 9 

... 

Hihknen 

••• ... 

5 
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Mr. SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, these appointment* 

have been made very recently. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why communal ratio, particularly in executive, clerioal and 
menial services, was not maintained and why 9 posts out of 21 had 
already been given to the Christians? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On account of the special 

nature of the work and urgency of the appointments. Well, the 
honourable member is not a supporter of the communal ratio. 
(Laugther. ) 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why out of 21 only 4 posts went to Muslims? 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has answered that question. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: We have not heard the reasons 
and we al*o want to know who are the appointing authorities. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker. Sir, may I once more 
beg leave of the House to move my adjournment motion regarding 
Government’s order relating to a class of prisoners called by Govern- 
ment terrorist prisoners whom we consider as a section of political 
prisoners! On the last occasion, Sir, you were examining the question 
of admissibility 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ^et us hear Sir Nazimuddin. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I want to give you the points from 
where I left. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary. Is there any objection on 
the part of Government to this motion being taken up? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do object, Sir, because 
there is no question of urgency. These people were dealt with by the 
law courts and in the normal course their release was not due. As a 
special act of clemency Government decided to release them before 
their time and in view of the altered circumstances they have now 
decided to change their policy. Therefore, there is no question of 
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urgency about it. Action in tbe normal oourse of law is being followed. 
What the normal procedure should be, what the law courts have 
decided, all these questions can be raised by other methods than an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What other method? 

Thi Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: By private member’s 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have looked into this question. There is 
nothing before the House yet. There is only reference to political 
prisoners, but as I understand, so long Government did not admit 
terrorist prisoners to be political prisoners. f 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, no. There is no 
such thing as that, Sir. Of course, I do not know what that resolution 
about political prisoners is, but as far as this is concerned, the question 
can be debated at the time when the budget conies up. 

Mr. SPEAKER:. There is the only point about urgency. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is in normal course 
that the change of policy has been announced. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is one thing which I want to say in this 
connection. The resolution of Mr. Sutya Priya Banerji deals with the 
Defence of India Act prisoners and other political prisoners. If this 
resolution includes the contention of the mover of the adjournment 
motion, then the motion cannot cxune up for discussion. It is only on 
the basis that the resolution does not include his contention that this 
motion may come up. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submit that my motion relates 
to a matter entirely different from what Mr. Sutya Priya Banerji had 
in view when he gave notice of resolution No. «S. A> you will be 
pleased to notice from the short statement that I have submitted, I 
intend to criticise the present decision of the Government ot Bengal 
as announced in the press communique. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It means the decision of Government not to 
release the prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not even with conditions. t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not to pursue the policy of November, 1939? 

Vt 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: That is it, Sir. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It does not really mean release 
unconditionally or forthwith. It is a position in which Government 
has resiled from their own declared policy. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y our point, so far as this motion is concerned, 
is that while you do not in any way enter into the question as to 
whether the prisoners should he unconditionally released or not, you 
say that the policy of conditional release should not he changed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Xazimuddin, have you got anything 1 to say on 
this issue? As I understand it. the motion of Mr. Kalya Priya Banerji 
relates to the unconditional release ol the political prisoners forthwith. 
The position is that there is a policy of Government which was 
declared, namely, they were prepared to release certain prisoners under 
certain conditions. Go\ernment, tor reasons of their own, have now 
changed their policy and said that they are not prepared to abide by 
their old decision, and ha\e made a new policy, n:., not to release 
the prisoneis. I do not enter into the discussion as to whether you 
are right or wrong. All 1 want to say is that supposing a man considers 
that this change of policy is of such importance as re (pi ires a discussion 
in this House then what will he the attitude of Government? As a 
matter ol fact, Government themselves consider it sufficiently emergent 
since they have issued a press communique (Tries of “hear, hear”, 
from the Congress Benches.) 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government only 
announced it b\ a press communique, because they thought that there 
might he some misunderstanding. This question can he discussed by 
means of a special motion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Anyway, the only thing in bar before us is the 
motion of Mr. Satya Priya Baneiji. But it seems on going through 
in details that cannot stand in the way. There mav he difference of 
opinion on the point as to whether this is an urgent matter or not. 
But it is entirely a matter as to how one looks at if. The question 
of a man being released from prison is a matter which may legitimately 
be considered as of very great urgency. If Government change their 
policy and if a prisoner is released a day earlier, it means personal 
. liberty to a man at an earlier date, ((’lies of “bear, hear” from the 
Congress Benches. ) 

I bold that the motion is in order and I would ask the House whether 
the honourable memlter has the leave of the House to move his motion. 

Is there any objection? 


The Hofi’bto Khwaia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes Kir 



800 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUl^. 


[ AUUUBX, 


Mr. SPEAKER: I will then request those honourable members 
who are in support of the motion to rise in their seats. 

(The requisite number of members having risen in their seats in 
support of the motion.) 

The motion is admitted and I fix 6 p.m. to-day as the tiine for taking 
it up. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you 
kindly consider this fact that we have got only one day a week for 
non-official business, and postpone the discussion of this motion till 
Monday next? 

Mr, SPEAKER: I believe, this matter is considered to be of such 
urgency that even the non-official resolution might stand over. 


GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1841. 

The Report of the Select Committee of the Bengal Markets Regu- 
lation Bill, 1941, was then presented. 


Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1940. 

The ad interim report of tlie Select Committee on the Bengal Pure 
Food Bill, 1940, was then presented. 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

Gumti embankment and prevention of breaches. 

Mr, MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
is of opinion that immediate steps should be taken up by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal to frame a comprehensive scheme to prevent breaches 
of the Gumti river embankment. 

fiprai \5tWI 

▼ftra ^rtfir *ilwwi ^ vfoni \ 

ftjHFW rtosfc 1 O ft yjk fa ygtfWTt 
♦ftrpnr tv i trfr cfafa fa stfinn jfBR i&m c* fsr 
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cwtf tou to i toTO tow i$T3 TOsi itfiro *ftfir ci $gi 
toebts $tfro TOs cro^TO TO toto to fSpjTO 4* TO $vrg~ 
l$*l ^ftCOTE I Sv TO*1l«M *c<r *pf J-TO TO* TO cTOs fi*l3 ** 
to* to to* $*i 4TPt toTOf ffiro rtros i cTOnffa TO stfinn 
c* toi t* sfrrre fr^jsi ftro tot s orfirit* TO 4*; toi, cvfcwtft, 
<TOt*RTO, *TOto 5tfTO, crTO 4 *; TOrcrtft TOftrs 4TO f*TO TO 
JftfifJ rf?r3C^ I ^TOttl T nTO 3^W"t *tft $ £ *^*1 TOsTO 4*t *lHf ^5T 

f3j<JTO TOTO fira t c a * ^r $*t3T*1* firTOW" ^ * 3 * to 4 *; 

TOFt* Tff ISTO *<TO* TO *<7f* *wn 'TO 6 t TOTO TO 6 ! TOuSCl, 4** 3tTO*I 

*;*n *fi g fr rere i **m faron *fto «ri *t3<trofr* S^rTOsi TO*i 
*tto to* wfc *f*m ^t P r c sf l i ^ >*>><* TOitft *TO 

*7*TtTO r *TO 3**tTO ’ITOT ijtjgs ^fTOr BW *3 *TW* CTOft ??TO TO1 
t$T 3 rrTO ^o* \?)$t Ttc 7 !’^ wrtf* TOt* w^n <71 ^jrt* Stoto ^ 1**1- 
3tT1 4$*H feq — “This Council recommends to the Governor in 
Council that immediate steps V>e taken to protect from damage by floods 
the areas of land on the two sides of the Gumti river in the district of 
Tippera between Bibirbazar and Jafarganj.” 

tpstro c^tfasjt ^TO tott* firfesj far TO^TOi TO*i WTO* 

4*r oTOfa wsi cvw i tpsro* TO'r* tjTsr^TO ^nrt^jR, TtTOTO 

wjwz, rftft TO** *y* 4* TOTTifhfr *ws\ trro tor i *t?»n TOtm 

3**fTO 3t*!ft$ *TO7 ft trTOR tfW TOR 1 ^ *<* *W ** 
tpTOft TO rtroi ; fro 3<*tTO totoi *i3 < ft*c*fti 
tffs^tOT cTO TOi t*i ^ ctos TOri^ totob tprtror ^ ^ 
stra to Ttctr? rfl- 

’ToBr TOtj toi tti (Ti , vto: itTO & nftiw 

^#*r TOTt?r iiTO yrm ?rfin?R i fin, fi’tu TO ^^ronr w 3trT*i 
^ ’l^cii 43 STOf 7 ' TOtf (7i cro^ ^snrrar TOr^t, fircro s TO^m 
4 fro? TO ^t37i feTOi TOn 4tTOi tn vtrtr TO*f3 v*n 

tfTTOR To y ftr&TO ^ I cTOfr TOTO TO ^ 

fSrpiTO^r c^ ^3 ’itfirs »tc3C?j 4^* ttrz firpi fir^r *R w*r 
JJT ^1713 TOl[t?7» TOrj r^ C 3C g 3t7l TOro? CTOy^ft^ ^jTOC’Br W15 
facts and figures Jjr S«tf%3 TOrTO I Indian Civil Servioe^f 
Mr. J. E. Webster^^ fiwtem Bengal District Gazetted Tippera edition 
rtC3 4 TOTS Slf3 

Again in 1T84 there were floods and the embankment along the- 
Gumti gave way. The Resident wrote:— “The depth of water in any 
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part of the parganas is not less than 10 feet, and in many parts is 20 
feet. The memory of men does not furnish an instanoe of such floods”. 
Maherkul seems to have suffered worst. At the time the only measures 
taken were to stop collections and repair the embankment, but in the 
following cold weather the rabi crop failed, and the people were left 
starving; 1,500 were fed daily by the Resident, but he estimated that 
7,000 people died of the famine, and that 12,000 had gone away to other 
parts in search of relief. 

In 1788 the Gumti embankment was breached, and the Resident 
complained of the difficulty of repairing it; the price of coarse rise rose 
to 23 seers a rupee, which was considered abnormally high, and the 
Collector of Chittagong sanctioned agricultural loans and temporary 
remissions of revenue to “meet the dreadful state of t 4 he district” and 
restrictions were placed on the export of food grains. 

In 1794 Gumti embankment burst again, causing much damage, and 
the Resident proposed that it should either be levelled or t hat perma- 
nent gaps should be made in it to allow the water to escape gradually 
when it passed a certain height. 

Heavy floods in September, 1900, breached the Gumu embankment 
and damaged much of the standing crops, and eventually ouh a 10-anna 
crop of winter rice was reaped. Distress was, however, confined to 
the poorest class of people 

The only embankment in the district is the Gumti embankment. 
This consists of two earthen hanks on either side of the Gumti river 
from Bibirbazar where it debouches into the plains to Jatarganj, a 
distance of 20 miles. 

, At one time breaches in this embankment were so frequent and so 
disastrous that its abandonment was suggested, and as an alternative 
the north embankment from Sola mil to Jatrapur was lowered in 1893 
so as to allow an easier exit to the waters in high flood. Even so the 
river level during the rains considerably above that of the surround- 
ing country and breaches of the embankment are infrequent. « 

In 1900 the embankment was breached in several places, and serious 
damage was caused to crops over large tracts of country. The inunda- 
tions caused by the breaches at Subarnapur about 4 miles above 
Comilla and Kdbarpur. about 8 miles below ('omilla, were specially 
destructive. It is said that with the extension of cultivation and the 
clearing of the slopes in Hill Tippera the floods come down with even 
greater rapidity and violence than formerly. In 1910 Mr. ('. A. White, 
Superintending Engineer, was deputed by Government to report on the 
embankment. 1 


or wt *a to c^rtcro statOL to c*rt* •rprftm 
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i $• ?iro to?W* not? :>o$ 
ferm *tftr*?r tfr»jT5? toi to c? <5 ?ctt toti soo ??' TO? it? j 
gtfro ^ vo ?< TO? TOfTO itur? to? ?fc TO ? f f|? i $*j 

??it!r *rf%TO 6 ?* ft* rtfltf?? TOnn estimate rtra j 

?t?l TO I <$ StfifW? tTC*JTO TOC3 TOl TO C? *&><* TO? TOTft (™$ 

?* ftTO to? ?£ TO?rffe? i 

^OV ?CTO TOttl ?TOfl estimate 7C3 V0.000 ft* *f% 

?f??TI ■??! S^TOs? (vide answer of question of 28th February, 1930). 

S&0& TOS ??Tt? C?f35t?t vftTO S ?TOtT^t ^Sf^T?TC^T? W & f 

TO-^Jhri;*f to? ?S # TO?tfw? i vttro cTO??. TOfro?, TOt^pr 4* 

Hft?? £$f%TO to? *r? r^tfe? 4 * toti <S$f? 

TO ?f # ?tf 3 ?r r^fltfe? I rwf?rf? VftTO, TOTUTO, ?f?? 4 ?* TOTO 
to?! vftTO *tftro 4 i?r ?frro *$f?ror 3 vftTO TOrotTO 
$5fTO*r? TOT ^rrTOiTO to r£?tfe? 1 (^f fr l TO ^*^1* 

tP^US? l) TOTO TOto? tftTO Ttuz TO?1 4 ft? C'TO r , C'TOffa TOTI rtTO 
TOttc* TOn TO? TO i c ?TO? $i*t? TOt* TOfortfe 1 TOTO ?ft 
TOTO TOfpr? ftfta ot $ro frotCTO < 5 lrf? to* ?;? ij«ftc? $^5 *fesf$ — 

“The. matter lm* already been examined by 1 lie experts of Govern- 
ment and the conjunction of an escape on the Gumti bank with the 
object of disposing of a portion of the Hood and giving some relief to 
the affected area, is undei consideration.” 

30th September, 1937. 

“Measures to stop the occurrence of breaches are under considera- 
tion.” 

28th February, 1939. 

“A survey was made with a view to examine the proposal of 
escape. 

23rd March, 1939. 

“I propose, to obtain the views of members of both Houses of the 
Legislature representing the aiea concerned at conference to be held 
cu the 20th December. 1939 “ 

19<h December, 1939. 

’rt^Tif =r#r =Kr|mnH & >m rtcj umi o?fkrz at =r&riK 

sRhwt zg*z rtctt ?tp\ 51 rcttrfr? yft" mte tst ficsn itm 

<?R5i sfSrt 4^ 

^*£S< *ff*W J|<nrr<fr<W TJfTJ WTS rtcsp *ftJR f*TSt«R W OTt* 

arranrsrar m 1 g+ fa rcr ru^ a 
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♦ft* I fiTO (7TTO 4 'ifelW OTO *ftft TO® 

*fro to TO 1 ^jlrtfrTO ^tfi TO <71 TO® toTO crofefc TOf tot i 

fctftfa OOFf TOTO TOTO TO%*H — 

“Breaches occur almost annually and some damage is caused to crops/* 

TO yfy ww croTO TO 3tfro <tt «nt fefir ftTO 

TOr rtfftopf 1 cTOto $to fros ^ to<; croTO TOnffa TO** 

S®* 4*Tfo*ta to to iTOta *r? $$t p 3T$ w 3tr3 fippi firTO TOta 
TOT fit* 6 ! 5Rf TO I 

t^TO 1 ^*0 fe®TO fro c^rt^TO utfinn c® , ®pTOt 

^TO! CTO m 1 I Eft T3 ^ftaf ®Tt*0 TO S^F ^TlTO *ftfi3 I 

TO TO TOTO TO, *ttfc m$ rim %ftS I WC^TTOC^R^ ®fi?T fi*f® 

rt®i 1 tot 4 ®; ^jnTO rtro nro c«fTt<4 ^pto 

TOt^r TOTO tftfan Sfertc^ 1 *rtft TOn-fi*ps TOpTO TOm *i;TO 

4 uto fi®fe fiTO 1 

*f ^t ®WT7fff TOT *TCPTO t$CA CQ TPfTI 4FTT1 T^TTtl^ 3l51 ^T3T® 

«rtju? ® toTO 1 TO *fro tr*nf^5 TOr< ® TOr wtfro TOpsTO 

<71 <rot* ifro *$firro TO <«t TOi ^ *wt$t ^ltTOT $ 
fTOre >c N TOn offGTn states 1 nrnrro tSftrrc® TO <H o,oa(\ TOn 
W ^ftnrfvSt TOTst owo ^TOi c*ot stmes 1 $$firro *jfi 41*1 

o,oo« N $tm ^ *wtf 3 TOfar *jt f TOm ><k iroi c^s^n ^ 

tfT«rTOt'5t 6 f f^R frm rtrs nr3 1 totot ^TOtos ^ to^tius 

frt^l C*fOT 5tTTtO? I Crop loan 4?T’ test reliefi]^ CTO TOT! TO 
yfrreflE Ml I ilfr ^TO TOTTl tf<ftf^3 w<3 -snr^^ ^Tl (71 fr TOl 

3 t fro "tftn ftrRnn Srt 1 ~<f\ ^tocro to ^nrtro y^T3 fet^n tov 

♦ttGTn ^ 3 , fro, ’tts^l ^T3CU Ml | (71 TO CTO TOtff*! $ 

TOtfe ^ nrtcro tot ’iwrm to® rintcu toc® ^tTOTTO^ 

jtsTO* to s ^TO TOt 5rfro to TOcro ; fro. ^otr<$ TOTO ^tsrtm 
toti TO itTOf 1 #n TOtft TOIrr TOi TO 6 ! ®firr3 TO *n 1 ^t®i 
TO CTOJt^l giro <7R 3tTO TO 5Ti sn 1 

cTOJt ^t<i fro f%5^ to 1 ( } ) ’i^ro 1 

(\) f5^pri w 4 ®: ( 0 ) ^ 3 ^ 1 *r*TO Vstfws 

*ro toh utron ctotouthi vftro, toh 5 TO^rtro wftro 
$ 'nwm ^t^FTO^TO Pwt ?tr3 tfft ^’nr T3® TOto TOn 

frrtfr %i TOro 1 fin, TO tto cTO to®i TOtsc^t ^ 1 firpn cfcfc 's 
TOfin w to® *r*i< ®wtTO g wstpr® 1 warfare ®iww c4*tw 
^Ni ^mr c® TO®? 
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^Trsr^r, TtSrra wt *0FtwWt¥‘ 

rtftnihr ^ti 4 *' wrfra-s i Pwgt 

♦tfwf «c Ffo trstt gr«r ▼firai to <ro ^ott to rtro to i 

Mauhri ABDUL WAHED : W, 4$ *fTO ’Krtt** 

I 

That the word “should,’' in lino 2, of resolution No. 1 after the 
word “steps” be deleted. 

Mr. MAQBUL H08AIN: Sir, I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Wahed was then put and agreed to. 

Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the (iutnti 
Embankment is th^ problem of all problems that have been facing the 
middle and north-west Tippera for a long time. Government’s approach 
towards this all-engrossing problem bus hitherto been very unsatis- 
factory and particularly dilatory. I have every doubt if Government 
can at all realize the full gravity of the situation brought in every year 
by the floods during the rains. Every year the embankment gives way 
in some places. Enormous loss to property, crops and lives has been a 
matter of annual recurrence. Agitations, discussions, applications and 
supplications have been made from all possible quarters but Government 
do not appear to be serious in the matter. Tinkering attempts, though 
made at times, do not touch even the fringe of the problem which is so 
vast and so serious. It is high time that Government should take up 
courage in both hands and come out with a bold and definite scheme for 
its solution without any further delay. The situation has reached its 
breaking point. The major portion of the district of Tippera stands 
the risk of being depopulated if no effective and remedial measure is 
put into operation within a short time. It is understood that this 
standing menace has been under the consideration of the Government 
for about a quarter of a century, but it is highly regrettable that within 
6uck a long period of time Government have not been able to come to a 
definite decision as to bow best to tackle the menace. Fut-salaried 
experts and extra-experts are maintained by the Government at the cost 
of the public,- but it is deplorable thut these gentlemen also have not 
succeeded to present a definite and concrete scheme. Suggestions at 
random are of uo avail. 

Sir, last year there was a joint conference held in the Secretariat 
* presided over by the Hon'ble Minister in charge and attended by the 
departmental experts and M.L.A.’s and M.L.C. s representing Tippera. 
It was. decided that the total knocking-off of the embankment would be 
a better Solution than to extend and strengthen it. Since then, more 
than a year has rolled by, and much water has flown down the Gumti, 
but the problem stands where it was — rather in a more acute form 
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year. Of course, it was also discussed that certain survey an d observa- 
tion would have to be made. We do not know if anything has been 

done towards that direction. During my budget speech in the last 

session I raised this point, but no reply was made by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to throw any light on the question. 

Sir, one shudders to think of the devastations caused by the floods 
brought in by the breaches in the embankment this year. Sir, you 

cannot fully realise and draw a picture in your mind’s eye, unless you 

see with your own eyes the scene of havoc and ruinations left by the 
flood in its train. This year there occurred breaches in the embank- 
ment at Galabari, Kahetura, Bur-buria, Chhaguria, Raghunathpur, 
Bighnabad and Sibnagar. Unions Amratoli and Panchthubi within 
police-station Kotwali, Unions Shalonal, Bakshiomul, Burichaug, 
Rajapur, Shahebabad, Shashidal, Chandla, Madhabpur, Brabmanpara 
and Bharilla within police-station Burichang; Unions Jafarganj, 
Barkanta, Dhamti, Gunaighar, Subil, Debidwar, Fatehabad and 
Barasalghar within police-station Debidwar have been affected by the 
floods. Some of these unions have been worst affected. Total area 
affected would be roughly 100 square miles entailing a damage to crops 
and properties of about iio to 30 lakhs of rupees in round figures. 
Besides this the floods caused more or less damage to some unions in 
police-stations Muradnagar and Kasba. 

Sir, when the breaches occurred first the roaring sounds of the 
lushing waters dashing from the river down to the lower plain would be 
heard from one or two miles off. The whole affected area was a vast 
sheet of surging waters intervened only by houses and trees floating 
here and there. People and cattle have tq be shifted from the worst- 
affected area to other places for shelter. The crops were totally wash- 
ed away, not leaving even a green blade of grass floating in the fields. 
Kahitura breach presented a peculiar phenomenon. Some drones of 
lands beyond the breach have been converted into a veritable desert 
by deposits of hilly sands. The tanks in the villages near the breach 
have been filled up with sands, thus rendering them quite unfit for use. 

Sir, in these our untold miseries and sufferings, the only redeeming 
feature was that we got a sympathetic Collector in Khan Bahadur 
Kalimuddin Ahmed and an energetic Subdivisional Officer in Mr. M. R. 
Sarkar. Both of these officers set to work with the zeal of a reformer 
and the self-denial of a hermit. They went out to the affected areas 
even during heavy torrential rains and storms without looking to their 
personal comforts and solaced the distressed people and made better 
arrangements for them by supplying them with rice and other eatables. 

I am sure these officers will remain evergreen in the grateful recollec- 
tion of the people of the North Subdivision. Comilla, and 1 mention 
this here as I feel, if the officers had not worked so hard as they did, the 
suflnrings and distress of the people would have known no bounds. 
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In conclusion, I can only reiterate that it is almost criminal on the 
part of Government to have left the problem unsolved so long. I urge 
upon the Government on behalf of the distressed people to find out gome 
definite scheme and to put the same into execution by the next dry 
season. I take this opportunity of informing Government that the 
money allotted for gratuitous relief, test relief and agricultural loam* 
is not adequate; more money should be found for the purpose. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to support 
the resolution moved by my honourable friend Mr. Maqbul Husain. My 
friend has already stated the extent of damage done by the Gumti floods 
from year to year. To this situation the attention of the Government 
was drawn as early as 1 9 1 fi and, over years ago, with a view to build 
certain protective embankments and for improving the condition of the 
Gumti embankment Government proposed to enter into certain nego- 
tiations with His Highness the Maharaja of Hill Tippera. But, Sir, 
even to-day this embankment has remained without any repair, and 
during the last five years the present Government also have done 
nothing and, I am afraid, have not fulfilled their rosy promises which 
were made by the Hou'ble Ministers from year to year about improving 
flood prevention measures. Sir, it was stated as early as 1917 that 
although the flood conditions in Western Bengal received perhaps a 
little more attention due to the proximity of the capital, the cry of the 
flood-stricken people on the Gumti banks has remained always a far, 
far cry, so far as the prospect of getting any redress is concerned. After 
:i lapse of a quarter of a century when much water has flown under the 
bridges all over India we find that to-day we have come here during the 
regime of a Ministry, supposed to be a popular Ministry, which has 
already had made certain promises about improving the irrigation 
system for the purpose of mitigating the ravages of flood and so on and 
so forth Gumti continues to overflow and work its havoc 
year after year. I hope at least this time as a result of this matter 
being brought to the notice of the Government, Government will not 
fail to take energetic steps to give remedy and redress. 

Sir, to-day we are bearing about famine conditions and scarcity due 
to failure of crops often times on account of flood. Sir, when flood 
and famine actually play havoc there is a crying need for relief work 
and the resources of Government, we are told, are not always equal to 
meet the demands. Only the other day we were informed by the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister that in certain places where the whole land 
w^i submerged under w r ater and the people were suffering from acute 
distress, it was not possible for Government even to undertake test 
relief work or other relief measures seriously because of the difficulties 
existing there. 
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Sir, once these conditions which bring about flood and famine 
consequent upon flood are allowed to continue, it is no good Govern- 
ment coming forward year after year pleading inadequacy of its 
resources. Sir, from the accounts which we get from the earlier 
records we find that the Gumti flood has resulted in as many as 12 to 15 
thousand people migrating from the Gumti banks to other areas in 
search of relief and shelter. To-day we know that the flood conditions 
in all these areas have become so acute that it is not possible for Govern- 
ment to meet the needs adequately by giving gratuitous relief. When 
we are confronted with the situation of devastation due to flood, nothing 
but gratuitous relief is called for and Government finds its resources 
absolutely inadequate. If they had, instead of tinkering with test 
relief work, taken timely step with a view to put these embankments 
under repair, where necessary to reconstruct them on, a new plan, to 
tackle and prevent this menace of flood, I think, Sir. these crop failures 
might have been to a very large extent prevented, and the extent to 
which by timely precaution these crop failures would be prevented, to 
that extent the people would gain protection against ravages of famine 
consequent on failure of crop. 

Sir, here from the eastern part of the province comes the cry of the 
afflicted people who suffer from time to time as a result of the Gumti 
flood. Let this be an eye-opener. The Hon’ble Minister has only got 
to make a cursory perusal of the older records of the legislative proceed- 
ings and debates. Information given by the earlier members of Govern- 
ment will give him a very good account, will be illuminating and 
informative to acquaint himself with the great damage the Gumti flood 
usually works out. This problem indeed needs the immediate atten- 
tion of Government. 

I, therefore, rise to support this resolution and, in conclusion, I 
hope that after a period of 25 years which has elapsed, since Govern- 
ment actually took note of the ravages of the Gumti flood, had actually 
made promises, had actually entered into negotiations with the Maharaja 
of Tripura, might come a new era now and we may see the fulfilment of 
unfulfilled pledges and may say that this Government in its enterprise, 
in its intiative is perhaps a little better than and different from its 
predecessor. Otherwise, Sir, it means merely the same old scourge with 
a new garb, because the same old policy of inaction is there, allowing 
the people to perish for sheer want of timely preventive measures. 

Mr. AtIMUDOIN AHMED: ireWfo ’ItTC? TO 

Srj’rfiiTOSfti 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is only one minute left for the adjournment 
motion'to be taken up. I suggest that you speak on the next day. 
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Mr. HIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARt May the honourable 
member hand over this (bolding out a massive volume) to the Hou’ble 
Minister so that he may get the information f 

Mr. SPEAKER; No, there might be a riot. (Laughter.) 

Adjournment motion. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the decision of 
Government to withdraw for the present the concession of premature 
release of terrorist prisoners under conditions as announced through a 
press communique issued on 28th of Juh, 1941, and published in the 
newspapers on the 29th of July, 1941. 

Sir, it is not with an intention of raising acrimonious discussions 
that I bring before this House a motion of this character which relates 
to the liberty of a lurge number of our young men. i move this motion 
with all the emphasis that I can command and probably the House will 
permit me to recall just briefly the history of the question of release of 
terrorist prisoners, whom we call political prisoners, under certain 
conditions. 8ir, the question of release of these young men has engaged 
or had engaged the attention of all parties, practically ail progressive 
parties, during the last general election that sent us to this J legislature. 
Thereafter, Sir, after prolonged discussions between leaders of public 
opinion and ^Government, Government had ultimately come to the deci- 
sion of gradually releasing them, particularly as and wheu Government 
would la* advised by an Advisory Committee to release them either with 
some condition or without some condition. In November, 1939, 
Government issued a resolution detailing the whole policy that Govern- 
ment proposed to follow in this connection. In that resolution which 
was dated Kith of November, 1939, and probably published on the 14th 
November, the following day, which has been mentioned in the recent 
communique, Government reiterated the whole policy as adumbrated as 
early as September, 19-48. That policy consisted in a definite decision 
that Government were not prepared to exercise a general or indis- 
criminate remission of sentences, but Government decided to exercise 
a reasoned clemency based on careful scrutiny of individual cases. An 
Advisory Committee was thereafter constituted to go into individual 
cases. Certain steps that were taken accordingly were also mentioned 
in the communique of November, 1939, and Government announced 
ultimately that out of 457 terrorist prisoners in jail when the present 
Ministry took office, 218 had been released either on expiry of their 
terms of imprisonment or as a result of various degrees of clemency 
shown by Government on their own responsibility. Of the retAifting 
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239 cases referred to the Advisory Committee Government decided to 
release unconditionally 149, on condition 43 and to grant remissions in 
7 cases, while they also at the same time decided that no clemency 
should be shown to 40 prisoners. The total number of prisoners proposed 
to be released on condition was 55 out of whom 15 in course of a few 
months accepted the condition and by the 13th November, 1939, there 
were 40 prisoners of that category in the jails in different parts of the 
province. 

Sir, Government then definitely issued orders that these prisoners 
would be released at any time on accepting the conditions prescribed by 
Government. These were the words actually appearing in the Govern- 
ment resolution, and there was not a word or a suggestion that there 
was any possibility of Government at any future date withdrawing or 
resiling from this position. * 

There were certain circumstances thereafter following as a result 
of which it was not possible either for the Government to release them 
unconditionally or for these young men to sign the declarations required 
of them. Sir, it was unfortunate, unfortunate more for the young men 
than of course for the Government, because it was they who were 
sufferng inside the prison bars. Negotiations for withdrawal of the 
conditions went on and public opinion also was mobilized and it would 
not possibly be unfair for me to recall the great services of our illus- 
trious countryman Srijut Subhus Chandra Bose in that connection who 
organised a series of public meetings throughout the various parts of 
Calcutta and the province demanding release of these prisoners in 
particular and political prisoners in general. A hunger strike followed 
and thereafter some kind of assurance, which I know Sir Nazimuddin 
will deny, was obtained from him, as a result of which the hunger 
strike was given up. It was then informally agreed that after the 
hunger strike was withdrawn, their cases would again be gone into. 
Things thereafter came to a deadlock and it will not possibly be going 
again beyond my limits if I recall how under peculiar circumstances 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who was then one of the members# of the 
Advisory Committee and his collegue Mr. Lalit Chandra Das withdrew 
from the Advisory Committee. vSir, the situation thereafter remained 
more in public attention and Government probably slept over the ques- 
tion for a pretty long time. When, Sir, I had the good fortune of 
being clapped inside the Alipur Central Jail a few months ago I dis- 
covered that things were pretty serious. I found that some of these 
young men were almost on the point of going on another strike, a 
prolonged hunger strike and they claimed that if their countrymen were 
not prepared to think of them, if Government which called themselves 
a popular Government were not prepared to treat them in a manner in 
which even Nazi Government would not do, it would serve no useful 
purpose for them to continuously hang on to the jail and take some 
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rations from the public expenditure. Thereafter, I proposed to them 
whether they were at that stage also prepared to co-operate with us in 
the matter of setting in motion the wheel of gradual release which was 
the Government’s declared policy. I asked the Superintendent, Col. 
Das, who was in office, it he had any suggestions to make and he said 
that Government orders were already with him to release these boys 
at any time that they were prepared to declare their intention to abide 
by the Government conditions. Even then I asked him to make sure 
after reference to the Government if lie could act on the old order which 
was lying with him for a very long time and after 2 or .‘1 days, after 
consultation with the Additional Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Home Department, he communicated to me that he could negotiate with 
the boys and that Government was not only prepared to negotiate but 
was also anxious to see that the declared policy of Government is actually 
set in motion. Mter some time, Sir, there were some negotiations and 
negotiations inside tlie jail took some time, because even Sir Naxim- 
uddin’s Government would not allow one class of prisoners to talk to 
or be in communication with another class of prisoners. With the 
knowledge of the Superintendent and practically through his channel, 
all consultations have to he conducted. After prolonged negotiation 
the boys had certain difficulties which they brought to our notice. 
These difficulties included difficulties for which consultation with 
Government also was necessary, but placed as we were, it wus not 
possible for me to enter into such negotiations and Sir Nazimuddin also 
was unfortunately at that moment out of Calcutta. Ultimately, I 
induced the boys to aeeejrt the condition. Sir, I am not in a position 
to recount the circumstances intervening between that and the negotia- 
tions, hut ultimately the boys did agree and eight of them expressed 
their willingness to sign on a Saturday, probably on the 6th April. 
Thereafter, I went to the Superintendent and asked him if he was 
prepared to release them forthwith. He said : “Yes, Government 
order is final. I can release them to-day, but I will take some time to 
consult Government over the service of Intelligence Branch officers* 
because they have to keep watch on them.” I asked the Superintend- 
ent if Intelligence Branch officers could stop their release. He said : 
“Certainly not, because Government order was final.” Thereafter, the 
boys were asked by me and they went to the office and signed the 
declarations. The declarations were to the effect that the boys would 
keep non-violence and that they would not join any subversive move- 
ment. This declaration was given and they were expected to be 
released on Monday following. Then, Sir, on Monday morning I was 
informed — the Superintendent could not have the courage to inform the 
boys when the boys asked him— he said : “I do not know when they 
will be teleased” and he told me that he had got a letter from Govern- 
ment, a special letter, not an official communication but an unofficial 
letter addressed to him by Mr. Porter advising him not to act yp the 
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old order, although at that moment the Additional Secretary was not 
prepared to take responsibility on himself. Thereafter, Sir, the 
Superintendent was asked at my request to go and communicate this 
position to Government and when I found that it was difficult for him 
to communicate I took the opportunity of communicating with the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Government through my wife. 
Mrs. Murshed was spoken to by my wife who went to interview me in 
the jail, and she was asked by my wife to speak to the Chief Minister, 
because I was not allowed to say what it was that I wanted the interview 
for. It was not permissible under the Jail Code. I simply asked my 
wife to tell Mrs. Murshed to speak to the Chief Minister who was then 
in charge of the portfolio to once come to the jail for God’s sake, 
because it was a very serious matter. It did not concern me personally, 
but it was Government’s own prestige and policy that were involved. 
The Chief Minister assured that he would be coming, but ultimately 
something intervened — Dacca riots or something like that — and he 
could not make time to come, although I was informed that he would 
be coming and— probably it might be that I am giving out a secret 
which I do not like to— Mr. Porter wanted the Jail Superintendent to 
tell him why I was wanting to see the Chief Minister. The Superin- 
tendent asked me why I was wanting to see the Chief Minister, and 
I told him. When the Chief Minister did not come, I thought that 
ft was probably for this reason that he was not allowed to come. 

Anyway, Sir, that was the state of affairs. Thereafter, I found 
that it was a question of life and death not only to the boys who 
actually signed but also to others who were gradually having confidence 
in Government to get along with the Government’s declared policy. 
On ray release I immediately communicated this matter to the Home 
Minister and also communicated this to the Chief Minister and I found 
that both of them, although they were sympathetic, thought that the 
international situation having so developed and the war coming nearer 
at band it was difficult for the Government to act up to the old order. 

1 Bubmit, Sir, that Government has entirely misunderstood the 
effect of release of these boys. The effect of the former policy of 
release has so far been healthy both on political and economic grounds 
for the province of Bengal. Terrorism has definitely been under check 
and not one of the old terrorists who were released has been found 
to take part in any overt act of terrorism or spreading the cult of 
individual violence. Government in that respect, I submit, Sir, is 
following an entirely sboTt-sigbted policy. It is foT Sir 5aiimuddin’s 
Government to rise equal to the occasion and to take courage in both 
hands and not to be guided merely by the Intelligence Branch or 
administrative officers who have no vision and probably no heart. Sir, 
r submit that if the Government depend upon the Intelligence Branch 
efficevr* and Special Branch officers of the Government, they will ntver 
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be able to carry on a popular administration in the way that the people 
of Bengal want them to carry it on. Sir, I have had personal experi- 
ence of how the Intelligence Branch Raj and the Special Branch Raj 
is carried on irrespective of Government orders and irrespective of 
Government rules. In my own personal case. Intelligence Branch 
officers stopped my interviews in the jail though there is nothing in 
the Jail Code which shows that they could intervene and stop these 
interviews. If they did it, Sir, they did it over the head of the 
Superintendent. The Superintendent could do nothing. 

<At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Srijut WARE NORA NATH DA8 GUPTA : 

4* ¥oi¥ ?<?? ?Rrc ?t¥W%¥ ¥fy? ftrar? a w? ¥*J*fn ^nr«f tot 
4GTC¥* — r 5t7$ ¥^1 iJ^TQ ¥fe I <71* ft TOT ¥t¥t? ftGfSf C¥t? 

0 ?* ¥1 GlfctGI* ¥tf¥ 4¥*i ¥TtotftT¥ f¥$ ?GT ¥7? ¥f? sfl I f¥I, 
¥4i 4**tt7¥ <n, ’tpii <7rt¥‘ti ¥c? c? 

W5 <35TC»* 5ti?l, ¥t* ¥frtt¥$ 5t$l ¥71 I ^£¥¥7? %t 7 $ ¥ft t 

¥7T¥7F ¥<T3 *1 I ftp* 4? <71 *forR| <71*1 ¥o<C¥G*I 

ftcw srfai ¥tre I <7rf* rc55 crstw *ftr5 ¥i fac^t i Pfi, 

¥l¥t¥ ftife ¥(7i tnpiRiRrt 4* gRr«n Ptgt ?t7i oj 
4$f*¥ (71 CNNHl ¥71 4G1GR “?ft C¥f¥ ¥fs£¥f3¥ <5f7T¥ vfltfl 

ftRi ^rrt^f ¥<7f, ¥RfRr«f ¥t?rft¥ ?t*f¥ ¥<tt 3 *ft7f $gi <3tm 
(fstti TTi”; <71* ^f% ^'gt 6 * *fftrcrt'4 ¥*gri ?f¥W%¥ ¥^bH?R!i 

¥t¥Wt7T? ¥WfGT ftR? *f? ft¥ sfi?¥C¥ ¥7 ¥C? W®RT <tt*t ijftfnr 

¥tr^, ftrs (7T ¥tfr¥3t* ¥*pT <stetfotc¥ *:«, ft»t*r, strri, ¥tiwt?, wtr¥ 

¥2ft¥T ¥ft?l T^TT? *t? ?$¥ ’lWGJ ¥** TTGtftvf, <3t¥ C¥ *f¥J f=TGPff aPftGf 
¥5T ?GT ¥4o¥ ¥1 71 4Glf^¥, ¥t¥ ¥t¥ttft£t77r? ftTJTJ *fl¥l *TC¥3 C¥t*f «ff%v 
®¥1 ’3tetft r ¥GF 57N ¥ft 75 ¥t*T ¥ftTT3 ¥1 I f¥I T 3t¥t?l ftnR ft^Rl 

¥fwi CPfartTS <71, R*t 3 Wtfesr ¥¥Tt¥ 3 ofti ¥t*TT¥ft 

¥71 ¥1, ¥f*7l $ ,f tt71 ¥t%C¥ fttfro 3 ’IW ¥17f ¥tft¥T3! $T¥ ¥73 

¥C¥ I ^t* <5t7f? ¥75? *tft¥*R ¥7*^ | ftr^ 9 ¥^ 9 tTI tjfrfflf ¥TGT3 
^tur? arfrtPl ¥?¥fc?? ¥t^ ’ffct? ¥?1 ¥71 ?GT <7f* ¥4f*| 

C¥t?«h ¥f%75 ’JHI TTt? W& I ¥7f3 ^Rn ¥371? ’T75T? CSpWRt 

*f73f ?* ¥T? ftnr%¥¥ I ftpf, tg| ¥ 7 f <3 c? ¥t¥ ^<GT«* <jtGT? 
,¥fwf? ¥71 TfMl ¥?GR, — , 5t75 ^¥*1 ¥<fl ¥t¥t? 

^ ^5 1 C¥t? 4¥lS C^GT? ¥7^ ¥’gI IJRr ¥*51 C*f¥3t? ¥t0^ ¥J ¥t¥35 
¥7TfelR ¥75 OJ[C5T ¥« <7f7¥ <7f7? Sci I f¥l, ?*¥ C^GT (TlJT <?ltf 
$fcn tsRr ¥1 ¥t¥3 Tfl ¥TGT¥ ¥1 I 7GJ C*f¥51 ¥t¥J ¥fRT *ftft ¥t¥tGT 
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C'WSfCT TTOR — T*R Rtfif TR3 TOf|TO tJPR TOR 

4R«fl feR Of 4lt>(14 *TI , Wfl ?RC$ (RFR y*ff Off I $fl5 < TtTOfcT'6 
TTOH ^R*fl ffR 4$ TTT ^R^ tffepf^lCSJ ?^5 CTO *TI I *fW$ 

$*r «te<FJ c fc (*wi tor to*i <%o$ cm m 

‘THRRl *2>TH 4h^l TIT I T*R C*TO?R 01 <4^ ^ros 

*trft *\ $*R ^ of tstora tohr ?f%* fen *ri $1 to ; 

to to crMRfar tRi wtfaor fro 4tro ctoi to ^ 1 cyst* 
TO*1 C*T CTOtCTO ^5i; CTOtOT ?! ftj 5R Tfitf m VI 

TOr^t TO?n <7& §tTR Tt^TO ^twr FRtft^ I CfiRttTO Captainfiffir 

f$>^ TO*i imw w*i cTOtcro foetid TOR v if^c>t®Ri 

*F$f$ I Rtfir Sir NazimuddinC 5 ? firSJRl & TO3 C^C«TCTO TORR 
CTO* ▼C* $R T1 ^fes^SI TTTC? <3ttf5 fa fef% TOT TOR $Rl ^JC^T 
^'sf *rr fror Ptcro? ? ^#twi , tRi Tt^Rrsi ^tts^n tr 

51 1 to^ ^sRi <$tcro ^TRtof •p 7 r ^rRrtRfo^ ^rfesr^R {top ^tR&tfro 
^cs> 1 cqtoRtR Rusfcto T 3R5 <4R* ^trof 3 ^R7 *rRi fro^wsr fros 
TTlR, *[Rl ^RltftfTOR ^Swfc 8 ! CTO?, fe=T, %C*T fTOTO ^RTOF TO 

toto fTOta fan of R totR, TOi to tpFRrTO tj *tfro#cro *<h cTOti 

to ^5<uf t®fc* TO 5*rfr$ toc^t , TO cTO ft-jR to to 

*F<«fR Sir Nazimuddin 4OT TO^TT ^TOt TOR ^OTM CTOC^T ? 

^Ttfir 'TOl<fRC c R *RF CTOF, ?rt:?fR Itft, WTR *RF CTO^ Sir Nazi- 
muddin^^ ^frg> iftft TOtft^ feR tPFR 'R ^5 TOTRf% •rfTOIf^ 

TO <*& iftm \5t-5tT »TTOR {TO5^T1 I 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the 
motion that has been moved by my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal brings before us a very knotty question from one point of yiew. 
So far as the release of political prisoners in Bengal is concerned the 
Congress attitude, as I have understood it, has always been not to ask 
for any conditional release. It may, therefore, be asked why then 
when the Government have withdrawn the proposal of conditional 
release, we should come forward and insist on the continuance of the 
old policy of the Government, namely, to release certain prisoners on 
terms and conditions. As I understand it, it is because the Govern- 
ment has in this case at least eaten up its own words. It is not that 
we are asking the Government to offer conditional release to certain 
prisoners, but that we think the Government ought not to go back 
upon its declared policy. Sir, in the communique of the 14th November, 
Government declared that f 'in the case of the remaining 40 prisoners 
still in jail, they are not prepared to dispense with the conditions in 
their cases but are issuing orders that they may be released at any time 
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on accepting the conditions prescribed by the Government.” There- 
fore, Sir, Government promised at least to those prisoners who were 
offered conditional release that they might choose their time to accept 
the conditions offered. The whole policy of the Bengal Government 
with regard to the release of political prisoners has been a policy that 
has been not only open to serious criticism, but it is a policy which to 
all sections of nationalist opinion appears to be quite a reprehensible 
policy. These political prisoners went to jail long before the inaugura- 
tion of the present constitution. When most of these prisoners were 
in the Andamans, they went on a hunger-strike just after the 
inauguration of the present constitution. At that time nobody else 
but the present Chief Minister held out the hopes that their case would 
be very sympathetically considered. That was in August, 1937, but 
since then the (government policy went the wrong way. The Govern- 
ment appointed an Advisory Committee not of course with a view to 
release all prisoners, but still they did not propose at that time to 
withhold any case from the consideration of the Committee. They 
placed all the cases before the Advisory Committee although as I have 
said they had no intention to release a large number of these prisoners, 
and particularly the long-term prisoners. What was the effect? 
When the Government came into power, there were 457 terrorist 
prisoners. Apart from 124 prisoners who had only an insignificant 
part of their sentences yet to serve and the 94 prisoners that were 
released on the expiry of their terms, the cases of the remaining 239 
prisoners were referred to the Advisory Committee on whose recom- 
mendation only 149 prisoner*, were released. 


But Government did not consent to release any of the long-term 
prisoners. None ot the Chittagong prisoners was released; none of 
the Inter-Provincial Case prisoners was released; none of the other 
long-term prisoners, again, was released at all. Only the short-term 
prisoners — prisoners whose release was due within a year or two — had 
been released in pursuance of the Government decision on the recom- 
mendation of the Advisory Committee. 

• 

Now, Sir, the Government ought to say why it is going to change 
its policy even with regard to those forty prisoners who were offered 
conditional release. Sir, we know tliat this Government is going to 
treat very shabbily even the prisoners that have earned their release by 
serving their long-term sentences. Prisoners who were released only 
the other day after long years of imprisonment have been taken away 
from the jail gate and detained under the Defence of India Rules. I 
know that at least three prisoners who were released from the Dum 
Dnm Central Jail after having served full-term sentences were re- 
arrested at the jail gate. Government ought to explain why such 
things should happen and why Government is going to adopt such a 
policy of repression. These prisoners when they were in jail were not 1 
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surely conspiring against Government, they were not taking part in 
any subversive movement at all. Why have they been rearrested then 
after having served the full terms of their sentences ? It is apparent, 
Sir, that a Government which can treat the released prisoners in this 
fashion will withdraw the terms and conditions on which they offered 
release to others. This Government will of course take shelter behind 
the so-called altered circumstances. But, however the circumstances 
may have altered, how can the Government assume that these prisoners 
were still engaged in any subversive movement when they were in jail? 
Not only that. Those prisoners who have been released but have not 
been rearrested as yet are being pursued by the police in one way or 
another. The police is going to make their life thoroughly miserable. 
What is the use of releasing prisoners if you mean to take them back 
into the jail? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that is a question which is not at 
issue. Your statement is inconsistent with the motion under dis- 
cussion. You are saying that it is useless to release the.se prisoners. 
Then why is this motion at all? 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : We do not say that 
prisoners should be released only for harassment, that is not our point. 
Our point is that these prisoners, when released, ought not to be 
rearrested or harassed. But then the Government ought to explain. 
Sir, why it is going Inick upon its policy declared in November, 1939. 
With these few words, Sir, 1 support the motion moved by my 
honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya 1. 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr Speaker, Sir, in 
rising to support the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal I shall 
only refer to two points raised by Sir Nazimuddin. In objecting to 
the motion, Sir Nazimuddin referred to law courts. We never have 
the pretension to challenge the authority of the law courts. We know 
that these boys have been properly convicted by properly constituted 
law courts and special tribunals, but what my point is that after all 
Government agreed to release them under certain conditions. There- 
fore, the question of their conviction by law courts or special tribunal# 
does not arise. Then he referred to the circumstances which led the 
Government to alter its policy. We have a right to know, Sir, from 
the Government what are those altered circumstances which led Govern- 
ment to alter its policy. Personally speaking, I do not hold Sir 
Naximuddin responsible for this state of affairs nor do I hold 
Mr. Porter responsible for it : it is the business of the all-knowidg, the 
aUiptemding and the all-powerful Special Branch of the Calcutta Polioe. 
I know v Sir, that this Branch of the Calcutta Police oan dictate term# 
to the Hon’ble the Home Minister and to the Secretaries and Deputy 
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Secretaries of Government, and these matters entirely depend on the 
whims and caprices of some of the officers of the all-powerful Special 
Branch. There might have been altered circumstances, but this con* 
cerns a solemn promise made by Government and it is a question of 
confidence in the Government. 

Now, Sir, Government promised to release these prisoners on certain 
terms and conditions, but the latter did not agree to accept those terms 
and conditions. It may be that they considered the question of their 
prestige above all other things, and they did not agree to sign the 
bond. It may be that afterwards on account of altered circumstances 
or some pressure from friends they agreed to sign the bond. 

Sir, my next point is that if these 40 men had been released by 
Government, Government could have gained the confidence of these 
men as well as of the public. And even then those forty persons oould 
have been rearrested after their release and prosecuted under the all- 
powerful and all-pervading Defence of India ltules, particularly rule 
26. Moreover, the release of these men might have had a great 
propaganda value so iar as the Government is concerned. But, Sir, 
Government is perhaps afraid that these prisoners, if released, might 
create internal trouble. I ask Government why is it that they 
apprehend trouble from these men? Can Government cite one single 
instance of an overt act or of subversive activity from those persons 
who have been released by the present Government? I aril afraid 
Government cannot. Sir, if a section of the population cannot rely 
upon the Government on a small matter like this, how can we depend 
upon this Government and the Central (Government as well when they 
profess to do bigger things for India. Sir, I think it is all a question 
of policy with the Government. The policy as had been decided upon 
by Government was that these prisoners should be released: and then, 
when there is no document before Government and no case before any 
court of law that these prisoners before their release bad had any 
recourse to subversive activities, there is absolutely no justification for 
Government to keep these persons behind the prison bars any longer. 

Sir, I can cite many instance*, in this House to show that the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister is absolutely helpless even though he has 
had the best of intentions to do something tangible in respect of certain 
political matters. I can quote here in this House one single hut very 
small incident, and I cite it for the simple reason that Government 
have no confidence in the people of this country. I applied some time 
ago for a gun licence, and Sir Nazimuddin had on more than one 
occasion promised to give me one. I am entitled to have one gun, one 
revolver and one rifle. But the all-powerful Special Branch of the 
Calcutta Police reported against me and Sir Nazimuddin had no courage 
to grant me a gun licence. This is an illustration of the helpless 
position of the Hon’ble the Home Minister and his Secretary and 
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Deputy Secretary ! Therefore, Sir, I would once more ask the Govern- 
ment to convince us as to what led them to change their policy. The 
policy of the Government is not a child’s play and it is not merely a 
toy. A child takes up a certain course and changes it the next day. 
But this is a policy of the Government — a responsible Government, a 
Government responsible to the people and the Legislature. The 
Government accepted a policy one month ago and after one month they 
change their policy I It might be, as was referred to by Dr. Sanyal, 
due to the international situation. I ask the Government to tell us 
here whether it is the policy of the Government not to take us into 
confidence to save this Government and other Governments from internal 
troubles due to the international situation. You want our co-operation 
to save India from aggression from outside. You say all parties’ 
co-operation is necessary, but when you face facts .you say that you 
cannot do this. You apprehend internal troubles from some young 
men whom, as I have already said, you have rounded up in an hour's 
notice. 

Sir, last of all I submit that this Government have no policy with 
regard to the release of political prisoners. They have no particular 
policy and the policy they enunciated they have not followed and they 
stand charged with the violation of their own promise. 

Sir, with these few. words I support the resolution of Dr. Sanyal. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to give support 
to Dr. San yel's adjournment motion which turns upon the release of 
terrorist prisoners before their full term of imprisonment. We do not 
believe that Government do anything haphazardly particularly on a 
most vital question like this. It is true that Government have decided 
to release the prisoners recently and it is expected that their decision 
was based upon an examination of the cases of those prisoners, certainly 
after Government had fully investigated into the cases of those prisoners 
and when they found that it would be innocuous and inoffensive to let 
them be released, they decided upon this course. From this it is 
presumed that when Government decided to release these prisoners 
before their full term has been served out, they found somthing in 
favour of these prisoners. They found perhaps that these prisoners 
had given up their old policy and their old method. They were certainly 
patriots. Whatever type of prisoners they might be, they were 
actuated in the very beginning by a spirit of patriotism, but their 
method was wrong. They did not at that time oonsider that their 
method was wrong, but subsequently they were fully convinced that 
their method was erroneous and that they should not pursue theft course 
again. By their conduct during the time that they had been in prison 
they oonvinced the Cabinet that if they were set free they would not 
pursue the same method any more; they have become docile and they 
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would no longer be violent but they would adopt the non-violent creed. 
This much they convinced the Cabinet and, for the matter of that, the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of that particular department. He was fully 
convinced that they had given up their old habits, that they had given 
up their old policy and they would not pursue that policy. Being 
fully convinced the Cabinet came to the decision that these prisoners 
should be set free on certain conditions. Had the prisoners been as 
stubborn as before they would not have submitted to these conditions, 
they would not have submitted to these undertakings. When they 
wanted to give undertakings to the Government, it showed beyond 
doubt that they were changed men altogether and since the time they 
gave those undertakings up till now they have been in Government 
custody. What has happened in the meantime which has actuated the 
Government to clftmge their policy of release. They have not come in 
contact with the outside world or with the outside people and so they 
cannot he guilty of any suspicion. But they have been all along in 
Government custody. Have they done anything inside the jail which 
makes the Government take a different course y If the Government 
cannot show that during this time, during the time when they gave 
undertaking up till now they huve done something which Government 
consider a ground for not releasing them as they promised, if the 
Government cannot show that they have been guilty of any such thing 
inside the jail during this time, then there is no case made out by the 
Government for taking up a different attitude. When the Government 
committed itself to a policy of release, let them pursue that policy. 
Let the Government earn the gratitude not only of those unfortunate 
boys who are inside the jail yet, but let them earn the gratitude of all 
of us, of all sections of the people. It is a time when we should try to 
combine ourselves into one nation. It is a time when all sections of 
the people should combine together. These young boys may he utilised 
by you even in your war efforts. It may be to your advantage. So 
why don’t you release them;" I appeal to you most earnestly that the 
course that you have adopted should be altered, that the policy of 
released prisoners should be continued by you and you shall thereby 
earn the gratitude of all of us. 

Sir, with these few words I support the motion of*I)r. Naliimksha 
Sanval. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA. Sir, I rise to support the 
motion that has been so eloquently put before the House by my friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval. 

Sir, %t the outset I want to tell the House that when the Govern- 
ment puts forward the plea that these are cases of convicted prisoners, 
they should not at the same time lose sight of the fact that^ these 
prisoners were deprived of the cherished and precious right of a jury 
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trial. They were not given the opportunity of having the accusations 
made against them being weighed by their own men who knew the 
ways and manners of the people of this country much better. Not 
only they were not deprived of the trial by their own peers, but they 
had a different procedure to what ordinarily apprises the accused in a 
criminal trial. They were never furnished, before the cases were taken 
up or even when the cases were being heard, with the names of the 
witnesses on the plea that the disclosure of the names of witnesses is 
risky to the persons who will come and depose. Neither the defence 
lawyer nor the accused could come to know the names of those 
witnesses. In a criminal trial we are aware that prosecution witnesses 
are examined. Their statements become known to the accused and to 
the defence lawyers. They get time to obtain information regarding 
the status and the veracity of the prosecution witnesses and to give 
necessary instructions to the defence counsel to cross-examine and 
shift the truth. But in these cases witnesses whose -names are not 
disclosed, witnesses about whom neither the accused, nor the defence 
lawyers, knew anything as to the points they are going to depose, gave 
their deposition and the defence lawyers were called upon then and 
there to cross-examine. I had been called upon and had the privilege 
of defending, if I may say so, most of the terrorist prisoners in these 
long-drawn trials and I '*an hear personal testimony to the immense 
difficulties and obstacles in the way of a proper defence. Apart from 
the fact that there were these difficulties we have also to remember 
that some cases were so long-drawn as to last for a year or even to 
run to another year,, With the resources of Intelligence Branch and 
Special Branch Departments, all of them holding their office in the 
Court room in many instances, with their files there, just surrounding 
the Judges of the Special Tribunal, with all the resources, the Govern- 
ment lawyers were engaged in the case. Some of these prisoners had 
to defend themselves with the help of one or two lawyers who attended 
the trial throughout 

(At this .stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) • 


(After adjournment .) 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I was discussing some 
mode of trial und the difficulties in the way of a proper defence. I 
know that the Hon'ble Home Minister will say that after that trial 
there was an appeal to the High Court and that they were convicted 
by a Special Bench of the High Court. We accept that there was a 
conviction, but I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to realise that the 
High Court Judges proceed upon records and unless proper facilities 
for defending the accused are granted as in ordinary criminal trials, 
one cannot expect that the defence will be able to make out a very 
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strong case before the High Court. I would, therefore, request the 
Hon’ble Minister not to make much of the fact that they are convicted 
prisoners. They are, but at the same time it has to be remembered 
what is the mode of their trial. 

In the next place, I would ask the Hon'ble Minister to consider that 
in all civilized countries every progressive Government accepts that 
punishment is not meant as a punitive measure. Punishment is much 
less a vindictive measure. It may be that deterrent punishment is 
called for, but that word “deterrent” shows t hat they want to see that 
such offences are not committed. The humane theory of legislation 
regarding punishment indicates that jails are not meant to be punitive 
confinement cells. Moreover every civilized Government look upon 
jails as huge reformatories. There they attempt to make them useful 
citizens. AVe ul«n hear of After-Care Associations. 1 would ask him 
not to forget these things, hut to take all these into consideration in 
shaping a humane policy towards convicts. The object of deterrent 
punishment has been achieved. The object of reformation has been 
achieved the moment they agree to the conditions of Government, the 
moment they assure Government that they are going to lead a new life 
and to shun violence. I had the opportunity of judging these men, 
the stamina of these men, and I ran assure the Hon’ble Home Minister 
that if he confides in them and if he treats them sympathetically, they 
will respond wonderfully. They will keep to their words and he will 
have no reason to he sorry hut will have the self-satisfaction that a 
humane, considerate and sympathetic policy has resulted in relieving 
the Government exchequer of the burden of maintaining so many people 
in jail, and has resulted to a great Extent ftf diminishing the public 
feeling against the Government which this detention has aroused 
amongst the families and relations of these people. I would, there- 
fore, say that having once taken a hold policy they have done the 
greatest mistake in going hack upon it, particularly at this time. 1 
had an opportunity of talking with one of the members who had to 
deal with terrorists, a member belonging to the steel-frame sometime 
ago. *AThile discussing about what would lie their future activities, if 
they were released, at that time, I could gather the greatest apprehen- 
sions is that they would he preaching socialism and communism. I say 
to-day things have changed. Hitlerism has made the British and the 
Russians bed-fellows and now they ought not to look askance at people 
who may profess any Soviet principles. I think the present is the most 
inopportune time even considering the international situation and 
considering the present alignment of the British Government, to resort 
to a measure like this. 

I tBink there are other speakers and I do not want to stand between 
them. But may I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister just to exercise a bit 
of his imagination, a bit of his sympathy, towards the insistent Remand 
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from the public ? Let us not for get that when we have got to 
approach our constituencies, whether it is the Congress Party, the 
Muslim League Party or the Proja Party, all talk about these people 
behind the prison bars. But after they are returned, when they are 
seated in the Treasury Benches, they ought not to forget, because if 
they forget they will have to repent about it at another time. 

Baku NARENDRA NARAYAN OHAKRABARTY : jfptfhr T&ftfy 
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?i tfr?ftT w ?i f^R ? srtft -q? 5prt? -®ftr^ 1 *rt*fttfhn 

«fftt to c*rwThr ft?rt, cto? c^trr? 3t?i r-toOs to, c?r*f? 
•rt^t ^tf%? ^sy^rur? otrji to — ^ t? >jq^ ^r? oftpitr? tfH fir? 

^5tm <Jrt&, TOaS Ft? <$t?l CTOf? ?ft? W«TT — ^'4 4 OiT^ f i^HW? 

W-frot^t ftf ? r ?T3 otr^ ra c? *r57, arst^^fr, cn r? ? 1 ^ 

^rt’ftr^f? *ft?pF5 c*$ 1 <tt T?t? ^?t^rr 1 ?tro 5ir *tn, fft? ^*c?r«r? 
«rt ?ft ? ?tro y? ^tr 1 t:r??er? ? wri to ^ 

• fir® *fRri r<^TO fa?t?! ^3?t3 ^ti, ftirft 

^ 5 ? ?tro firr?tfi \5 tos i ^tft ftsst^n to ?tfty?tro, 00 
(Rtro^ fir? ^*1 r?r c ^? c^f? ‘To c? i c? ^Fs^^r?^ 00 ®r ^tor 
or? ^ to to, c? ^o fc t"r? 6 F on to? c^trw 1 c? 

?r? ?>r? C? 00 ?^?TTO Tf^TTcTt^t, 'iftfifi ^T‘TO ^ TO^J ^?1 ^5t? < ^fr , 7 
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*r:’ft«TF — cn it’rrai win ct* , 

pr *f?it *t*r i (Tit «f ^*fii fc*t* nfartr 

<7it nf*reim fe*m ^ 5 * tffoffo csiri cut «r*tsj, <at 

NVfa’lt? ^tls 5 ! t 5 l e tc^ r f'ltfl '*(l 1 Hl fV f '3=(tor ~.ih£,ufjL';fx, ®C5 
(Tfl 'ol'i TO £(,i(.® I wHwrln "te "te (Trt P l^l 'S W'taW ’F 

▼foftttt* c*ptf *?n stss i <n ooEl ^itr sr fswNt — cn *rr 

am *N*l ^fortaWM? 5t5 Ctd I <®fa c<]t 5UlT^J T*t 1<3 ^iWcri ft»jt»r 

?*C\!> ^Tf^TT ?*t* $Ct>$ J 

®rtft *«,** to cro 4 tor?t* toc?^ to** *i, c*tt*t* 

to GTOT* fto*?t* Wl I C*to* 4?[* ^?fa ^fevf’OT to **? 

i to *[%=[*?)■*£? to ^tPr *[** ?to f*ro ^ft, — \5M* tor* 
3tG5 to? ?$ ^ *tfa* 4* v * <*R?f* f*CTO>W I (?ft *tf** 4 *; ?fr?ft** 
jrfTfn fof* *f* *?i *i ?c?* <m'u\ ^t*rc** toftftt** *rf*ro ?cit* 
to to *to to i sMt** ^rfetw to? to *tTOt* tot 
to ?tfa 4* ?*R 4 *; ^ to** totfe i to *tfroto to to* 

C<tt? teS *f^* I to TO C**tTC* I Sfa** TO CM ??* I < 5 tC** ?ft^ 
TO I $ft** TO CM TO ^*1*, Gto*, W TO ^tfTOS* TOC^ I 4*t* <3itC** 
*[tto *t** toNi c*c-f* TOTt 6 l ^tor toro* f**^ ?*i i ^racw* f**n* 

C*faS* *tC3ft “fofrto”, TOTO^, C*C*f* fa I ^tft <71 CTO* 

cm to <?ft 4C ttortu c f toi* totTci^, tot* *;<?•[* **$ tora* c*to *t?c* 
“toft, **7, **to” cM i to ^rttoto 4$ (TOt^ft cTO i to? 
?tfir ^rR^f ^ wc??r ?tc^ (7TO, tof toh 

?to; i fto to to ?fTO, c*f^, ton f? to i toi feR to* 

*tto TO fr*, tol CTO* TO to TO ^[fM* TO I to ^ *f* 

c?5 *Ttfirg*? to, *f* c?$ to *«n to to <*ft oo to 

**? toTO : JTTO to CM ?TO I *to* C**ft to** I *to* 

CM* tot ton m? f*f%c* fro to* i to *fRryfj*c? ^rtw ^?fto* 
tot to^J ifa v to?u? ^'pr* 6 ! ?ro ?fft ?y*t* ?toi i 

•iJTOtC** TOT to? ?tft f*CTO to** *tto5 TOC*t* TOTOl I 4?to** 
TOT to? ?tR ^*C*CTO tftof ^ TO ?t? ?**T* TOT ?M* ?*C *1 I 

c*Mto to ? ro t fl i to *ctR"j!n to *t**tor *$* *m ?*t* 

TOT <$?*t* to? * U* *tto^ ?tf* *Tt?cT ^TO ?f5*T* ?*R | 

?tf* tffepR? fro ^ftf* ton** *?(tt* ’rrottoi fef* tos ?*t** i 
m ft^c** *** toto** utf*f*c? frorto to^, 5ft* ^*c* 

tof*?tor fys c?itf% ?rt ^?i (?ft croto wttro ?c* fef? fro 

4*^ C*TO TOT ??* I 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: (Mr. Speaker, Sir, while 1 was listening to the 
pathetic appeals made by the previous speakers, I was thinking whether 
Sir Nazimuddin will rise equal to the occasion or whether these appeals 
will fall on deaf ears. 

Sir, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya! while moving his motion has given a 
vivid description of the state of affairs inside the jail. In spite of the 
fact that Sir Nazimuddin and other members of the Cabinet claim to 
be popular Ministers, the fact remains, as I have often said in this 
House, that the wirepulling by the members of the Indian Civil 
Service still continues. Sir Nazimuddin often used to say that the 
taste of the pudding is in the eating and he also said that the Govern- 
ment policy was of gradual clemency and from 457 prisoners in the 
jail, gradually the number has Iveen reduced to 30. 

Now, Sir, during the time that these terrorist prisoners, say, more 
than 427 in number, have been outside the jail. Sir Nazimuddin can- 
not cite a single instance of terrorism. Therefore, it comes to this 
that terrorism has been a thing of the past. If that is so and if the 
Government agreed of its own motion to release these 30 terrorist 
prisoners by signing certain declarations, was it not fair on the part 
of Government to release them forthwith as soon as those declarations 
were signed ? What is the reason and what can be the possible 
argument by the Government for not releasing these 30 prisoners F 
As Dr. Sanyal disclosed, the reason of their not releasing them was 
safety on account perhaps of the international situation. Mr. Naren- 
dra Nara\an Chakravarty lias already told us that if the Government 
art* afraid of the release of these 30 persons, it is better for this 
Government to abdicate. 

Now, Sir, if we go into the details of terrorism in this country we 
find — and 1 have often said in this House for the last 12 years— that 
terrorism is the creation of this Government and so long as terrorism 
exists there is the justification for Intelligence Branch and Special 
Branch’s periminenc> . Therefore, if the Government ant on the advice 
of the Intelligence Branch and Special Branch Departments, they will 
be always heading for a crisis. We find that terrorism is no more, but 
as I have said this terrorism has been caused by this Government and 
members of the public are clapped in the name of terrorism. Sir 
Nazimuddin has attempted to prove that these persons have been put 
on trial by courts and tribunals. Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta, knowing 
these persons well and with his experience as an eminent lawyer, has 
vividly described bow these trials arc* sham and mock trials. If Sir 
Nazimuddin will go into details, he will find that in many cases 
persons have been sent to prison and after that these persons were 
found *to be absolutely innocent, because subsequently it transpired 
that these persons who were put in jail were immediately released as 
in the Narayangarh case. It cannot always be said that persoja who 
are sent to jail are really terrorists. It may be that there are many 
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innocent persons among those who are put into jail. There have also 
been instances in which revolvers have been put into the hands of 
these men by the agents of the Intelligence Branch and Special Branch 
with the result that they have created these cases for the justification 
« of their existence. 

Now, Sir, if Sir Nazimuddin ’s Government claim to be a popular 
Government, it is in the fitness of things that these 30 prisoners should 
be forthwith released. 1 would in the end appeal to Sir Nazimuddin 
that, instead of defending his bad case and supporting his satellites, 
he should stand up here and say that he will forthwith order the release 
of these persons. 

Mf. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN? (Mr. SjHNiker, Sir, 1 beg to accord 
my whole-hearted support to the motion of adjournment placed before 
the House by my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. After 
long long yeurs of agitation and struggle the country got what is 
called in a way a democratic form of Government. Now, in order to 
prove that this Government are really a democratic form of Govern- 
ment, after taking otfice they declared that they would fulfil the 
political aspiintions and the ideals of the people. Just in the beginning 
of the year I MS ihe Government were faced with a situation, namely, 
the situation relating to political prisoners in jail. Negotiations 
started between Mabatma Gandhi and Sri jut Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who was then the President of the Indian National Congress, on the 
one hand and the llon’hle Sir Nazimuddin on the other. Now, it seems 
that Sir Nazimuddin could not jH*rsuade himself thoroughly to accept 
the point of view of Mahatma Gandhi and Sri jut Subhas Chandra 
Bose. Even us late as Sth l)eceml>er, the Hon’ble Sir Nazim- 

uddin in reply to a question by Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta said, “If 
a man who has committed a crime gi\es an undertaking that in future 
he won't commit any more crime, we are not prepared to release him. 
If once a man commits a crime, how can we expect that he will not 
do so again Y Everyone who has committed a crime may be prepared 
to give such an undertaking.” That will explain the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin’s point of view. The Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin would not 
persuade himself to believe that these people, these so-called terrorists 
form a class by themselves. They are criminals indeed in a way, but 
what is their crime* Their one crime, their great crime is this that 
the.y love their country very very dearly and are prepared to pay 
dearly for it. Unfortunately, Sir Nazimuddin during these long years 
has not persuaded himself to believe that if they have transgressed the 
limits of law, they have not done so with a motive of self-interest and 
self-aggrandisement or anything of that kind, but they were Actuated 
with the best of motives. If this fundamental fact is remembered, 
the wjude tilling becomes easy of solution. Sir Nazimuddin in reply 
to gaother question put by Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu on the lsrt of 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1941 .] 

March, 1940 — by this time he seems to have changed a bit under 
pressure of public opinion — said “yes, we are prepared to release these 
people, but certain conditions are to be imposed on. them”. The 
conditions are, he said, “a declaration by the prisoner on his word of 
honour that he has abandoned terrorism and undertakes that he will 
not in future resort to terrorism or acts of violence with a political 
motive and that he will not join as a meml>er or support, any party or 
organisation which employs or instigates terrorism and acts of violence 
for political ends.” These people were required to give an under- 
taking to this effect. Some of them gave and some took time to think 
'whether they would give this undertaking. The point is that the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin cannot persuade himself to believe that if 
these people do give an undertaking, they will follow it, they will 
carry it out to«the last breath left in them. He cannot distinguish 
between these jyeople and ordinary criminals. What. I have got to say 
again is that sou extracted these undertakings from these people. 
Now after sears >ou sa\ that conditions have changed and therefore 
Government do not stand committed to that policy. The question l 
put to Government straight is this: Why do you say that conditions 
have changed? You saj that international situation has developed, 
you say that the war is at the door of India. It may be so, but whose 
fault is it that Government cannot harness to itself the fire and 
enthusiasm that is in the breast of these people? Why is it that you 
cannot use the patriotism that is in them? They are good fighters. 
That has been proved. You will say it is high politics, it. is no 
concern of the Government of Ilengal. I can understand that, but you 
can do one thing. You can release these people and 1 can assure you 
that they will help \ou a good deal, as my friend Mr. Narondra Nath 
Chakravarty has pointed out, in restoring the normal peaceful condi- 
tion of the country. I know, Sir, that Mr. Uratul Uhandra Ganguly 
and (i or 7 security prisoners of Dacca have written a loiter to the 
Dou ble Sir Naziniuddin requesting him to release them temporarily 
at least, so that they may devote themselves to bring about peace and 
amity«in the unhappy city of Dacca. That shows which way the wind 
blows; that shows how the revolutionaries think and what they want. 
That shows that they want to restore peace and amity in this country. 
Why in the name of mere condition and mere change of condition, 
do you detain them any longer? As a matter of fact that is a false 
excuse, false plea put up b\ the Hon’ble Minister in support of their 
detention of these people for any length of time. Unfortunately the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of this department has all along tried to 
show that these people do not form a class by themselves, that they are 
not to»be accorded different treatment, that they are not to be called 
political prisoners and that there is no reason whatsoever to give them 
preferential treatment. This psychology has got to bo given up, this 
psychology has got to be abandoned. Try to believe that these # people 
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have changed, persuade yourself to believe that they will do well to 
the country, they will do all that is within their power to restore 
peace, amity and normal condition in this country, and release them 
forthwith. You will thereby not only get their blessings but your 
political foresight will be tested and the country will say that once at 
least the Government have done an act for which they will earn the 
eternal gratitude of the people. 

With these words, Sir, I accord my tvhole-hearted support to this 
motion. 

Mr. AftlMUDDlN AHMED: 

Adjournment Motion CN WCI ^ fa ? TO i '^tfa 

l5<cir e t<RTOr 5 Mi k tosr\*to to croc** c n^TOc^ $tor 

OTgifl I International situation in 4$ TO*?R *lfa 4$ 

4\j>^M3fa oitTO Fit 6 iR orc*R c^itc^ 

to* vmmn, giro tort ^ *rtffa tort cTO tort toto ^tTOri 
TO I TOTO ^fa 3T5TC5 TO 4 5t^<n c i? TO TOpPSt-Plk* TO 7 fW5 TO W s 

Police officer Intelligence Branch Officer^ vRRp»U 
to TO tto TO TOt*t TOtTO^ TO wt i TO 

$Ri *rk*n ^vti TO vstros* c^itm TOt*TO faro totr^ $ttf* 
TORT far® toto i *rtfa TO 5^5 ^cw *r*Rt« to croc* fa$ 

4$TO cro<r fes* cTO to* TO TOnf ^ sro Tor 1 arTO ferro 

(TO ^ *R c ti facn TOro Hit* *n 1 <FkTO ^k*R TOf 
totcw fa ^ cTO RfRn to cni *t\5<c*rTO* fefas fa^r, ^stm 
4*rr cwc$ fro c*r*h Sfas fi^r TOi TO TOr rafa^i TOi ftTO* 
TOF TOP? *gfaTO «HF*t C*J TOP^Pl CTOFF O^TR TOT TOcTO OTCI f 
■ttfa TOCR vfWJ ^ ^ (TOT 4V S ^ ^ Officer^ CTOR 1tf% 

TOR 1 W W»4l WR *1*^3 (TO I RSFf caiC®far ^ TOR 

w^cTO TOR <ro$ Rsm i to*r c*r^ toi TO *ptro tor, 
ftfisi *ffar£ sn to to to tor ctor tot cto^ far^ 

TO^R I 4&1 ^5^ *ITV farR TO *n I ; Tfa, Sir Nazimuddin 

TO 7 ! TO 4$ TOT1 TO fa R, irfa fa’ffas TOT1 57 ^5tTO, 
^R <7T* war ^trr TOR TO TO^5 TOTR I Wl TO <®rtfa ^ adjourn- 
ment motion ^Rfa I 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR : ^R#R ’TsSHfa aRTO.^Itfa ^adjourn- 
ment motion af^RK^c*! *T I *nm fa 1 ^ 15R <0 v Mk«ifb*u 

0Pv W TOTO faCTO W1 TO^ I ^ «R =rfafRF condition to 

C^EM TOC* I ** TO TO 00 far* WTO condition TO *f$t* 



1941 . ] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


m 

TO Home Department 4TOI4 TO TO 41 I 4tfl C4T14 

«ftR 4X4X5, ft WTO ^4 TOP* 5f44TO frwfa fTO OPTO 

bM X TOc^ C4$ 44 csxro TOx 4 f tow 4 $ to faro *rfro *prs 

gCgCf I fro v 5 i ^CT6 ^Ttw Home Department $1X44 C5X$ faTO 4t*?t *R I 

cot *f : :r4? fro TO ftp 5re TO 1 4Fp 44 xro Tow ^ic«> TOs? 

C«fc$ Ft4 I 4f41 CTO4 W4T 44$ fafOT frX4X5, 4*nt W?l4 4l<1 41 $tfc 
C4t4 <lf44t5 <#R? 5tf4X4X5, 05$ 05$ *ft44 ^TXi f4TO®f4 faX4X5, TOl 
^ condition 4X4 4 fa? C4T5 4Nft I 4T44TO 44^1 fa5 4TO4 4X«fT$ TOW I 

HtW Sir Nazimuddin OlCtH f$ft TOtX44 fat$l I TOX44 CWfl^F 

4f% 4X4 4t4U$ $14 fV 4^&G 4lX4 41 ? 4t41 TOtC*f4 C4X*t4 C5$ 4? TOl 

ftrSfOT ^tX<4 • «R7 54$: TOX44 OTfXT <t4ttffa 4X4 4NX$ 

TO I fap$ Sir Nazimuddin 4X4T*t4$ TOp, T3tX44 fat$l, 4t44TO TOTOl 

TO 053X4 TOl ’Stotfapf I $*f4 4tXf OTf4 TOt £ft57 5X3 <11X4 I ^tWX4 4^ 4? 
44t^ 444, '3ft *14141 3lJ4 TOTT 4l41 frXTO4 f4X4X44 f4TO5 condition 4$ 
4X4 TO 3lX*f4 C44 C5X5 C4Q41 5X4 41 I CTOtft "4t*l4t4 4 r tX5 TO 
^4f44^ TO I TO ^:X4WX44 01 44 C^X4 C4X*f4 W47 til 6 ! faX4XS> $tX44 TO 
tTO 0441 41X5, TO TO1X44 OT*l4 C^TOl C4*lX5 \5t44t4X4 3tX44 4l4l^ltX4 
*£4 TOl 54 TO41 TOMR TOR 54 I TO 4fa Europoan Minister 5$ 
TOre ^Ifa 4444 *ft<4l 445t4 41 l TO *tffa *tf*tTO 4lX5 4l44$l4 tpj 
ftX 4 4lf^X5fa I TO 4 f54tX4 ^t*f4tX4 TO &54 fare 5X4 I 4 41X4T4 $T47 
ol4X44 41 ^141X44 ^ ^^4^54 XX44 41 ! ^ C4 

44 C5X441 ^Cl kO 4^44 *1^17 'l '^4°?l o ll4 > C i f 4f% 5X4 4X5X^ t X)T41 ^5tX44 f4X4X44 
f44»X45 condition faX4 ^faf 5 C*fre Fl5 I '31X44 ^t 5 RX n T4 4tfa4 4fW 4^1^ ^M4t4 
S<t4 fto4 4X^ ^ <4lfa 441X4 4lf^X4 ^ft*f4tX4 , 4^X4t4 4ffc^ “ Sir 
Nazimuddin ! ^*tft 4X44 faX5 0fX*l4 3 4X*l4 44^ 4X^ 4X^ S'>t4tX44 
4R 4T44, ^ 4fa *<m 4 ^X4t4 4T>n 41 TO4 TO 5'j4tX45 
^l*l4tX^ ^faX4 fare 5X4 l" 

Mr. A* M. A. ZAMAN ; 4t4^T5 Speaker 4X5fa4, yT44t4 *0$ 5T5X3> 

4^4 CTO TO TO 4F4re 54 ^51 4t|f44 41TO4 <tXXf 44 s # TOX44 4TTO4 
<1X4 TOS1 4F4T3 54, TOX4 TOT *4l C44tX4 tfTO 54, fanUl TO CTOX4 
Vt?t4 54 41 I 4? TO TOX44 5tfa-l 44^ C4Ft4tX4 4X5Xf I TOXf C4 farf44frl 
TO41 4t4tXW4 <14 TO? 4 r X4fa, 4t4 5tX3 fVftvtt4 TO 4X4X5 fefaTCJ 4TO4 
TOfaft , time 43 4TO *1X^4 4 4t4<f» TO4 TO5 I 

mfr. SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, you are wholly going beyond the point. 
Plea*e do not refer to what one does or doe* not do but confine yourself to 
the question under dismission. 
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Mr* A. M* A. ZAMAN i ^|fi| ftW'H ^PRTI 

vm? ^*tt <*rtu*rm **f| to ortre 

«TPltOT tot^T I <4 (TOf *rf? Terrorist movement <*&• Political 

movement *n ^t5M Constitution o£R change $”^3 *T1 | ^St^T , *tf 3 nn 

4<itR to tor *rtoR *n i ^tw ^Ri to 

toCR, %1 ^TRtOT TOR ^TtoR to<^T, SfRfC$‘ , *TOl ^tTO jto 
GR7 C5h «f3ft I 4I?1 4c<Ml(.« S<(J(?1 \»tc4 5 G>5> , ^>R ^1? c l (PRt 'Mfft I 

^TtTO* Sir Nazimuddin >ftC5-c^ RP5 TOC^ I 'Rfa <STRl 

CTOf C°Tfa ^RTR ~<f4AU Of^lt *TR (?T future 4 \5Rl \5fiR FTOT, 
TO $TC? OT3TT1 R I TOT4 TOT CFR <W TOt Criminal 

Tribes AcM to, FR TO ^t&R ; *Nl 3TT <W TO*R 0?*tl ?R (R, TOl 
\5t«T vTO TO release TO C^fll R I <£ 

Political prisoners bond fto, Government ^1 ^iC'jmT (?lfel (TOT ftTR 
(Rto RtTO5 FR I 4I>1 $tOT ^ to 4^to "ffaR ^RtTo 

often ft I Rtw ^jRl *«ll TO terrorism ftfft^l *tRt*t I 

4$^? RP5 CTO^to 6 ^ (PR (Tffrl ftT3 FPT *n, (TT^l (Rtri# 

3^te3 *flft *n I '4^tto c fr <TO, tfJR ft ^1 ftTOf ^TTOR (PT N 9 7 ft^l 
(Tf]»l declare ^RRftTR (PTfrl withdraw ^RIFR I <3 RRtfr OPRI-nt 

§*Rfa ^RTPS *tRre ^1 I ^tft tr^ TOfe 'SmR *TOl RtW 
Assembly 03 'TORR C"M(Pfft I 'Q (PR *RJ$ <PfO*R ^RM STD 

frterc^ i 'TOfOT 5t5i c^R <ri ^i ®rtfe <t5c^ 

<ttR ^ i ^ ^Rt^r ^TRt<( cn^ to to feftr wR, yraft 

fRtR vstR, ^ ^1 ^5^TT R 'irftTOj ^ c t I X QTO fto (PT*tef Offto 

fR, Wtt toft, ^ (TOR (TOT TO I 

The Hon^le Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, listening to the 
speeches one would feel that these prisoners have been anxious*to be 
released, and that the Government communique has prevented these 
people from being released. Actually, however, the facts are, to a large 
extent, quite to the contrary. Really speaking, as far as this motion 
is concerned, if there is anybody who bus got a grievance, it is the 
mover of this adjournment motion, l)r. Naliuakshu Sanyal, and I am 
prepared to admit that he has got a genuine grievance in this matter. 
But apart from the fact that this motion Iuib given an opportunity to 
some of the members to ventilate their grievances, the case that haB 
been made out by them is not luised on the facts as they actually are. 
According to Dr. Naliuakshu Sanyal, it was he who initiated the move to 
get these prisoners to agree to a conditional release, but Government 
had already made that otter at least a year and a half ago. Government 
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had been anxious ail along 1 that these prisoners should accept condi- 
tional release and be allowed to go away from the jails. Why was it 
then that this conditional release offer was not accepted ? We do not 
know wh\ these people did not take advantage of # this for the last 
eighteen months. One of the reasons, perhaps, may be, as stated by 
Bui Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, that at least one section of the Congress 
or the group led by Air. Surat Chandra Hose did not believe in condi- 
tional release. They did not approve of the conditional release. They 
did not want these boys to go out on any condition. To-day Government 
are l>eing blamed for ha\ing refused to release these people. For 
eighteen months these boys and some of the convicted prisoners who 
could have been released and who could have gone to their homes and to 
their families, it they had accepted the terms and conditions offered, are 
still rotting in jails. Even then Government had not taken away 
those terms and conditions: Government offer was still there for 
acceptance 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: aft cstin fw 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. Again I appeal to the members of 
the Opposition to give a patient hearing to the Home Minister, and if 
there is still time after lie concludes his speech, I muy allow you to 
put questions. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I could have 
interrupted many of the members of the Opposition, while they were 
speaking, very pertinently, but for obvious reasons I refrained from 
doing so. 

Sir, the offer was there for a long time and, if accepted, they could 
have been released. Even at the time of the hunger-strike we were 
anxious that if these people could have gone away, the chances of the 
hunger-strike would have been less. Government was all along anxious 
that if the conditional release offer hud been accepted, that would have 
been better both for these people as well as for Government. As is 
probably known to the mover of this resolution, a particular Superin- 
tendent of a Jail had been doing his best in this matter. That Superin- 
tendent always used his influence to the utmost to persuade these people 
to accept conditional release. I had discussed this matter with him and 
requested him to use his best influence and make these people agree to 
accept conditional release. But everybody knows that that offer was not 
accepted and availed of. 

Then, Sir, when Government had to arrest some of the leading* 
members of some of the subversive parties, and when the situation,, 
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both international as well as internal, materially deteriorated, at that 
time some people came forward agreeing to accept a conditional release. 
And under what circumstances did they come forward? They came 
forward not on tfyeir own initiative, not on their own desire, but on the 
initiative of the mover of this resolution. And how was it done? 
Though there may have been some difficulty in the way of approaching 
them, it happened at that time that some, at least one, if not more, of 
the leading members or rather the leader of the subversive movement 
was in that jail, and it was under the persuation, propaganda and 
advice of these gentlemen that — not all, mind you, — some of them were 
made to agree to accept our terms and conditions. It might have been 
■due entirely to the influence exercised by the mover of this resolution, 
by his personality and his power of argument or there may have been 
some other reasons why suddenly a selected number* ot prisoners were 
chosen who would agree to accept those terms and conditions and have 
an opportunity of going out — prisoners who had so long been prevented 
either by themselves or by the leaders ot parties from accepting those 
terms and conditions. 

Now, Sir, what happened next? For weeks they delated the whole 
thing: they took time for it. Unfortunately , by that time some more 
leading men had been arrested and detained under the Defence of India 
Rules and Government found that circumstances had so changed that 
it was not possible to let these men out Then, Sir, J have forgotten to 
mention that to-day a representation has been made on behalf of thirty 
prisoners, but actually out ot these thirty persons only eight have 
agreed under persuasion and influence to accept tin* terms and conditions, 
and t wen I \ -two of them are not prepared even now to accept them. 
(Dr. XtuxiK.MiA Sanyvi.: Question.) Well. Sir, it l)r. Sanyul 
questions me on that point, I do not know what to say. Hut that is what 
I could gather from private conversation. I may be mistaken in my 
statement about the mover himself, but anyhow we had no indication 
that the others were prepared. Therefore, it is not a question that 
there are these ‘10 people waiting to be releasd and anxious to be released 
who are not being released, but only 8 people who have been persuaded 
to accept release under conditions; and who are these people? These 
are people who have been guilty of heinous crimes; they are people who 
are important members of organisations the leading men of which have 
been again arrested and detained. The whole object of arresting and 
detaining the leading members of these organisations will be frustrated 
if after having taken A, B and C I go and release D, E and F and let 
them do what these A, B and C were doing. That is my difficulty 
(Dr. Nat.inaksha Sanyal: Rearrest them.) It is not a question that 
these people are individuals. It is not a question that they are separate, 
that they act on their own initiative. They are members of certain 
organisations who have a declared policy, who work on certain scheme 
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and plans, who have pot secret organisations, and as long as these con- 
victed prisoners remain members of those organisations they cannot be 
released. They cannot be released until and unless they absolutely go 
out of politics and go out of these activities. (Mr. Khun Svnkar Roy: 
You knew all that before.) Certainly conditions were different at that 
time. At that time we were anxious that these people should go : they 
did not go. At that time there was no war. There were many things 
that we could have done but conditions never remain same. (Mr. M. 
Rhamsuddin Ahmfd: dO men cannot overthrow the Government.) 
Sir, this is again another fallacy with which this House is beinp deluded. 
It is not a question of dO men. It is a question of important and lead- 
ing men. I submit, and even body will agree, that as far as organisa- 
tion is concerned it is not done by '>00 or 5,00(1 men, but in every 
organisation thtoe are one or two active men who have got capacity and 
brains to organise. (Mr M. SiiAMsrimnv Amim: Why Government 
could not tackle the Dacca riots'" You have shown incompetence and 
impotence about that.) It is all very well for members to sit here and 
make a statement, but we have got to face realities and we have got to 
remember that it is this Government that was responsible for one of 
the most generous policy of release not only of those who were detained 
but also of those who were convicted. Our policy was a declared policy 
and at that time when we undertook to give release we made it dear in 
one of our letters to Mr. Gandhi that as long as the atmosphere is one 
which will enable Government to continue this policy of release we will 
do so. I will just read a certain relevant portion of the letter: 

“It is necessary to emphasize at the outset that the scheme which is 
embodied in the succeeding paragraph is to he regarded as a connected 
plan, the different jxuts of \vhi< h form a single and indivisible whole”. 
(I)r. X VLIXAKSH \ Sanyai. : You would not find i| in the resolution.) 
This was in a lettei to Mi Gandhi and published where the whole 
scheme was discussed. “As an integral pait of the scheme it shall 
be agreed and accepted between Government, yourself and the Congress 
as follows; ‘that no attempt will be made hereafter by tin* Congress 

Mr. SPEAKER.* I am afraid, Sir Xazimuddin , there is just about 
a minute more tor you to finish. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ‘ or by any other 
body with the support, tacit or open, of the Congress to secure and 
advance upon these terms and the matter shall cease to be a political 
iss\ie, that you and the Congress will actively discourage all forms of 
agitation for the accelerated release of prisoners, all attacks in the 
press on the policy of Government in the matter of terrorist prisoners, 
all demonstrations in respect of the release of such prisoners, ajid there- 
after all statements written and speeches favourable to terrorists and 
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terrorism, that you and the Congress will take every step possible to 
create and maintain public opinion against hunger-striking and publicly 
condemn such a course if adopted/ ” 

This was, Sir, the whole policy of release. I admit it was not 
accepted by the Congress, but Government have acted on the basis that 
these are the conditions under which release will be allowed. 
(Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta: But there was nothing in the Govern- 
ment resolution.) Not necessary, but these letters were published and 
show the policy of Government as far as the question of release is 
concerned. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry, two hours’ time is over and the motion 
is talked out. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-17 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 44") p.m. on Monday, the 4th August, 
1941, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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